Wendy Schampan Mekler
August 30, 1955 - May 4, 2020

Wendy Schampan Mekler, 64, Minnetonka, MN, passed away unexpectedly at her home
on May 4th, 2020.
Wendy was born August 30, 1955, in Passaic, NJ, the daughter of Stanley and Barbara
(Orenstein) Schampan. The family moved from New Jersey to Kansas City, and then from
St. Louis to Huntington, Long Island, where she graduated from high school in 1973.
Wendy then graduated from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, where she was
in the first class at Northwestern to receive an Urban Studies degree. She subsequently
moved to Minneapolis to start her working career near family. Minneapolis was home to
Wendy, having spent summers with her family on Lake Minnetonka at her grandparents’
home.
She pursued several careers, first as a clothing rep traveling across the midwest, and then
as a financial advisor at Piper Jaffray in Minneapolis where she met her former husband,
Gregg Mekler. Once their son Josh was born, Wendy became a full-time stay-at-home
mom. Wendy enjoyed sailing on Lake Minnetonka and Lake Superior where the family
vacationed on Madeline Island.
Wendy was brave and independent and shared her joy for life with her many friends and
family. She loved walking in nature, especially at the University of Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum, and overseas travel. In recent years, Wendy traveled to Cambodia, Vietnam,
India, and Sri Lanka.
Wendy’s son, Josh, was the light of her life. She shared with him a love of baseball,
especially the Minnesota Twins, and loved going with him to games at Target Field.
Wendy was especially proud of Josh’s academic accomplishments, particularly his
matriculation to the University of Minnesota Medical School.
Wendy is survived by her son Josh Mekler (fiance Elizabeth Elkin), her sister Nancy
(John) Hughes, her brother Geoffrey (Lisa) Schampan, and numerous nieces and
nephews. Wendy was predeceased by her parents, Stanley and Barbara Schampan.
Memorials may be sent to The Animal Humane Society or The University of Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum.
There will be a private virtual funeral for close friends and family on Friday May 8th, 2020
at 2pm central time. For those that would like to attend, please email

erin@hodroffepstein.com for the Zoom link.

Comments

“

Josh, we are so saddened by this terrible turn of events. We didn't know Wendy well
but we feel we knew her from the amazing son she raised. She clearly was a
fabulous mother, you are Exhibit A through Z. Our hearts broke but we were also
gratified as we listened to your eulogy, about the incredible relationship you shared
with her. May you carry and be strengthened and consoled by that for the rest of your
days. Love and condolences to you and Lizzie.

Karin Preus & Larry Marcus - May 10 at 05:16 PM

“

Karli Koski lit a candle in memory of Wendy Schampan Mekler

karli koski - May 08 at 04:55 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

karli koski - May 08 at 04:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Joanne Strate - May 08 at 02:16 PM

“

This is her Senior High School photo, which is the doppelganger of actress Lauren
Graham! She said "Wow I wish...she's 53"!
Joanne Strate - May 08 at 04:11 PM

“

Nannette Mohlin lit a candle in memory of Wendy Schampan Mekler

Nannette Mohlin - May 08 at 12:06 PM

“

Wendy was a special friend to me, starting in college and up until our recent
conversations during this time of quarentine. She was the best about keeping in
touch. I always enjoyed and admired her smarts and her humor. We laughed
together so much! I loved her transparency. She was willing to talk about feelings,
even when it was difficult. I am so appreciative of that. Dear Nancy and Jeffrey, I met
you long ago in MN. Josh, we have never met but I know all about you because
proud mama Wendy told me all about you. I am so sad and send you and yours my
deepest sympathy.

Deborah P Leonard - May 08 at 11:59 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Doreen Weisenhaus - May 08 at 11:33 AM

“

Wendy's spirit and love were such a big part of so many people's lives, including my own,
even though I lived in Hong Kong for so many years. Through hundreds of emails,
Facebook messages and phone calls, so many initiated by Wendy, we could stay in touch.
She even would coordinate with my trips back to the US to see family and meet us at the
airport during layovers. We used to joke that we felt connected over the miles and that
when one of us was thinking of the other, we would get an email or a phone call the next
day! I've always loved this photo of Wendy on graduation day we shared at Northwestern in

1977 -- looking so joyous!!
Doreen - May 08 at 02:34 PM

“

Wendy was my best friend Nancy’s little sister. She was so smart and funny. How sad that
such a special lady has left us too soon! Nancy, I would love to reconnect .
Marianne G Lumbard - May 09 at 08:46 AM

“

My condolences to Josh and to Wendy's family. Wendy taught me much about the
value of long-lasting friendship. loyalty and generosity. Though we saw each other
rarely in our post-college years, she made reconnecting a joy. When I admired her
Panama sun hat one summer day some years ago, she readily gave it me, for keeps.
She was empathetic and kind, under-appreciated attributes in an unkind age.

