Rosalie Ann Kane
June 29, 1940 - May 5, 2020

Rosalie Ann Kane, PhD., 79, died in her home with her daughters at her side on May 5,
2020, following a brief battle with brain cancer. Rosalie was a professor of social work and
public health for more than 45 years and spent more than three decades at the University
of Minnesota where she worked up until the time of her death. A pioneer in her field,
Rosalie’s academic work focused on case management, community-based care, and
transforming long term care systems to be more person-centered. She was a relentless
champion for the rights of seniors and adults with disabilities to self-advocate. Rosalie was
a prolific author, unafraid to challenge established norms in her work. She truly cared
about and listened to people’s stories, which animated her professional pursuits. Rosalie
had a brilliant and creative intellect and she shared it generously with her students,
colleagues, and friends. Rosalie was passionate in her commitments but not rigid in her
thinking. Rosalie actively participated in many communities and causes. She was
extremely proud of her Canadian heritage and remained connected to her Ottawa Valley
roots despite living her adult life in the United States. She was an unapologetic feminist
and progressive political activist. Growing up in an era when religious education was
largely reserved for boys, Rosalie was bat-mitzvahed as an adult and her synagogue
remained an important focal point of her intellectual and spiritual life. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Robert Kane, parents Max and Pearl Smolkin, and brother, Robert
Smolkin. She is survived by her three daughters: Miranda Kane (Patrick Robbins), Ingrid
Kane Johnson (Gunnar Johnson), and Kate Kane (Joyce Mariano); her grandchildren:
Kathleen, Devan, Mary, Conor, Ilsa, Lily, Olivia, and Emilia, who were the source of
Rosalie’s purest joy and whose diverse interests and talents she enthusiastically
supported. She is also remembered by her brother, David (Tova) Smolkin; sisters-in-law,
Sheila Smolkin and Candy West (Dan); and many nephews, nieces, cousins, friends and
colleagues. Funeral services will be hosted virtually by ADATH JESHURUN
CONGREGATION on FRIDAY, May 8th at 10:00 a.m. Go to Zoom link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82827713288. The family asks that in lieu of flowers or gifts,
consider a donation in Rosalie’s memory to the Robert L. and Rosalie A. Kane
Scholarship Fund at the Minnesota Gerontological Society https://www.mngero.org/,
Planned Parenthood, Southern Poverty Law Center or any organization that advances

social justice. A virtual SHIVA will be Sunday 6:30 pm via the same Zoom link as for the
funeral.

Comments

“

I worked for Rosalie for a few years at the Long Term Care Resource Center at the U
of M. Rosalie was a fierce advocate for the dignity of the aged and for all people. She
was brilliant, independent, funny, and warm. My condolences to the Kane family, her
many colleagues and friends.

Ben Ragsdale - May 24 at 05:16 PM

“

Since I was introduced to Rosalie in the summer of 1990, she has been part of so
many facets and sub-facets of my life that I’m sure I’ll be sharply reminded of her
departure for as long as I live. She was brilliant. She was generative. She was
complicated. She was funny. She was persistent. She was demanding. She was
quirky. She was uncompromising. She was infinitely competent and seemingly
tireless. She never gave up on people or ideas she believed in.
Helen Q. Kivnick, Professor of Social Work, University of Minnesota
Helen Kivnick - 4 seconds ago

Helen Kivnick - May 22 at 02:44 PM

“

Rosalie was a colleague, and more importantly she was a friend. Life seems emptier
now without her presence we have felt for the past 25 years. Rosalie taught us
strength, integrity and perseverance. Rosalie was truly unique and that uniqueness
was what made her beautiful to us. Rosalie never ceased to amaze us with stories
and facts about issues that we should be aware of. We will miss, not being able to
share a meal or not being asked to come help with the patio plants and many more
things. We will be forever grateful that we were able to share our special day with her
late last year. We are including a picture of us going to the park with Rosalie as well
as a picture of Rosalie at our special day. We are glad to know, she is with Bob now.
Rosalie, we will miss you forever.

