Dr. Stanley A. Leonard
October 26, 1930 - September 1, 2020

Dr. Stanley A. Leonard, 89, beloved husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and
veteran, died September 1, 2020, surrounded by loving family at his home in St. Paul, MN.
Dr. Leonard was the go-to pediatrician for generations of children and young adults in St.
Paul at his private practice, Pediatric and Young Adult Medicine, where he practiced
medicine for over 45 years. He had an amazing and rare ability to see what others could
not see and come up with just the right diagnosis for the rarest of diseases. He always
treated and cared for each patient with care, precision, skill, kindness and dignity. He not
only looked after their physical needs and issues, but was deeply involved in counseling
and finding mental health resources for young children and adolescents. He truly loved
what he did and was always there for each and every one of his patients at all times of the
day & night. After tirelessly advocating in the community and with the government for
pediatric mental health beds, he started the first State Mental Health program at Children’s
Hospital. That Program today remains as part of his legacy. Even after retirement, he
continued to dedicate his time for and in support of State mental health issues. He leaves
a community and a world with tens of thousands of grateful multi- generational patients
and families whose lives he has saved and touched forever.
Dr. Leonard graduated with honors from the University of Minnesota Medical School in
1955. He had a special interest in Pediatric Endocrinology and Diabetes. Throughout his
long and storied career, he received many distinguished honors and awards. He served as
the youngest Chief of Staff at Children’s Minnesota Hospital—St. Paul and was
recognized by the American Academy of Pediatrics for his long and distinguished career.
He served as President of the Greater Twin Cities Diabetes Association and was a Clinical
Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Minnesota Medical School from 1976 to 2005.
In 2005, upon his retirement, the Dr. Stanley A. Leonard Pediatric Mental Health Lecture
Series was established at Children’s Minnesota Hospital—St. Paul. In 2012, Dr. Leonard
was awarded “As an Honored Clinical Pediatric Faculty Member for his years of dedicated
service as an Outstanding Community Educator of Medical Students and Residents” from
the University of Minnesota Medical School Department of Pediatrics.
Dr. Leonard served as a Lieutenant Commander and physician in the U.S. Navy stationed
in San Diego.

Dr. Leonard attended Breck High School, in Minneapolis, where he was an All-Conference
football, hockey and #1 tennis player as well as a golden gloves boxer. He was also
awarded a Distinguished Alumnus in 1992.
You can’t speak about Dr. Leonard without including his lifelong beautiful wife, Suzanne.
Mother, Grandmother and Great Grandmother, partner and soulmate, their storybook
marriage and love story of 68 years is once in a lifetime and unparalleled. They have
always had each other’s back, no matter what. How beautiful it was to be in their
presence. Together they raised a beautiful family of four children, 9 grandchildren and 1
great grandchild, where they instilled their kindness, love, compassion, humility, generosity
and caring for others. Dr. Leonard’s motto was, “ALWAYS BE MINDFUL OF THE NEEDS
OF OTHERS”. That he was, and that they were together, all the way to the end. This world
is a much better place because of them both.
In everything he did, Dr. Leonard drew on a reservoir of enthusiasm and optimism. He was
always in good humor with that sly wit of his and had a smile and a good word for
everyone he met. He was also quite a practical joker. He would tell everyone to “always
keep your sense of humor and more importantly, to always keep your sense of humor
about yourself”. He never spoke unkindly of anyone. He was always quick to help a total
stranger wherever he went, often times coming to their rescue to fulfill his own
“Hippocratic Oath”. Even when he was on vacation, he would stop and tend to anyone in
need, always putting others first.
He had a special relationship with each of his children, close and meaningful and he
carried that through with his wonderful grandchildren. He encouraged everyone to find the
beauty in things and have a deep respect for nature and humanity and to always seek
knowledge. He traveled the world with his beautiful wife Sue, but loved most to be at their
lake home on Balsam Lake. There, he was also a gentleman gardener, cultivating his
prized dinner plate dahlias and roses. An avid outdoorsman, he found peace in nature and
on the water fishing, sailing and skiing. He was also an avid and accomplished
photographer, particularly of nature and wild life. His work was showcased in a one-man
show at the Bell Museum at the University of Minnesota and also in Naples, FL.
He played the piano beautifully by ear. Stan and Sue were lifelong patrons of the arts and
regulars at concerts. Music was a very important part of his family life right up until the
end.
Dr. Stanley Leonard will be remembered fondly and with love, respect and deep gratitude
for being the physician, professor and mentor that everyone could count on and the loving
husband, caring parent, grandparent and great grandparent, along with his outstanding
character and unwavering integrity and for his boundless kindness and bottomless
generosity for all. With all of his enormous accomplishments and contributions, it is what
he always told and also taught his children and grandchildren that is his most important
legacy, that in a world that could be tough and unforgiving, he urged and taught them all to

