Dr. Seymour "Sey" Herbert Levitt
July 18, 1928 - September 30, 2017

Seymour “Sey” Herbert Levitt, MD, D.Sc, age 89 of Northridge, California, longtime
resident of Edina, Minnesota died on September 30, 2017. Born in Chicago, IL to
Margaret & Nathan Levitt, he spent his youth growing up with his parents, brother, Alvin,
and a large family of cousins, aunts and uncles and grandparents in Denver, Colorado. Dr.
Levitt graduated cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from the University of Colorado in 1950. He
attended medical school at the University of Colorado, where he was inducted into the
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society and received his medical degree in 1954. Dr. Levitt
completed his internship in Internal Medicine at Philadelphia General Hospital in 1954 and
then served as a Captain in the U.S. Army in Internal Medicine in Germany from 19551957. Subsequently, he completed his Residencies at the University of California; San
Francisco in Internal Medicine and Radiology, followed by an American Cancer Society
Clinical Fellowship, 1959-1960. Dr. Levitt’s rising career then took him to the University of
Michigan, Radiation Therapy from 1961-1962; the University of Rochester Medical Center
from 1962 -1963; the University of Oklahoma Medical Center, Chief of Division of
Radiation Therapy from 1963 – 1966; the Medical College of Virginia, Chairman, Division
of Radiotherapy and Oncology, Professor of Radiology, Richmond, Virginia, 1966 -1970.
Dr. Levitt then became Professor and Head and Clinical Chief, Department of Therapeutic
Radiology, University of Minnesota Hospital,1970 – 1999; during which time he did what
he loved - caring for his patients and heading academic research. In 1999 he "retired" and
became Professor Emeritus, continuing to see patients and write research papers until 87
years old, driving to clinics in Maple Grove and Wyoming, MN in all weather conditions;
nothing stopped him. He loved caring for his patients. He also served Foreign Adjunct
Professor at the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden, 2002 – 2014. Dr. Levitt was an
international leader in cancer treatment and a pioneer in the holistic approach to healing.
He significantly advanced the field of radiation oncology, particularly in the treatment of
breast and prostate cancer. He actively participated in numerous medical societies
including the American Board of Radiology, President of the American Society of
Therapeutic Radiation Oncology, President of the American Radium Society, Director of
the American Cancer Society, and President of the Radiologic Society of North America.

He was a Fellow American College of Radiology, Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of
Radiologists, England; Honorary Professor of Xian Medical University, Xian, China; the
Carlson International Biomedical Research Scholar - Stockholm, Sweden; Honorary
Member in the Deutsche Rontgengesellschaft -Wiesbaden, Germany; Honorary Member
of the European Congress of Radiology; Honorary Member of the German Radiation
Oncology Society; Member of the International Working Group on Radiotherapy
Stockholm, Sweden. He received the American Radium Society, Gold Medal; received the
ASTRO Gold Medal; Minnesota State Radiological Society, Distinguished Service Award;
University of Colorado American College of Radiology Gold Medal Recipient of University
of Colorado Honorary Degree, Doctor of Science, and Honorary Member Gilbert Fletcher
Society, Gold Medal Recipient Gold Medal Radiological Society of North America
Recipient. Dr. Levitt is preceded in death by his beloved son, Scott H. Levitt. He is
survived by his many family members who love him dearly: wife, Solveig Levitt: daughters,
Mary Jeanne Levitt, and Jennifer Levitt M.D.; daughter-in-law, Christine Levitt;
stepchildren, Sonja Johnson (Eric Johnson) and Eric Premack (Lori Varlotta);
grandchildren, Sean Levitt, Anna Johnson and Christina Johnson; brother and special
sister-in-law, Alvin & Rosanne Levitt; and many cherished cousins, nieces, and nephews.
The family offers its sincere gratitude to the staff of Comfort Care for their friendship and
loving care during the last two years.Funeral service 2:00 p.m. SUNDAY, October 8, 2017
at TEMPLE ISRAEL, 2323 Fremont Ave. So., Minneapolis. Memorials preferred to the
American Cancer Society or the University of Minnesota Medical School, Department of
Radiation Oncology. Family and friends will gather 7:00 p.m. Sunday at the Hyatt
Regency, 1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis.
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Comments

“

We were 17 first cousins, ranging in age over decades, born between 1922 and
1959. Today we are 11.
I knew my cousin Seymour as an adult and really only saw him a handful of times. I
didn’t know him when I was young. I was 3 years old when he graduated from CU. I
do remember my Mom talking about the bad accident he had as a teenager. He and
some friends were driving in the foothills outside of Morrison Colorado and I believe
they took a corner too sharply, and the car and an ejected Seymour both rolled down
the hill. My Mom always talked about being at the hospital and removing the small
stones that were imbedded in his back. She adored her nephew. He always
remembered her on Mother’s Day and he advised her and was there for her when
she was dealing with her cancer. He always had a special place in her heart, and I
know she had a special place in his.
My sister, who is 6 years older than me, remembers a time when he was training and
brought an Asian colleague to our Bubbie’s house and she wouldn't let him in so he
came to our house a couple of doors down. According to our cousin Shelly, he was in
the delivery room when she was born in 1953. Aunt Dorothy, her mother, had told her
that he was a resident intern at the time.
Wishing my Levitt family peace and love at this tough time.
Gail

Gail Marcus - October 08, 2017 at 01:27 PM

“

While Dr. Levitt was accomplished on so many fronts, my family had the good fortune
of being the recipient of his exceptional kindness during difficult times. As a close
friend of my step father's, Max Shapiro, he sent a giant and gorgeous azalea plant to
their home every year on Rosh Hashanah. Upon Max's death, he continued to
remember my mother with this gesture, while promising to send this annual gift for as
long as he could. His offers to help during her lengthy illness were frequent and his
thoughtfulness was genuine and heartfelt....a wonderful, caring man.
Liz Evans

liz - October 06, 2017 at 10:03 AM