Carla and Bonnie - May 13 at 05:43 PM

“

Rosalie was a brilliant researcher in the field of social work and public health. She
was cheerfully kind with a delightfully quirky sense of humour. Spending summers at
the cottage, Rosalie showered us all with love and affection. I greatly admired her
spirit and determination to better the world. She gave me great joy and
encouragement to be open minded and pursue my passions. I will carry her joy into
the future and remember her always. Love you Rosalie.

Nathan Almirall - May 10 at 07:26 PM

“

Rosalie was -- and always will be -- a giant in the field. I was intimidated by my first
1:1 contact with her, when she challenged why I was measuring a particular
construct as I was. I remember that contact more than 25 years later, because it
instilled in me a deep respect to learn from others. The fact that we later became
friends and colleagues speaks to why many of us are in this field: the passion to
connect, and to make a difference. The world is better for Rosalie having been here,
and she will be missed greatly. I, and I'm sure many of us, will be acknowledging her
in our future work.
Sheryl Zimmerman, Distinguished Professor
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Sheryl - May 10 at 06:33 PM

“

Rosalie is as much a part of the cottage as the boathouse, or Narnia. She was
always up for anything - be it a game of Cranium, a boat ride, a good meal
surrounded by loved ones. I will miss her warm welcomes. Each summer, she'd greet
me with a smile and questions about how things were going in the big city. She was
full of genuine interest about every detail, and always had an interesting fact or two
about the topic at hand. Her energy, curiosity, intelligence, and good nature continue
to inspire me to never stop asking questions, and to enjoy life, learning, and family.
She will live on for many more years in our memories and fond retellings of stories.

Katie Almirall - May 09 at 06:47 PM

“

Rosalie has meant so much to our understanding of gerontology and to the
development of generations of investigators. We always could look to her to ask
questions and advocate for better care for older adults. As I got to know the person
behind the legend, I came to see someone who was fiercely proud of all generations
of her family, particularly her daughters and grandchildren. My condolences on your
loss.
Debra Saliba
Professor, UCLA

Debra Saliba - May 09 at 06:44 PM

“

Rosalie modeled career professional and caring woman for many of us. She spoke
truth to power and to Bob. Her infectious smile, wit and generosity as a mentor are
greatly appreciated. Thank you for caring for her in the way she helped us all learn
so much about. She made the world brighter and better for 1,000s of us.

Elise - May 09 at 07:38 AM

“

Rosalie was an unforgettable force, and her love for family and the cottage was an
inspiration. We could always bank on seeing her back home each summer (where
every year, without fail, she’d have birthday cards for Ains with August birthdays and
fun presents for the kids at the ready), and for many years, her trips to the cottage
weren’t complete without a visit to Montreal to see Dorothy. Rosalie was very much a
part of what made being back in Rideau Ferry magical, and we’ll miss her. Miranda,
Ingrid, Kate: Sebastian and the girls and I send you and your families so much love.

Deb, Sebastian, Alysa, & Zoe - May 09 at 07:00 AM

“

Throughout our long mutual history in the field of aging Rosalie has been a beacon
for improving the lives of frail elders and people with disabilities, especially those
living in group settings--a beacon for standards and expectations that she and Bob
would be the first to point out (each in their very different ways) that we didn't achieve
then (or now as evidenced by the current pandemic crisis) but a beacon that will live
on for all because of her research and writings.
While we shared a long professional history, my favorite memories of Rosalie are
personal. She was always generous, making me feel respected and accepted and
that she was interested in my perspective. I will remember the fleeting yet deep
discussions about her cancer and her family during chance encounters in the grocery
store, her multiple invitations to the airline club for wine and munchies when we
found ourselves headed to or from the same meeting where we had wide ranging
talks uninterrupted by sharing a cab to the destination, that she and Bob attended my
overly long retirement party with genuine enthusiasm, her tour of their penthouse as
she described each work of art and nook and cranny when I visited, and Bob's shiva,