“ALWAYS BE MINDFUL OF THE NEEDS OF OTHERS...” He always was.
He is preceded in death by parents Philip Owen and Susan Pauline Leonard. He is
survived by his loving wife Suzanne, children Mark Leonard, TerriBeth L. Edwards
(Brooks), Todd Leonard (Beth), Cynthia L. Garr (Michael) and his 9 grandchildren Daniel
Leonard (Ari), Zachary Leonard (Nikki), Jeremy Edwards (Nicole), Max Edwards, Alyssa
Garr (Shawn Abelson), Eli Leonard, Jessica Edwards (Daniel Goodman), Sarah Garr
(David Parker), Jacob Garr and his great grandson, Theodore S. Leonard. He is also
survived by his twin brother, Dr. Arnold S. Leonard (Mary z'l) and his brother in law,
Stanley Wolfson (Corinne z'l) and many nieces, nephews and extended family as well as
his thousands of grateful patients and their families. The family wants to acknowledge Lisa
Holden for her loving, compassionate care and devotion. We also want to acknowledge
Lilydale Senior Living staff for their support.
In lieu of flowers, donations are suggested to: Children’s Hospital Foundation of
Minnesota Dr. Stan and Suzanne Leonard Mental Health Program or the donor’s choice.
https:// give.childrensmn.org/page/14140/donate/1 Page 3 of donation form under “other”
write in “FUND ID 41448“
Following a private burial, a zoom memorial service will be at 7:00pm on THURSDAY,
September 3, 2020. A zoom Shiva service will be at 7:00pm on Monday, September 7,
2020. Please email zoom4@hodroffepstein.com for the links.
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Comments

“

Condolences to the family. Sharon and I shared great memories sailing with Stan on
Merill Kuller's yacht on the Atlantic ocean!

Allen Friedman - September 21 at 06:38 PM

“

Dear Leonard Family:
We are so sorry to hear of the loss of Stan. He was a pillar of the community, always
supportive and kind with that sly smile of his that make him so unique. He created my
love of skiing out west and was always an inspiration and delightful to be around. He
will truly be missed. I feel extremely fortunate that he was my doctor for so long, and
to be able to call him a friend was truly an honor.
With loads of love, David, Joy and Jonah Schumeister

david - September 11 at 03:01 PM

“

How lucky we were that Dr Leonard took care of our three kids! Always caring and
sure, warm and effective, encouraging and thorough. Will it ever be known how many
lives he saved, parents he assured, kids he protected? Thanks to the Leonard family
for sharing him with us.

Elizabeth Snelson - September 06 at 12:01 PM

“

Suzanne, and all the family, we are saddened to hear of Stan's passing. We both
knew him for many years, Blanton first meeting him in 1967 as a resident at
Children's St Paul and Bonnie in 1976 as a NICU nurse practitioner. Children and
Children's were always special to him in his long service as a pediatrician. With hope
and peace, Blanton and Bonnie Bessinger

Blanton Bessinger - September 05 at 11:26 AM

“

Our sincere and deepest condolences . Dr Stan was an exceptional physician and a
very a very special person. He will be missed and remembered by all who knew him.
With all our love, Rita and Mickey Kieffer

rita kieffer - September 04 at 02:09 PM

“

We loved having Stan and Sue as part of the Giving Voice family. May his memory
be a blessing.
Nancy Fushan

Nancy Fushan - September 04 at 12:30 PM

“

Dearest Sue And Family,
I am deeply saddened by your profound loss! Stan was a good friend to Jan and me
during those special days long ago in pediatric training at the U of M. May his
memory
be a blessing and his legacy live on in the hearts of those who loved him. I embrace
you always.
Love,
Donna

Donna Alban - September 04 at 12:18 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Dr. Stanley A. Leonard

Peggy Kane - September 03 at 09:40 PM

“

Barbie and I would like to send our deepest sympathies to Suzanne and the Leonard
family. Dr. Steinberg and Stan took excellent care of my brothers and myself and
were instrumental in my going to medical school and becoming a pediatrician. It was
a privilege and honor to then becoming his partner at Pediatric and Young Adult

Medicine. He was a true friend, mentor and colleague who cared for his patients and
took excellent care of them. He was someone who was always there when you
needed him and someone you could always rely upon for any concern or question.
The world will be a sadder place without Stan but a better place for him having been
here for us.
Barb and John Balfanz
John Balfanz - September 03 at 09:06 PM

“

deepest condolences to the entire family on the death of stan. he will be missed.

nancy malmon - September 03 at 07:11 PM

“

The world lost a great human being on Tuesday, my uncle, Dr. Stanley Leonard. He
was definitely one of the most outstanding individuals that I’ve ever met. He was an
integral part of my whole life, from birth to the present. He was my godfather. We
spent lots of time together, and experienced many life events. I’m grateful that I got to
say my goodbye to him recently. I have been truly blessed to have had him in my life.
I wouldn’t be the person that I am today without him. My heart and love goes out to
my Aunt Sue and to the whole Leonard clan. May he Rest In Peace.
Bruce
Bruce & Mary Wolfson

