Robert Perwien
August 17, 1924 - August 8, 2020

Robert B. Perwien of Coconut Creek, Florida, passed away August 8, 2020. Bob was born
in St. Paul, Minnesota. He lived a long and full life. He met his future wife, Ruth Meltz, at a
Jewish youth dance. After serving our country in the Army during World War II, he
attended the University of Minnesota and married. As an engineer he joined his father’s
company, Fuel Economy Engineering, building barracks for the Army. He became an
entrepreneur, owning several marine businesses. He relocated to south Florida, where he
owned and managed numerous apartment buildings.
Bob never met a stranger; he loved to talk. His wife, Ruth, taught him to dance and they
were always the first on the dance floor and the last to leave. His sisters loved to dance
with him whenever the opportunity arose. They hosted many dance parties at their home.
In Minnesota he loved gardening, boating, and fishing. In south Florida he was active in
the American Legion and was the Commodore for many years. Bob and Ruth were
socially active, entertaining in their home, availing themselves of the arts, and as
members of the Latin Club, ballroom dancing with friends.
In the Wynmoor retirement community Bob was active in numerous clubs – “WoodWorking”, “Fishing”, “Nature”, “Live, Laugh, and Love Moor”, and “Pennsylvania”. He was
also an officer of his condominium association. He had many friends there.
Family meant the world to Bob and he cherished them. He would travel every year to
spend time with his children and grandchildren that lived in other states. He was famous
for his stories that he shared. His face would light up when talking about his children and
grandchildren; he was so proud of them all.
Survivors include his children; Mickey Perwien, Rena Perwien and fiancé Donnie Jeffcoat,
Dr. Jonathan Perwien and wife Lori Aptekar Perwien; 4 grandchildren; Sarah Perwien,
Micah Perwien, Joshua Perwien, and Rachel Perwien; siblings, Nadine Rosenberg and
Helene Ginsburg. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 49 years, Ruth;
siblings Joan Slacter, Donald Perwien, Michael Perwien, James Perwien, and Edmund
Perwien. He was the “favorite Uncle Bob” to numerous loving nieces and nephews; and
he was loved by his many friends. He will be missed by all.
Funeral zoom 11:00 A.M. (CST) on SUNDAY, August 16th. In lieu of flowers, the family
asks that donations be directed towards the Jewish National Fund (jnf.org) or the

Wounded Warrior Family Support (wwfs.org). Please email zoom2@hodroffepstein.com
for funeral zoom link.

Comments

“

To Dr. Perwien
We are very sorry for your loss and offer our condolences to you and your family.
Harvey and Dorothy Waroff

Harvey Waroff - August 17 at 01:54 PM

“

To dr Jon Perwien
We are so sorry to read about your great loss. Please send our deepest condolences
to your entire family.
Gordon Phillips and Richard Phillips

richard Phillips - August 14 at 01:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rena - August 13 at 06:13 PM

“

I am very sorry to read of Bob's death. Our families go back so many decades! May
he rest in peace.

Margie Gendler Marks - August 13 at 05:11 PM

“

We're so sorry to learn of Bob's passing. May his memory be a blessing! With love
and deepest sympathies, Ellen & Thelma Braunstein

Ellen Braunstein - August 13 at 02:33 PM

“

“

So sorry for your loss. Rena, you and your family will be in my thoughts and prayers.
Mary Kennedy

Mary Kennedy - August 13 at 01:09 PM

“

Although Bob and I only met once, I feel like I have known him forever through Rena
and her brothers!! While beaming with that warm smile and body language of
enthusiasm, he eagerly shared a life well lived and loved, especially his pride and joy
in his family. A further connection is to just now realize his birthday was two days
after my own father, and I lost my mother in the same year as them. Kindred spirits
with all the family on so many levels!! My prayers and love to all the family as you
celebrate his beautiful, long life.

Jean Rayhle - August 12 at 07:53 PM

“

Bob was such a good person and Mom and I send our condolences to the entire
Perwien Family. My parents loved getting together with Ruth and Bob and sharing
fun times, good food and great stories! May Bob's memory be a blessing to all who
knew him. He will be greatly missed. With our deepest sympathies, Thelma & Ellen
Braunstein

Ellen & Thelma Braunstein - August 12 at 06:42 PM

“

Sincerest SYMPATHIES to Bob's Entire Family. MAY HE REST IN PEACE

Peggy Kane - August 12 at 05:28 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss, he was such a treasured, sweet man. What a great
life he had!
Katie (Lovich) Jaydan (Micah's 1st cousin)

Katie (Lovich) Jaydan - August 12 at 04:15 PM

“

I remember Bob from when I was in my grade school years. I lived four houses down
from the Meltz family and was friends with Ruth’s youngest sister, Elaine. Bob would
ride over on his big motorcycle to call on Ruthie. He was a handsome young man
with a million dollar smile. He gave Elaine and I short rides down Irving Avenue
North. We sat behind him and held onto him for dear life. I hope you all have many
fond memories to sustain you in the days and years ahead. May his memory always
be for a blessing.
Annalee Smith Odessky
St. Louis Park, MN

Annalee Odessky - August 12 at 01:54 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss and we are glad to have known Bob over the years. We
have fond memories and we hope your fond memories will always bring you comfort.
Lovingly, Sully and Heidi

Heidi Tarshish - August 12 at 01:45 PM

“

Dear Ida, Helene, Susan and Family,
I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your Uncle Bob. I do remember him from a
long time ago when we lived on Rome Avenue and I would visit.
May his memory be a blessing and may your wonderful memories bring you much
joy and peace.
Love, Sheryl

Sheryl Frankel - August 12 at 01:15 PM