where I knew no one, when she grabbed my hand and led me around asking me to
stay longer, making me feel welcome while telling me family tales of the Canadian
cabin.
Our last visit was December 18th when we saw each other in the hallway after our
separate book club meetings in the same building and stood there in a wonderfully
intense heart to heart discussion for at least an hour before we found a bench to sit
down on and talked for another hour about life and death, loss of our husbands, our
own aging, books, music, art and theatre events, her latest project that she wanted
me to be involved in, and shared many social justice concerns like immigrant rights
and LTSS workforce issues. She was mortified that she hadn't known about services
for my husband and later sent two sympathy cards, afraid she had forgotten to send
the first. As always she talked about everything all at once (diagramming her
sentences would be a fun challenge) but it all made perfect sense. We made plans to
follow up after the new year. Then I was ill for a few weeks, and left on vacation and
by the time I came back we had the shut down and it was also too late. Not knowing
about her illness, last Sunday I had just written her name on a to do list planning to
reach out to her. I guess this will have to do. We will all will miss her vibrance and
warmth, her never ending enthusiasm and curiosity and persistent questioning of the
status quo, and her deep concern for others.
Deepest sympathies to her family and all who knew her.
Pam Parker

Pamela Parker - May 08 at 04:49 PM

“

My heart goes out to you, dear daughters of Bob & Rosalie Kane. It is certainly an
end to an era. Your parents were mentors to me; and I used textbooks by Bob when I
was in college decades ago. Your Mom (and Dad) were always BOTH forces to
reckon with, but from them I learned valuable lessons. I loved and admired so much
of both of their keen minds....but always enjoyed your Dad’s often repeated
comments as your Mom entered the latest meeting part way through. He’d say, “And
now comes the late Rosalie Kane...”, and she’d always respond, “Oh Robbie, you
talk as if I’m dead.” And the debate would continue a few more lines. I’m a better
person having met and worked and been befriended for and by your folks...
Pat Schommer

Pat Schommer - May 08 at 04:30 PM

“

What does one say about a woman who was a mentor to so many people, a person
who showed compassion, a colleague who taught us so much, and a friend who we
will miss. We can simply say, "thank you Rosalie, you made an impact on my career",
and I will add, my sympathy to all of the family. Bob and Rosalie are together again.
Blessings to all, Shirley Barnes

Shirley Barnes - May 08 at 03:50 PM

“

Rosalie's gifts were also her enthusiasms; her outstanding intellect, her boundless
curiosity, sheer love of life and her willingness to mentor and shepherd succeeding
generations of scholars, and through it all, her dedication to bringing all her gifts to
bear on making the world a better place. There is so much to admire and to
appreciate about her. She has left the world better for having been in it, and with that,
a cherished memory that I and many, many others will keep and cherish over the
years. Knowing her was a blessing.
John Bricout

John Bricout - May 08 at 03:49 PM

“

My condolences to your family. Rosalie will be missed. She was such a strong voice
against agism and sexism. Such an amazing intellect and willingness to give of
herself to help students. She taught me much through her strength and vulnerability
and was one of them most interesting people I've ever met.
I will miss her
Donna McAlpine

Donna Mcalpine - May 08 at 03:38 PM

“

Rosalie truly was a force and will be missed by many. She was a big part of my PhD
experience, from chairing the admissions committee to giving me my first research
assistantship position at UMN, to sitting on my dissertation committee. She was
tireless in her work and in her interest in others' thoughts, ideas, and well-being. I

was consistently amazed by her ability to remember names and details of seemingly
everyone she'd ever met. She was a people person, and it showed in the way that
she always had time to talk and in the ways that she worked for a better world for her
entire career.
Carrie Henning-Smith - May 08 at 01:42 PM