Bruce Wolfson - September 03 at 05:19 PM

“

Steven and I have 4 healthy adult children who were well cared for by Stan. He was
always there for us in sick times and well. He encouraged us to finalize the adoption
of Rebekah when the medical report on her was iffy!! Only good
memories..Condolences from the Rutzick family

Steven and Barbara Rutzick - September 03 at 02:21 PM

“

My condolences to the entire Leonard family. Stan leaves a legacy of a wonderful
family lead by his example of what a mensch not only looks like, but lives like. May
his memory be for a blessing.

Wendy Kane - September 03 at 02:05 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

Lisa Melin - September 03 at 01:05 PM

“

Lynn Sadoff lit a candle in memory of Dr. Stanley A. Leonard

lynn sadoff - September 03 at 01:03 PM

“

We first met Dr. Leonard in 1981 when our oldest son, Matthew, was born about two
weeks early at United Hospital. Daniel and Emily arrived at approximately two-year
intervals and also became Dr. Leonard's patients. In the years that followed, we
spent many hours with and/or waiting for Dr. Leonard and his associates in the busy
office on Smith Avenue. Matt, Dan and Emily are adults now with young children of
their own.
Years after our family had graduated from pediatrics, we were surprised and pleased
to learn that the "Uncle Stan," of whom our friend Jane spoke with such affection,
was "our" Dr. Leonard. With gratitude for his care and caring, on behalf of our family,
we offer our condolences to Jane and Uncle Stan's family.
Joe and Mary Faltesek

Joe and Mary Faltesek - September 03 at 12:21 PM

“

Anne Heaney, mother of James, Caitlin and Elizabeth
9 minutes ago
Dr. Leonard was my children's pediatrician until he retired. He saved my son's life
twice (not exaggerating) by diagnosing him correctly and fast, and he saved my
daughter's kidney with his quick diagnosis and treatment. He was brusque in manner
sometimes but he cared deeply for his patients and advocated for them fiercely. And

one time when my children and I were sick with the flu, he treated them first and then
gently asked me who was taking care of me. My children still speak of him with awe
and great affection, and I know I was incredibly blessed to have had him as their
doctor. May he rest in well-earned peace, and God love Dr. Leonard!
Anne Maloney - September 03 at 11:38 AM

“

Dr. Leonard was my pediatrician from the time I was a toddler until I "aged out" of his
practice. If I could have stayed on as a patient for the rest of my days, I would have.
Dr. Leonard truly loved kids; interestingly, you can't say that for all pediatricians! But
he did, and he deeply cared for us, not only as his patients but as human beings. He
was non-judgmental and a natural communicator. He spoke in "user-friendly"
language long before that phrase became the norm. And he had a wicked sense of
humor that he knew when was just the right time to apply. He was always ready to
offer guidance and advice to families struggling with an issue or condition. But Dr.
Leonard also knew when not to talk, when listening or observing was the preferred
option. He displayed great empathy and had an emotional responsiveness that I
sought out in other physicians throughout my life, mostly to no avail. The king of
details, he worked to connect the dots to arrive at the proper diagnosis--even when it
might be something out of the norm. His ultimate goal was to ease fears, eliminate
pain, and educate patients about what impact they could have on their own health
and well-being. Back in the days of house calls, he wouldn't leave until I said I was
feeling better. That just might be my fondest memory of all. Thank you, Dr. Leonard,
for sharing your many gifts with your patients. You were meant to be a healer.

Lynn Sadoff - September 03 at 10:55 AM

“

DR. Leonard and Dr Steinberg were my pediatricians when I was young. He would
make house calls and I would later see him making rounds at the hospital. I was an
adolescent nurse and when I saw him in later years he still remembered me.
Condolences to his family and may he RIP.

Shelley Davidson Driscoll - September 03 at 10:33 AM

“

I met Stan when I was only 6, and he just joined the practice with Dr. Steinberg. He
was always there to care for me, but definitely for saving my younger brother’s life
MANY times——his compassion, care, and words of encouragement pulled my
parents through a lot of trying moments.
Although unaware of his array of achievements and awards, it comes as no surprise
to read about them here, as it fits the man whom I will always remember with fond
memories.
Sue, my deepest condolences to you and your family

.

