Sheldon L. Mandel
December 6, 1922 - April 30, 2020

Sheldon L. Mandel Obituary
Sheldon L. Mandel, M.D., age 97, of Minneapolis, passed away peacefully April 30, 2020.
“Doc” was born December 6, 1922 in Minneapolis, to Stelle and Maurice Mandel. He was
one of eight children, two of which died after birth. Preceded in death by his wife, Patricia;
his parents; two infant siblings; brothers, Seymour, Nisson and Irwin; sisters-in-law,
Marjorie and Petrena; brother-in-law, Raphael. Survived by loving daughter, Melissa and
her husband Jon Crow; grandson, Jack; granddaughter, Piper; beloved sisters and sisterin-law, Lois Weisberg, Diane Tygier and Sandra Mandel; brother-in-law, Roger Tygier; and
many, many adoring nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
Sheldon was educated in Minneapolis public schools and graduated North High School in
1940. He entered the University of Minnesota in 1940, where he earned a B.A. and a B.S.
in 1943, a B.Med. in 1946, and an M.D. in 1946. He had rotating internships at the
University of Oklahoma, 1946-47. He was a resident in Dermatology at the University of
Minnesota Graduate School and Veterans Hospital, Mpls, 1949-1951. He was a preceptee
of Dr. Henry E. Michelson in 1951, then associated in practice with Dr. Michelson for 25
years. Dr. Mandel worked in private practice in general Dermatology in Minneapolis from
1951-2011. He merged his practice with Dr. Arthur Ide, III, in 1992. He was a member of
the Royal Society of Medicine.
Sheldon was commissioned 2nd Lt. Medical Services Corps in May 1943, then resigned to
enter Medical School. He subsequently enlisted in the US Army June 1943 to continue
schooling in the Army Specialized Training Program. He was commissioned 1st Lt. USA
on graduation, May 1946. He completed training in Dermatology at Valley Forge General
Hospital under the tutelage of the Department of Dermatology at the University of
Pennsylvania and promoted to Captain in 1948. Between 1947-1949, he had a tour of
duty in a M.A.S.H. unit aboard the hospital ship USS Comfort in the North Atlantic and
Germany.
Dr. Mandel was appointed Assistant Instructor in the Department of Dermatology,
University of Minnesota in 1953; Professor in 1970; then Adjunct Professor in 1990. He
conducted seminars in Dermatology, basic sciences and clinical Dermatology, lectured to
graduate and undergraduate classes. He had regular weekly attendance at the Clinical

Conferences in Dermatology at the University of MN and at Mayo Clinic Scottsdale, AZ
during the winter months. He wrote and published several articles in medical journals. He
possessed incredible skill and acumen in Dermatology.
Sheldon was described as a kind, gentle, humble, and dapper gentleman. He was caring
and patient, and took sincere interest in everybody around him. His patients would come
into his office just to see him and talk. He was extremely devoted to his family; all of his
brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews and cousins. He had a special relationship with each
member individually. His daughter, Melissa, was the light of his life and the twinkle in his
eye. He gained an incredible son-in-law, Jon, and got the gift of two amazing
grandchildren, Jack and Piper, who he loved to watch grow. He married Patricia Evans in
1979, and enjoyed 21 years of marriage. They found Scottsdale, AZ to be their winter
haven. Sheldon was a quiet man, but had so much to say. He had a quick, dry sense of
humor and was a master of the pun. He was an avid reader, played golf, wrote poetry,
painted, played piano, and raised roses in his AZ garden. He was a lifelong learner,
mentor and teacher.
The family gives a special thank you to his “other” daughters; Doris Smith-Brown, Comfort
Dumuyah, and Eliza Winford, who took the best care of Sheldon these last few years and
loved him as their own Dad. Also a thank you to the Water’s on 50th, where he lived; and
to all the nurses, doctors and staff at Methodist Hospital, where he received the best care
when he went in with COVID19. Due to COVID restrictions, the graveside service will be
held Sunday, May 3, at 12:00 noon and can be viewed by emailing
erin@hodroffepstein.com or lmack@templeisrael.com for a Zoom link to watch the service
from your home. Shiva will be held on Sunday, May 3rd and Monday, May 4th, at 7:00pm
via Zoom. Memorials preferred to The UMN Mandel Dermatology Lectureship,
give.umn.edu. PO Box
860266, Minneapolis, MN 55486.