“

Rosalie's death is in so many ways the end of an era.
For me it means the loss of my first boss as a policy gerontologist. Granted the force
or whirlwind that she was did mean she was not the easiest person to work for. But
over the seven years that I worked for her, her and Bob, and then just Bob I gained a
wealth of experiences and certain self-confidence that I'm sure I would not have
gotten anywhere else.
Over that time I learned to only accept rides home from Bob, to never have lunch
with Rosalie when she was eating a chicken leg, how to alphabetize my two word
unhyphenated last name (from Rosalie of course), and that when I needed a
shoulder to cry on Rosalie was that shoulder. As my career took me on a new path,
Rosalie remained passionately interested in me and my family, particularly my
daughters who both were born during those 7 years. She always asked to see my
pictures and was always eager to share pictures of her grandchildren, especially
Devon who was born just 3 weeks after my eldest.
Rosalie was unique, a non-linear thinker (who was always going somewhere brilliant
you just had to hang-on for the ride), challenging and endearing--all at once. It was a
sincere pleasure to have been a part of the club of people who worked for and with
Rosalie (and Bob).
She indeed will be deeply missed.
Mary Olsen Baker

Mary Olsen Baker - May 08 at 12:44 PM

“

With gratitude I thank Rosalie’s family for sharing her with all the scholars who
learned so much from her as well as Bob Kane these past several decades. Her
legacy will live on in the scholarship she has left for current and future generations.
The memorial service eulogies from her grandchildren, nephew and three daughters
enlightened me to how committed Rosalie also was to her family life. What an full life
she had.

Debra Dobbs - May 08 at 12:36 PM

“

Rosalie was a mentor to me through conversations at conferences and professional
events. She never hesitated to take time to talk with me, not only to share her
knowledge and input about a topic but also to inquire about mine. I was always lifted
up by her encouragement and support for my work to facilitate better quality of life for
the aged community. Thank you to everyone who shared during the service to help
us know more about Rosalie. The words from her daughters were a wonderful gift to
others, especially as we celebrate Mother’s Day this weekend.
Peace to all, Valerie Richards, Alzheimer’s Educator & Family Coach

Valerie Richards - May 08 at 12:33 PM

“

Sending lots of love. Cousin Rosalie was truly one of a kind and I'll miss talking with
her at Rideau Ferry and family occasions. She will be greatly missed. My
condolences and deepest sympathies.

debra kriger - May 08 at 12:31 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the entire family on your immense loss. Rosalie was an
immensely respected colleague here at the University of Minnesota and I feel
fortunate to have worked and learned from her as our paths crossed on various
projects over the years. She was always insightful, kind, and supportive which I will
truly miss. In hearing about the rest of her life today at her memorial service, I am
reminded of the biblical proverb that describes her so well:
A Woman Of Valor (Proverbs 31:10-31)
She shall be respected for her kindness and good deeds.
She speaks words of wisdom.
Compassion is her virtue.
Honor her for the fruit of her hands.
Let her be praised for her accomplishments.
--Steve Shuman, U of M School of Dentistry

Steve Shuman - May 08 at 12:29 PM

“

Rosalie was my mother-in-law. So many words flood my mind when I think of her:
Mother
Grandmother
Emotional
Relentless

Generous
Welcoming
Technology troubled
Teacher
Respected
Kind
Hardworking
Smart
Driven
Fighter
Sweet
Quirky
Farewell, Rosalie. Your leave a lasting legacy.
Love, Gunnar
Gunnar Johnson - May 08 at 12:26 PM

“

On behalf of everyone from the Minnesota Gerontological Society, I send both
condolences and gratitude in Rosalie’s memory. She and Bob were the backbone of
our work and organization. I personally miss her deeply and am so sad that she is no
longer physically with us.
In 2017 immediately after Bob’s death, MGS established the Robert L. and Rosalie
A. Kane Scholarship Fund, and we are grateful to the family for suggesting support
for the fund in lieu of flowers. I’m pleased to announce that, because of the generous
donations from family and friends, two annual scholarships will be awarded each and
every year in their honor to higher ed students who focus on improving services to
older adults. Thank you!
Tom Hyder, Executive Director, Minnesota Gerontological Society