Larry (Barr) Barr-Meyer
larry barr-meyer - September 03 at 07:04 AM

“

My sincerest SYMPATHIES to Dr Leonard's Family MAY HE REST IN PEACE AND BE A
BLESSING FOR HIS FAMILY
Peggy Kane - September 03 at 02:35 PM

“

As a new young doctor entering the practice of Dr. Charlie Steinberg he became my
doctor as a teenager. He went on to oversee the health of my two children, including
a surgery at 6 months referred to his brother, and a kid with asthma. His diagnostic
acumen was unbelievable. He became a vital part of our family's ability to survive
and thrive. I am now 67 and those kids are 36 and 42. He will always be a much
missed part of our family.
Brian Kane

Brian Kane - September 02 at 11:30 PM

“

Marilyn Hartman lit a candle in memory of Dr. Stanley A. Leonard

Marilyn Hartman - September 02 at 10:31 PM

“

“

Dear Sue and family,
My deepest condolences. Your dear Stan was a very special Gentlemen and will be
missed by many. My thoughts are with you. Eva

EVA Kieffer - September 02 at 10:09 PM

“

Suzanne, very sorry for you loss, all the Silverstein cousins

Lee - September 02 at 08:25 PM

“

A truly remarkable man and pediatrician, with a wonderful family by his side. The first
time we met, I was 6 years old and recovering from complications from a
tonsillectomy when he was introduced by Dr. Steinberg. Stan will always be
remembered for pulling my younger brother, Steven, through many illnesses and
hospitalizations in his early years, but always exuding words of encouragement and
optimism, which carried my parents along in those trying times.
Although I was not aware of the long list of accolades, it came as no surprise to know
if the myriad of accomplishments and well deserved awards.
My deepest condolences to you and your family, Sue, and please know that Stan’s
memory will always be in my heart as one of the most beautiful ones in my life.
Larry (Barr) Barr-Meyer

larry barr-meyer - September 02 at 07:09 PM

“

I only know Dr. Leonard through Todd and Beth but his legacy and soul lives on
through their blessed memories.
My sincere condolences,
Caryn Rosen Adelman

Caryn Rosen Adelman - September 02 at 04:50 PM

“

Mary Beth and I send our heartfelt deepest sympathies and condolences to the
Leonard family. Stan ( Dr Leonard) was my teacher, colleague, friend advisor (
whether I needed it or not) and truly a pillar of the St Paul community and especially
to Childrens MN Hospital and Clincs.I met him in 1976 when I was med student and I
can remember to this day the talk he gave to us on diabetes.
He leaves a great legacy both from his work and from his family.

May his memory always be a blessing an d give you comfort.
Phil and Mary Beth Kibort
Phil Kibort - September 02 at 04:39 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy on Dr Leonard's passing. Long ago, as first time parents, he
was able to calm our fears, offer positive advice and do all the wonderful things an
excellent pediatrician should do. Rest in peace, Dr Leonard
Sharon and Mike Posnansky

Sharon and Michael Posnansky - September 02 at 04:07 PM

“

My sister, Maurine Meleck, wrote a tribute only a few hours ago, and I echo her
words.
I, too, am deeply saddened at cousin Stan's passing. As part of the family, I also
have
fond and fun memories of holiday gatherings, with Stan always spinning a tad of
humor
along with a charming chuckle. Even looking at his photo brings to mind the sound of
his laugh of delight.
I even remember one evening of yore when he and his twin brother, Arnie, in their
teen years, baby-sat my two sisters and I and the teasing fun they had feigning strict
disciplinarians. Interesting how memories collect and resurface.
Although I was no longer living in Minneapolis as an adult, I know from continued
associations there how special a pediatrician Stan was.
I treasure times that my husband and I in California were able to enjoy being with
Stan and Suzanne. And I remain especially greatful for their help when my mother
was hospitalized at the end of her life and the comfort they offered after her passing.
I send condolences to you, Suzanne, and to all the Leonard children, big 'n small.
A special family with a special Dad and Mom.
Love and Blessings,
Nancy Smiler Levinson

Nancy Smiler Levinson - September 02 at 03:58 PM

“

A great Doctor who influenced the lives of so many children with his kindness,
thoughts of compassion, and extreme caring.
He took extreme care of my two daughters, Beth and Wendy during their early years
with such a wonderful attitude that we were very pleased with his demeanor. He was
able to provide the care that they each needed and always was with them in
providing treatment which was meaningful.
He will be missed by all who knew him! May he rest in peace in God's loving hands!

Clark Isaacs - September 02 at 03:09 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Stanley's passing yesterday. He was a kind and gentle
man and a caring doctor. As a relative, I remember many family gatherings with joy
and laughter. I send my condolences to his wife, Sue and his children and to his twin
brother, Arnie. Although I won't be able to travel to Minnesota to honor him, I will be
thinking of him in the coming weeks. May the world be blessed with more wonderful
people like him.
Maurine Meleck, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Maurine Meleck - September 02 at 08:21 AM

“

Amy Hechter lit a candle in memory of Dr. Stanley A. Leonard

Amy Hechter - September 02 at 08:16 AM

