Steven D. Kaplan
September 11, 1956 - December 19, 2020

Steven D. Kaplan, 64, passed away on Saturday, December 19, 2020 in Minneapolis. He
was preceded in death by parents, Allan and Harriet Kaplan. He is survived by wife, Juli
Hanssen; children, Ivy, Zollie and Manny; sisters, Carol Kaplan & Nancy (Larry) Sperling;
brother, Larry (Lisa) Kaplan; nieces, Molly Kaplan & Hayley Sperling & nephew, Adam
Sperling. Steven was born in Minneapolis, and attended West High School and the
University of Minnesota. He was an avid vintage toy collector, and was the owner of “15
Minutes” in Uptown. In addition to his passion for antiques, Steven was a devoted member
of The Masons, a proud Jewish Kohen, and a “Super Hero” donor to Memorial Blood
Centers. Throughout his life, Steven was known for his tilted head smiles, incessant oneliners, and most of all, his poison pen. Although a man of few words, Steven’s kindness
and compassion always came out in his writing. He will be remembered as a loving father,
husband, family member, and friend. Funeral service at 11:00 am, WEDNESDAY,
December 23rd via Zoom. For the Zoom link send an email to
zoom3@hodroffepstein.com. Shiva will take place on Wednesday at 7:00 pm via the same
link. Memorials preferred to the donor’s favorite charity.
Come with me, little Neshama'leh
And let me hold you in my hand
And we'll fly away, you and I together
To a place down on the land
Come with me, little Neshama'le
Don't shy away
Do as you're told
There's a little child waiting to be born today
You're to be his spark, his soul
But dear Malach'l, no!
I don't want to go!
There is so much much pain and evil
Upon the earth below
Let me stay here up in heaven where it's safe and I'll be pure

Please don't make me go away
Can't you see I'm so afraid?
Come with me, little Neshama'le
It's time you faced your destiny
And as we fly beneath the clouds now, I will show you
There is so much you can be
Yes, dear Malach'l, I can see kedusha over there
There's someone learning Torah
There's another deep in prayer
I will stay here if you answer me
It's all I need to know
You must promise me, my dear friend
That I, too, will be like them
Come with me, little Neshama'le
Oh, it's a task that I must do
As I tap you on the lip, you will forget me
You're on your own
It's up to you
Come with me, little Neshama'le
And let me hold you in my hand
And we'll fly away, you and I together
To a place above the land
But dear Malach'l, no!
I don't want to go!
I'm not ready to go with you
Where you take me I don't know
Let me stay right where I am
There's so much more I need to do
Please don't make me go away
Can't you see I'm so afraid
Come with me, little Neshama'le
I've only come to take you home
And there is no need to fear your destination
You've earned a place right by the throne
A place right by the throne.
by Abie Rotenberg

Comments

“

It is with profound sadness that I just learned of Steve’s passing. I knew Steve,
through B’nai Emet Synagogue. A good hearted person. My heartfelt condolences to
his family.
May his memory be always for a blessing.

Larry Kelner - February 28 at 08:37 PM

“

I just learned this morning of Steve's passing, and am so very sorry for your
immense loss. I worked with him at the Westin and he was such a character. My
heart goes out to you.

Serah Morrissey - January 21 at 10:13 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Coco Connolly - December 30, 2020 at 09:39 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Richard Blue Skroch - December 26, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

To the entire Kaplan family. I was so sad to hear of your loss. I was a friend of your
father Allan.
May all of your special memories of Steven remain in your hearts.

Lynne Lee
Lynne Lee - December 25, 2020 at 03:10 PM

“

I only met Steve once, when our family home of 46 years in St Louis Park became
his family home in the late 90s and still is. May his memory be for a blessing.

Harvey Zuckman - December 23, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

Denny Bell lit a candle in memory of Steven D. Kaplan

Denny Bell - December 23, 2020 at 02:23 PM

“

3 files added to the album Photos of Steve

Richard Blue Skroch - December 23, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

Our condolences to your family. Steve was the first person to welcome us when we
moved into the neighborhood. We spent many mornings at the bus stop, I enjoyed
watching him and Manny play catch there for many years.
The Krone Family - Jerod, Mindy, Griffin and Maggie

Jerod Krone - December 23, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

I want to send my condolences to the Kaplan family. I didn’t know Steven very well,
but I know he had a great personality, and made people laugh. I am Larry’s motherin-law, and I know he is grieving for his brother.

shelly Kornick - December 23, 2020 at 12:19 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Richard Skroch - December 23, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

Please accept my sincere condolences. I enjoyed talking with Steve whenever we
met, including dinner out our house for the B'Nai Mitzah program. May his memory
be a blessing.