Tom Hyder - May 08 at 12:26 PM

“

The funeral service felt as powerful as Rosalie. Kate, dear Friend, my heart remains
with you as your grief unfolds in the coming days, months, and years. As always, my
love to you, Joyce, and Emilia. XO, Becca Nolan

Becca Nolan - May 08 at 12:16 PM

“

I was proud to have Rosalie as a colleague in the School of Social Work. My deepest
condolences to Rosalie's children, grand children, and friends throughout the world.
Megan Morrissey, School of Social Work

Megan Morrissey - May 08 at 12:11 PM

“

With great admiration and respect for a great woman who will be missed. Glad I
grabbed a moment at our last GSA.
Nina Silverstein

Nina Silverstein - May 08 at 11:40 AM

“

I offer my deepest sympathies and sincerest condolences to Rosalie's family.
Rosalie's immense influence in helping people live the best lives possible as they
grow older is felt by thousands of people on a daily basis. I also reflect on her
generoisty and support to those struggling with their own losses, much as she and
Bob did for me and my family. Her passionate and caring spirit will be missed.

Joe Gaugler - May 08 at 11:21 AM

“

My condolences to Rosalie’s family. I admire Rosalie for her commitment and
passion for improving quality of life and dignity for older people. Bob and Rosalie
were both my mentors who also built a close relationship with my family. Rosalie
visited me when both my kids were born and has been very welcoming to my
parents, when they visited from Ukraine. I am grateful for that. Rosalie loved her
family and always shared about new accomplishments by her grandkids and
children. I last saw her at LeadingAge Institute in February, where I presented on the
assisted living report card in Minnesota. She came to my session, had lots of good
questions, and stayed to talk afterward. She was in great spirits and excited about
the work she is doing. I will miss Rosalie and hope to continue the work she and Bob
were doing.

Tetyana Shippee - May 08 at 11:16 AM

“

My condolences to Rosalie's family. Rosalie was a wonderful mentor to all of us at
the University of Minnesota. Just a few months ago she asked if she could come give
a talk to our new PhD students. She gave a wonderful, whirlwind overview of her
research career to the students. What a treat! We will all miss her so much.
Liz LIghtfoot

Liz Lightfoot - May 08 at 11:05 AM

“

My thoughts are with the Kane family. Thank you all for sharing Rosalie with the
world! She was a generous mentor, scholar, advocate, and creative thinker who
influenced generations of gerontologists. Her commitment to improving the lives of
older adults and people with disabilities was tireless. I will hold dear the fun time we
had in Austin, TX this past November. She impressively knew the lyrics of every Tom
Lehrer song we could come up with! She will be missed.

Nancy Giunta - May 08 at 09:56 AM

“

Dear Cousins Miranda, Ingrid & Kate,
Although I didn't get much of a chance to interact with your mother over the years
(although I did attend her wedding), I always looked forward to see your parents on
those rare occasions when I visited them in Salt Lake City, Pacific Palisades, and
Minneapolis (or was it St. Paul). Rosalie was always very kind to me, and now that
I'm a true "vulnerable elder" I really appreciate all that she tried to do for us "old folks"
over the years. She will be missed.
Your cousin, once removed) Ken Wallston

Ken Wallston - May 08 at 09:38 AM

“

Rosalie and I were friends and colleagues for over 40 yeas. She was always a
visionary and an inspiration to those with whom she worked and will be greatly
missed.
Barbara Berkman

Barbara Berkman - May 08 at 07:50 AM

“

My condolences to the Kane and Smolkin family and to all who knew and loved
Rosalie. Her passion and dedication to older adults and people with disabilities and
her energy for her work was inspiring. She and Bob were a force—legends, each of
them. They helped shine a light on what needed to change and where promising
practices were being pursued. Their work benefited not only Minnesota and the U.S.
but had influence in other countries as well. We already miss them both.
Thank you, Rosalie for your many gifts that you shared with us all.
—A colleague in aging and health services, Deborah Paone

