Paula Verson Bernstein
March 10, 1937 - January 3, 2021

Paula Verson Bernstein passed away on Sunday, January 3, 2021. Preceded in death by
parents, Abe and Mary Sanders; husband, Don Bernstein; and sister, Dorothy (Bill)
Dworsky. Survived by; daughters, Melanie (Jeff) Goldetsky and Andrea (Mark) Verson
Hemingway; son, Scott (Amanda Nachman) Verson; brother, Larry (Rosalee) Sanders;
step sons, Michael Bernstein, Andrew (Kim) Bernstein and Ross (Sara) Bernstein; step
grandchildren, Jack, Kara, Anna, Campbell and Alexandra Bernstein, Sam and Hannah
Froiland, and Ben and Travis Hemingway. Paula was born in Glasgow, MT then her family
moved to Bismarck, ND where she remained until graduating from High School. She went
on to college in Oklahoma, then the U of M. Paula was also a member of AE Phi sorority
where she still has friends from to this day. She was a counselor at Herzl Camp where she
met her future husband, Robert “Buddy” Verson. They got married, moved back to
Bismarck, and had three children, Melanie, Scott, and Andrea. Buddy passed away in
1978. While growing up in Bismarck, Paula met a special guy named Don Bernstein. Don
and Paula kept in touch throughout the years and eventually married in 1989. They moved
to Fairmont, Mn where Paula volunteered at the Opera house until they eventually moved
to Eagan, Mn. They both had lifelong friends that kept them busy along with grandkids.
Paula loved playing Mah Jong and volunteering at Sholom Home making knishes. One of
her passions was teaching. Whether it was teaching preschool at the Gan, her children or
grandchildren, she was always teaching. Paula and Don loved sitting in their living room
together reading and listening to music. Music was always in her life and one of her
favorite ways to enjoy it was at the Ordway. Paula was a compassionate, incredible wife,
mother, sister, grandmother and friend who will be greatly missed. Zoom memorial service
7:30 pm on THURSDAY, January 7th. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to
Sholom Home East or the Cancer Society in honor of Paula. Email
zoom3@hodroffepstein.com for link to service.
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Comments

“

Paula was the most loving, caring pre-school teacher at the GAN. Her insights were
so helpful to me as a mother of a very sensitive, active pre-schooler. May her
memory be a blessing.

Roberta Hoffman - January 05 at 12:56 PM

“

Paula was a dear teacher at the Gan where my kids attended.. She was an amazing
teacher.. May she RIP
Gayle Wiederholt

Gayle Wiederholt - January 04 at 06:58 PM

“

Gayle, I am Paula's son-in law, Jeff Goldetsky. Your comments are terrific and I agree with
them whole heartedly.
You may not remember this, but you coordinated Melanie and my honeymoon to Hawaii
back in 2000. We had been referred to you by Sandi Marrinson a dear and mutual friend.
You handled everything for us. Twenty years later, we still talk about this magnificent and
wonderful time. Be well and stay safe!
Jeffrey and Melanie Goldetsky
JEFFREY GOLDETSKY - January 07 at 02:54 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Paula Verson Bernstein

carolyn abramson - January 04 at 06:25 PM

“

Upon meeting Paula, I was immediately drawn to her energy and personality. As a
"Knish Lady", I will fondly remember our Wednesday mornings spent at Sholom.
May her memory be for a blessing.
Leslie Strohm

Leslie Strohm - January 04 at 05:26 PM

“

I wish to extend my sincere sympathy to Paula's family. I was saddened to read of her
passing. There are many shared memories with Paula and Don in Fairmont and in the
cities. Loved driving out to eat in the convertible! May the wonderful memories of a dear
soul guide you all through this time of loss. In friendship, Millicent Hanson
Millicent Hanson - January 05 at 11:37 AM

“

David and I want to extend our sympathies to Paula’s family. David and Don were
roommates at the University of Minnesota and had remained friends all these years. Paula
& Don married a year after us. We spent time with them in the Twin Cities, Sioux City, and
a road trip to Montana. We loved them and enjoyed their company so much. Paula was so
warm and inviting, always a smile on her face. I feel very fortunate to have known her and
will miss her bright smile, her laughter, and her gift of song. She was a gem!
MaryEllen Silverberg
Mary Ellen Silverberg - January 07 at 09:32 PM

“

I’m so sad that I found out about Paula’s passing too late to “attend” her funeral. I loved
Paula like a sister and the years spent working with her at Gan Shelanu were the happiest
years of my life.. she was a blessing to all she worked with and to the children she taught.
Parents benefitted from her wisdom and appreciated her sense of humor in dealing with
her young students. She will be sorely missed.
Susie - January 09 at 06:50 PM