Kathryn Stearns - May 08 at 08:46 AM

“

Dearest Nancy and Jeffrey, ( you should live until 120 years), I’m so sorry about
Wendy’s passing. Wendy and I were such close cousins ( friends) from 2nd grade
and all the way through high school , as you know, visiting each other during the
summer months out at the lake.I actually saved about 26 letters that she wrote to me
( mostly from the camp years) and told her about them. I was planning to bring them
with me on my next trip. All the memories are coming back to me like the flood gates
are opening. Auntie Barbara was always my favorite Aunt and Wendy was really like
my sister in those early formative years. We learned a lot from each other and we
shared secrets. After I got married and moved to N.Y. we had a loose connection but
kept in touch when I would take trips back to Mn. Believe it or not, I had a dream last
week that I was at Grandma Anne’s funeral. I saw your mother clearly. She was
dressed beautifully and was wearing makeup. Then I was having a conversation with
Annie Hulsick. When I woke up I was thinking about Annie and Wendy.I was thinking
to call, but it didn’t happen. I have so many memories of all 3 of you, mostly out at
the lake but also when I visited your home in Huntington. Although we drifted apart,
whenever we spoke it was as if we had just spoken. Hashem should comfort you
among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. We should be together only for happy
occasions. I am so sorry that I will be unable to participate in the zoom since it will be
Shabbos in Israel already. המקום ינחם אתכם. With all my love and again heartfelt
condolences. Miriam ( Mary-Ellen) Guttman

Miriam Esther Guttman - May 07 at 04:12 PM

“

Barbara Hirshberg lit a candle in memory of Wendy Schampan Mekler

Barbara Hirshberg - May 07 at 04:12 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Wendy Schampan Mekler

Peggy Kane - May 07 at 03:57 PM

“

Sincerest SYMPATHIES to Wendy's Entire Family
MAY SHE REST IN PEACE AND BE A BLESSING FOR HER FAMILY

Peggy Kane - May 07 at 03:56 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Wendy Schampan Mekler

Carolyn Abramson - May 07 at 01:50 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Wendy’s sudden passing. She had such a zest for life
and adventure. I fondly remember sitting in the bleachers watching our boys, Jake
and Josh, playing on the same baseball team so many years ago.

Bonnie Hoffman - May 06 at 07:28 PM

“

We are so very sorry for your loss. Wendy was a wonderful, caring woman, who was
always willing to take time to work for a cause she believed in, and always willing to
simply take the time to reach out and talk to people. We were happy to have her as
our neighbor for years, and happy to have had the honor to know her. She will be
missed.
Chuck and Yvonne Selcer

Yvonne Selcer - May 06 at 07:19 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Wendy's death. She had a wonderful sense of humor and
adventure, and a beautiful smile! Thinking of Josh and all her family.
Love, Julie, Tom, Jeremiah, Ethan, and Noah Carpenter

Julie Carpenter - May 06 at 02:50 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Wendy’s sudden passing. Our hearts go out to her family and to
Josh . May her memory be a blessing. Paula and Mike Flom
paula Flom - May 06 at 06:09 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of the loss of Wendy. We were friends soon after she move to
Minnesota. We lived in the same neighborhood and became fast friends. I sailed with
Wendy many times on Lake Superior and Lake Minnetonka. She was fearless navigating
large sailboats in whitecap water on Superior and also at times on Minnetonka. She was
super smart and always curious about life and others interpretation on life, politics, social
issues. I met Josh when he was a toddler. I am so sorry for your loss, and Greg, a hug for
you.
Susan Kerber - May 07 at 06:53 PM

“

I'm in shock! "The good die young" comes to mind. I met Wendy fairly recently at LA
Fitness & we almost instantly became friends. We had a lot of similarities & to me she was
like a brief sister. It was wonderful that she lived close to me too. We had plans to kayak on
the neighboring lakes, travelling together, biking, learning to play mahjong, and I
resurrecting her backgammon/cribbage skills. I have a bottle of Mondavi she gave me
which I shall toast & drink in her honor. My eyes are tearing and my heart is aching for our
short time together. And her too short time @ 64! Deepest sympathy to the family and her
"baby doctor" son!

Love, Joanne Strate
Joanne Strate - May 08 at 01:20 PM