Deborah Paone - May 07 at 10:12 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to you all. We heard many stories of Rosalie while we were
growing up from our mother, Susie Beattie Stevens, a friend and schoolmate in
Arnprior, and later at UofT. They remained friends throughout life, despite their
different pathways. It was so special to us when Rosalie travelled to our mums
funeral last year. She was a delightful storyteller and we were all so impressed with
her spunk and energy, navigating Montreal with Uber. We are so sorry for your loss
and hope you find some comfort in your memories. Love, Elizabeth, Caroline, Tom
and Kate Stevens. Xo

Elizabeth Stevens - May 07 at 07:43 PM

“

condolences on the death of your mother. my thoughts are with you at this sad time.

nancy malmon - May 07 at 06:35 PM

“

I I met Rosalie and Bob very early in my career at DHHS. I remember serving on a
grants panel with them when they were still at Rand! I admired their work from that
time forward. I attended some invitational conferences they hosted and it was always
fun to be with them in the company of the late, great Dick Ladd, a legendary pioneer
of HCBS at the state level. Rosalie and I usually got together, sometimes with Bob
and sometimes just the two of us, for at least one good long chat over coffee at
annual GSA meetings and these talks were always highlights of attending GSA for
me. I think my fondest perssonal memory was of introducing Rosalie to my daughter

Liz at a GSA meeting in New Orleans when Liz was still less than 1 year old and we
talked about our families.
Pamela Doty - May 07 at 06:13 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Rosalie Ann Kane

Carolyn Abramson - May 07 at 04:43 PM

“

RIP cara Rosalie. Sei stata una persona importante nella mia formazione
professionale. Grazie.

Renzo Rozzini, Geriatrician, Italy - May 07 at 03:49 PM

“

Though not knowingly related to her, my sincerest SYMPATHIES to Rosalie Anne's
Entire Family
MAY SHE REST IN PEACE AND BE A BLESSING FOR HER FAMILY

Peggy Kane - May 07 at 03:27 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn Rosalie had passed on. Her contributions to public
health and the field of longevity are without peer. My late husband, Lester Breslow, a
distinguished U/Minnesota graduate, and I remember with fondness welcoming Bob
and Rosalie to Los Angeles and UCLA many years ago. I look forward to the Zoom
service tomorrow morning. May her family and friends be comforted at this sad time.
I look forward to listening/seeing her funeral tomorrow, strange as that sounds.

devra breslow in los angeles
devra breslow - May 07 at 01:16 PM

“

Rosalie was an amazing scholar. She was one of the hardest working faculty
members I have ever known. Her work on long term care improved the lives of so
many people around the world. She was so proud of being a social worker and
exemplified the best qualities of our profession. SHe loved her family and was very
proud of her children and their famlies. We all have great memories and stories of
our time with Rosalie. May the memories help to ease the grief.

Dean Jean Quam - May 07 at 10:28 AM

“

Rosalie was a towering figure in gerontology and a ceaseless advocate for
vulnerable elders. I have learned from her and greatly respected her throughout my
career.
Fox Wetle
Professor, Brown University

Terrie Fox Wetle - May 07 at 10:20 AM

“

Since I was introduced to Rosalie in the summer of 1990, she has been part of so many
facets and sub-facets of my life that I’m sure I’ll be sharply reminded of her departure for as
long as I live. She was brilliant. She was generative. She was complicated. She was funny.
She was persistent. She was demanding. She was quirky. She was uncompromising. She
was infinitely competent and seemingly tireless. She never gave up on people or ideas she
believed in.
Helen Q. Kivnick, Professor of Social Work, University of Minnesota
Helen Kivnick - May 22 at 02:43 PM