David Abrams - December 23, 2020 at 11:31 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Juli Hanssen - December 23, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

So saddened about Steve’s passing. Met him when I was 14-15 years old, he worked
for my father for a long time. Always a fun, creative person. May his memory be a
blessing to all.

Jory Herman - December 23, 2020 at 09:23 AM

“

I was so very saddened to hear about this. I have been friends with Steve since our
school days together at Talmud Torah. He could always make me laugh. I have fond
memories of him. My sincere condolences to his family. May his memory be a
blessing and bring you comfort.

Sandra Katz - December 23, 2020 at 07:26 AM

“

It is with deep sadness to read about this shining light of life has parted from this
earth. Steven was my cousin and always a joy to b around

Amy Krupp Niemi - December 22, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

3 files added to the album Photos of Steve

Juli - December 22, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

3 files added to the album Steve Kaplan

Juli - December 22, 2020 at 03:42 PM

“

Steve's kindness, wit, humor, and support meant the world to me. We grew up
together, attended Kenwood, Jefferson, and West High together. He's been the
greatest gift of reconnection on social media. I am sending love and heartfelt
condolences to Steve's family. Thank you for making me laugh Steve ~ I've so
appreciated your kind support!

Kathleen Malone - December 22, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

To the entire Kaplan family - We were so saddened to hear of Steve's passing. Steve
had been the topic of many a conversation about growing up on Drew Ave,along with
many fond memories. He was a dear friend to both Chuck and me. May your
memories of Steve bring you all comfort at this terrible time.
With love,
Chuck and Andy Kibort

Andrea S.M. Kibort - December 22, 2020 at 02:44 PM

“

Steve, from the day we moved accross from you we saw you play catch, frizbee,
football etc. in front of our house every day, initially with Zolly, then with Manny,
waiting for the schoolbus....
We tried your favorite rootbeer, you tried our double salted licorice....and both hated
it.
We will miss you very much.
May your memmory be a blessing to us all.
Hadassa, Joram, Toviya & Sarah, Raphaela & Isaac, Daphne

Jorram and Hadassa Slager - December 22, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

Condolences to the family.
We watched him grow up to be the mensch he was.
May his memory be a blessing!

Allen Friedman - December 22, 2020 at 11:27 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about this. Steve and the Kaplans lived about 1/2 block away
from me in Minneapolis when I was growing up. My sincere condolences to his
family.

Lyle Landstrom - December 22, 2020 at 11:22 AM

“

Steve, I will miss you so very much.

Sherry - December 22, 2020 at 08:15 AM

“

Steven sat in front of us during the daily evening minyan at Beth El before Covid
eliminated in-person attendance. Always pleasant and very dedicated. I am sorry for
your loss. Debbie Walstien

Debbie Walstien - December 22, 2020 at 03:28 AM

“

So saddened to hear of Steve's passing...he was such a mensch and dedicated to
making sure Ivy, Zollie and Manny were doing well at Talmud Torah, so supportive. I
will always remember him and be uplifted in my heart by the presence of his quiet
strength. Let me know if I can do anything at all for your family. May his loving
memory be a source of beauty and strength always...ז''ל
Rabbi Daniel Ettedgui & Family

Daniel Ettedgui - December 22, 2020 at 12:48 AM

“

So sorry for your loss.

liz Pomish - December 21, 2020 at 11:41 PM

“

Liz Pomish lit a candle in memory of Steven D. Kaplan

liz Pomish - December 21, 2020 at 11:40 PM

“

Steven was an old soul who was a wonderful cousin and a good friend! We shared
many childhood memories.. He will be greatly missed. Rest in peace.
CINDY K HOWARD

Cindy Howard - December 21, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

I am so saddened to read of Steven's passing. I have many memories from our days
at B'nai Emet Synagogue . I always loved seeing Steve walk into Synagogue with
Ivy, Zollie and Manny. May his memory be for a blessing. Esther Paletz

Esther Paletz - December 21, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Anita Muldoon lit a candle in memory of Steven D. Kaplan

Anita Muldoon - December 21, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

Julie,
This is Paula Flom. I worked with you years ago at Dayton’s photo studio. I want to
give you my condolences. May his memory be a blessing.

Paula Flom - December 21, 2020 at 05:56 PM

