Raisa Taller
September 17, 1937 - December 1, 2020

Raisa Taller of Saint Paul passed away on December 1, 2020. Preceded in death by
parents, Elya and Nina Iolish. Survived by husband, Semen Taller; and daughter, Ella.
Raisa survived World War II as a child and was a private person with a warm smile. She
worked hard as a Food Technologist and always loved being with her family. Raisa’s
loving heart and beautiful smile will be missed by so many. A private funeral to be held.
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My condolences to Raisa’s family. I worked in the women’s health center at the
JCC for years, and spent many hours talking to Raisa there. She was thoughtful,
kind, and generous, and I enjoyed hearing her perspective on a wide variety of
subjects. May her memory be for a blessing.
Jessica Grodin - December 19, 2020 at 01:18 AM

My friendship with Raisa goes back more than 20 years. We met at the St. Paul
JCC and became fast friends. We shared a common background: my ancestors
came from Ukraine, as did Raisa. I often wondered if we were related. I loved to
hear her speak; her voice so reminded me of my maternal grandmother. Raisa
was a student of the world. She was always working on her English language
skills. I bought an English-Russian dictionary and she was thrilled to be able to
continue her learning. I also bought her some notebooks so she could write her
story. Again, she was so appreciative for such simple things that meant so much
to her. I do hope she wrote all that she wanted the world to know about her life.
She was always reading and we had many conversations about exercise, food
and nutrition, politics and human relationship. Many years ago, she told me her
theory on the nature of relationships between men and women. I told my husband
her theory and to this day, we still quote it to each other. Raisa was a loving
daughter to her mother who also emigrated to the United States. When her
mother needed nursing home care, Raisa would take city buses to the Sholom
Home, when it still was on Midway Parkway, to be with her mom. When I was
able to, I would drive her there. So was so appreciative of this simple act. Raisa
and I would also make visits to Sam's Club which we both enjoyed. Raisa loved
the outdoors and often would be outside, barefoot, taking in the earth beneath her
feet. Raisa deeply loved her husband, her daughter, her granddaughter and
grandson, and their children. She had weekly calls with her daughter in Israel.
When her husband. Sam, got a smart phone, they would receive pictures from
Israel. When I would visit them, she and Sam always showed me the latest
pictures. We had special names for each other. She was my "Mom #2" and I was
her "Daughter #2." These were loving and respective nick-names that we gave
each other, never being disrespectful of her daughter or my mother. I have over
30 voicemail messages from Raisa, always wishing me and my family well on
holidays and always remembering to call me on my birthday. I will miss her
Hanukkah call to me next week and all of the holidays that follow. Next year, my
birthday will be a bit less happy. Whenever I go to visit my parents and
grandparents at the cemetery, I visit Raisa's mother and leave flowers at her
grave. I would always tell that to Raisa and that always made her happy. Now
when I go the cemetery. I will have one more loved-one to visit.
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Jody Cohen Press lit a candle in memory of Raisa Taller
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My condolences to Raisa's family. I always enjoyed seeing her and talking to her
at the JCC. May her memory be for a blessing.
Rena Glaser
Rena Glaser - December 03, 2020 at 08:09 AM