Comments

“

Mimi, Thinking of you at this very difficult time of life for you and your family. I was
one of two LPNs for Henry Michaelson MD and your father, Shelly for ten years. Your
father and Dr. Michaelson drew patients from literally all over the United States. I felt
so fortunate to learn from them at their office in the Medical Arts Bldg in Mpls..
Revered and respected by peers, patients, family, and friends for their expertise in
the diagnosis and treatment plan of people from all walks of life. Best of the best! Be
happy! Karen Brown

karen brown - May 18 at 04:32 PM

“

Melissa and family. Much love to you. Your dad was a great inspiration to me while
we lived here at the Waters. I used to have dinner with him and his sister some
times. He always made me feel special when we chatted. Much love to you, Jim
Kemp, #421 Waters

jim kemp - May 05 at 02:35 PM

“

Dear Mimi and Family,
Our deepest sympathy for the loss of your beloved father. We are so thankful you
had so many wonderful years together creating memories that will last forever.
With love,
Mindy, Peter, Evan & Jada Rechelbacher

Rechelbacher Family - May 04 at 11:23 AM

“

Rechelbacher Family lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Rechelbacher Family - May 04 at 11:21 AM

“

I remember what a special man & doctor Sheldon was. My husband: Milt Orkin &
Sheldon loved their mutual practice of Dermatology & academic pursuits. They had a
mutual admiration for one another. Sheldon personified the best that a man could
achieve & I will always remember him as a good friend. My sincere condolences to
his family & especially to my dear friend, Sandra Mandel. Love, Etta Fay Orkin

Etta Fay Orkin - May 04 at 01:23 AM

“

We send our heart-felt condolences to Sheldon's family, especially Mimi, Sandra, Jeff
and Liz, all of whom we became close to during the years Sheldon's brother, Irwin
was a resident at Shalom Home. Sheldon was dedicated to his brother Irwin and
visited him every Friday night when we were visiting our mother, who was also a
resident at Shalom Home. We appreciated his sense of humor, his kind presence, his
love and loyalty to his brother, and his friendship to us.
Esther Feldman and Steve Simon

Esther Feldman - May 03 at 09:51 PM

“

Dr. Mandel was the last of a generation of fabulous Dermatologic diagnosticians.
He frequently contributed his wisdom to the medical community at the Friday Grand
Rounds. The dermatology residents who were
fortunate to be in his presence learned about the art of handling patients and the
science of medicine.
Dr. Fred Gurtman, Dermatology Resident
1975-1978.

Dr. Fred Gurtman - May 03 at 07:52 PM

“

I have so many memories of the many years I knew him, from the time I was a RN at the
office down the hall to when I spoke to him when celebrating his 90th birthday. Chuck and I
loved his visits to the house and bringing Melissa to play with the kids. Shalom, dear friend.
Julie Storm
Julie Storm - May 06 at 11:43 AM

“

In my too-short time knowing Sheldon, he epitomized the phrase "scholar and
gentleman." Sharp mind. Tender heart. Delightful sense of humor. And such deep
love for his family and friends. A blessing to have known him.
Vince Giorgi

Vince Giorgi - May 03 at 12:10 PM

“

Dr. Mandel was an amazing, exceptional physician who mentored hundreds of
residents and students over many decades. He had a broad scope of knowledge and
skill in dermatology. He was a wonderful example of kindness and professionalism to
all people in medicine who were privileged to know him.
Dr. Soutor

Dr Soutor - May 03 at 10:04 AM

“

Matthew Zimmerman lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Matthew Zimmerman - May 03 at 07:15 AM

“

Growing up I had 2 Dads - my Father Ronald and Sheldon Mandel. We spent hours
golfing together at the MGC in the 70's and 80's. I used to cut the grass and wash
the windows for his late wife Pat at their home by Cedar Lake . We had countless
family meals together. The two most intelligent men I will ever know - Ron and
Sheldon. Between them - everything was a master class in brain power. I cringe at
some of the stupid things they heard me utter as I struggled to keep up with their
wicked levels of erudition, subtlety, humor, and wisdom. I learned how to think and
how to talk from these two brilliant doctors. The world does not make people this
complex any more. I miss both Ron and Sheldon every day. I would happily lug their
clubs around the course just to hear them talk together again.

Matthew Zimmerman - May 03 at 07:13 AM

“

Kate Mackay lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Kate Mackay - May 02 at 05:12 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Peggy Kane - May 01 at 11:12 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Peggy Kane - May 01 at 11:12 PM

“

I am sorry to hear about Sheldon's passing. I can't think of another doctor who I held
in more esteem than Sheldon Mandel - - he was simply "the best"! I enjoyed his
company socially, as well and loved the way he thought and expressed his ideas.
My heart felt condolences to Sandra and to his many family members.
Warmest sympathy, Ruth Usem

ruth usem - May 01 at 09:07 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Carolyn Abramson - May 01 at 06:39 PM

“

Sue Friedman lit a candle in memory of Sheldon L. Mandel

Sue Friedman - May 01 at 05:29 PM

