Shirley Zimmerman
November 23, 1925 - March 31, 2020

Shirley Zimmerman, of St. Louis Park, peacefully passed away at the age of 94. She was
married to Pete Zimmerman for 58 years until he passed in 2005. An author of 4 books,
Shirley completed her Ph.D. in Social Work in 1977 and was a tenured professor at the U
of M, teaching and writing on Family Policy. She retired in 2000. She was always curious
and a committed life-long learner. She wasn't much for small talk or gossip but liked
discussing important matters. She delighted in being part of the community. She was
interested in politics and civic life. Until the end, she made her soft voice heard about
social justice. Since marrying in 1947, she has made her home in St. Louis Park, first in an
apartment on Kipling, then the house they built at 39th and Glenhurst in1951 until 2008,
then moving to a condo at The Grand. She lived in the Parkshore community from May of
2018 until her passing. She loved meeting in the community room for coffee on Saturdays
and happy hours on Fridays with her friends. She loved going to Guthrie and Orchestra
Hall and to go down to Lake Harriet for concerts. Her heart was full of love for her children
and grandchildren. Sunday dinners were always on the calendar. She blessed our life with
hers. Little Shirley was admired and loved by many. Preceded in death by her parents,
Rose and Harry Abrams; siblings, Russell (Sylvia) Schwartz, Ruth (Hymie) Berman,
Leonard (Marie) Schwartz and her niece, Judy Goldfein. Survived by her children, Mike
(Mary Grahek) Zimmerman, Dan (Irene) Zimmerman, Casey (Lonnie) Zimmerman and
Julie (Marc) Berg; former daughter-in-law, Ellie Zimmerman; grandchildren, Rachel
(Kasey) Saunders, Joel (Melissa) Zimmerman, Eli, Josh (Amy), Adam, Aaron, Charlie and
Ben Berg; and great-grandchild, Ayla. Due to Covid-19, the funeral service will be virtual
through Zoom and there will be no Shiva. Shirley would be thinking about people in need
during this time. Donations in her honor would be welcomed at http://www.stepslp.org, htt
p://www.jfcsmpls.org and to her beloved Temple Israel at http://www.templeisrael.com.

Comments

“

To the Zimmerman family my sincere condolences. I was your neighbor growing up
on Glenhurst and my parents were good friends with Shirley and Peter. After many
years I reacquainted with Shirley through NCJW and other community events. She
was a really special person always bringing a smile to my face and always
remembering me and my mom and dad. Susan Feinberg Hughes

Susan Hughes - April 03, 2020 at 03:15 PM

“

Dear Casey, Lonnie and family,
I am very sorry for your loss. Please know I am thinking of you.
Margie

Margie Gendler Marks - April 03, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

To the Zimmerman Berg Families, I loved seeing Shirley at Temple Israel. She
always had a positive thought or insight to add. She was lovely in every way. I will
miss her smiling face and presence. What an amazing woman. I'm thinking of all of
you at this very difficult time.

Sherri Feuer - April 03, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

My condolences to the whole family. I wish I could be there with you.
Sending my love and hugs.
Judy Edwards

Judith Edwards - April 03, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“

To all of Shirley’s family I send my heart felt love and want you to know I share your
sorrow. Shirley came into my life oh so many years ago! First, she introduced me to
NCJW and what committees I should get involved with along with her guidance and
encouragement. Then our friendship blossomed when her niece Judy and I became
friends. Always asking, “what are you doing now, what are you reading now? She
was a masterful listener and honest in her conversations. Years ago she invited me
to join a book group (I never said “no” to this friend!!! Ahh with Shirley it was for every
few novels we read, we must read non-fiction or an old classic. I will miss her smile,
her voice, her random thoughts and opinion on most every subject. Deepest
condolences
Carolyn Abramson

Carolyn Abramson - April 02, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Shirley Zimmerman

Peggy Kane - April 02, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Shirley Zimmerman

Peggy Kane - April 02, 2020 at 03:05 PM

“

Shirley and husband Pete were great neighbors, we miss them both. Sending love to
the family. Karen and Brad Bream.

Karen - April 02, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

Condolences to the family. Shirley was a beautiful person, she and my wife Sharon
(of blessed memory) were both social workers and shared many social work
moments together. Our lives will be a little emptier without her.

Allen Friedman - April 02, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

Always enjoyed being with her . Her conversations were always at the highest level
dealing with real world things. Great respect for this women . Sorry for her loss.
Mort Naiman

Mort Naiman - April 02, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Vicki Riven lit a candle in memory of Shirley Zimmerman

Vicki Riven - April 02, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

Saddened to learn of Shirley's passing. She was a close friend and teaching
colleague of our mother, Miriam Cohn. I'll always remember the long, almost daily
phone calls between them right after we had dinner. If the phone rang at our home
around that time, we'd all chime "it must be Shirley". To this day, if a phone rings
about that time, I'll think of her. Thinking of all of you in her extended family and
wishing you well. Deepest condolences. Jim

Jim Cohn - April 01, 2020 at 07:55 PM

“

shirley was my president of ncjw. i always enjoyed being with her. my deepest
condolences to the entire family. she will be missed.

nancy malmon - April 01, 2020 at 07:29 PM

“

My deep condolences to the entire family. I remember Shirley being a very smart and
spunky lady and always happy to share Casey's candy with his friends!

Brad Lehrman - April 01, 2020 at 07:04 PM

“

I always enjoyed visiting with Shirley at NCJW MN Meetings. She was always so
bright, and such a positive person.
My sympathy to her family.
Elaine Steinman

Elaine Steinman - April 01, 2020 at 05:50 PM

“

Jane Harris lit a candle in memory of Shirley Zimmerman

Jane Harris - April 01, 2020 at 05:30 PM

