Ruth Elaine Hartman
June 27, 1924 - February 6, 2021

Ruth Elaine Hartman died February 6, 2021. She was born June 27, 1924 in St. Paul,
Minnesota, to David and Katherine (Goldberg) Skadron. Later, the family moved to the
little town of Bowbells, North Dakota, where Ruth’s father owned a grocery store. After his
death when Ruth was just 13, the family returned to St. Paul, where Ruth remained until
she married. Just after the end of World War II, Ruth met the love of her life, a recently
returned soldier, Samuel Hartman, at a dance at the Nicollet Hotel in Minneapolis, where
he told her during their very first dance, “I’m going to marry you.” She laughed it off, but
two months later, they did indeed marry. The newlyweds moved to Detroit Lakes,
Minnesota, where Samuel, his father and brothers operated a hide and fur and scrap
metal recycling business, and it was there that Samuel and Ruth raised their three boys
and lived a contented, small town life. Ruth was a consummate loving, doting wife and
mother, tirelessly nurturing and guiding her boys; a community volunteer — heading the
Big Brothers organization of Detroit Lakes, tutoring elementary school students in reading,
and serving as den mother for a Cub Scout troop. In their later years together, Samuel and
Ruth enjoyed winters on Sanibel Island, where they both enjoyed the warmth, the sun and
birdwatching at Ding Darling. After Samuel’s death in 1997, Ruth returned to the Twin
Cities, where she energetically championed landscaping and music initiatives for her
residence at Knollwood Place. Ruth enjoyed theater, music, oil painting (creating fun,
whimsical pieces which are prized by her family). Later, she studied voice at the MacPhail
School, where she enthusiastically participated in voice recitals, showing off her lovely
singing voice and stage presence. She followed current events, and she was passionately
inquisitive about anything that interested her, whether it was birds or presidential
candidates. Ruth was preceded in death by her parents, David and Katherine; husband,
Samuel; sister, Sylvia Bloomberg; brother, Dr. Stanley Skadron; grandson, Dr. Benjamin
Hartman; and her dear friends Isadore Davis and Walter Lubov. She is survived by her
three adoring sons, Dr. David (Jo Ellen) Hartman, Robert (Nancy) Hartman, and Morrie
(Dr. Michael Bahr) Hartman; grandchildren, Michael (Rabbi Jennifer) Hartman, Joey
(Stefanie Schostak) Hartman, Rachel (Michael) Bey and Shira (Lee) Atakpu; greatgrandchildren, Lilah Atakpu, Theo Atakpu, Sasha Hartman, Emmy Hartman, Fred
Hartman, Jonah Hartman, sisters-in-law Ethel Mayeron and Nancy Skadron, and many

beloved nieces, nephews and friends. Thanks to the attentive staff at the Roitenberg
Residence for their loving attention over many years. Memorials may be made to the
Sholom Foundation, Samuel Hartman Fund https://giving.sholom.com/sslpage.aspx?pid=3
88 , the MacPhail School of Music https://www.macphail.org/individual-giving/ , Big
Brothers-Big Sisters of the Twin Cities https://www.bigstwincities.org/donate/ , or donor’s
choice. Zoom memorial service 3:00 pm on WEDNESDAY, February 10th. Private burial at
cemetery. Zoom SHIVA 7:00 pm on Wednesday. Email zoom3@hodroffepstein.com for
link to services.
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Comments

“

I have so many happy memories of visiting the Hartmans in Detroit Lakes, and Ruth
was the most gracious and glamorous woman in town. We were so fortunate to have
her in our lives.
Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross

Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross - February 17, 2021 at 11:23 PM

“

What a large and lovely family! Now it is clear that much of this loveliness came
down from the loveliness of Ruth. Despite the family's large size, Ruth and her clan
were able to include the "out of towners" with no local connections. The Tanz family
were delighted to share a sail with Morrie and Ruth, meals together at Passover,
dinners at Sholom and Morrie and Mike's home. We all will miss her.
Mark, Laura (of blessed memory), Dan and Josh

Mark Tanz - February 10, 2021 at 09:14 PM

“

The Hartman Family and the Lorentzen Family were dear neighborhood friends in
our small town of Detroit Lakes, the place where Ruth and Sam raised their 3
wonderful sons, now all grown men. The Hartman’s lived up the hill from us, only
about 4 houses away. Our family remembers “Morrie’s Mom” with such great
affection. She was smart, beautiful, loving, engaging and as our mother Nelia
described her, “classy”. In talking with my siblings about Ruth since we got the news
of her passing, one of my brother’s captured her essence beautifully when he said
“She was elegant and always kind to me.” Our childhood was 50-60 years ago and
what my brother remembers about Ruth was her kindness. What a tribute to a life
well-lived… Blessings to Ruth’s family from “the family down the hill” as they mourn
her passing.

Ruthann Lorentzen - February 10, 2021 at 01:44 PM

“

SHUSSIE & ALLEN lit a candle in memory of Ruth Elaine Hartman

SHUSSIE & ALLEN - February 09, 2021 at 01:43 PM

“

Ruth had a lovely quality of always touching my arm when speaking with me. I
always adored her warmth and marshmallow chocolate delights. She will forever be
remembered by the Arnold family and the Hartman family in our thoughts. May her
life be a blessing.

Marissa Arnold - February 09, 2021 at 10:31 AM

“

What an energetic, adventurous, strong lady. Raised such great boys. What a loss.
Peni and Steve Gensler

peni gensler - February 09, 2021 at 09:55 AM

“

Robert, Morrie & family,
I specifically recall Ruth at the Sholom Ball watching Stevie G. & me up there in front
of you all...She certainly was NOT timid about requesting her fave songs...just a
delightful lady. Thinking of you all.
Warmly,
Sandy

Sandy Atlas - February 08, 2021 at 05:20 PM

