Mary Neuman
May 21, 1923 - April 15, 2020

Mary Neuman, of Golden Valley, left us at age 96. A Holocaust survivor, Mary came to
America in 1950. Her career of 33 years at Dayton’s Oval Room produced lasting
friendships, as did her involvement in her Jewish community through Temple Israel
Sisterhood and Hadassah. Mary is preceded in death by her three children, Henry
Neuman, Allan Neuman, and Barbara Cannon, and grandson, Taylor Neuman. She is
survived by her grandson, Alex Cannon. Mary was devoted to her family and adored her
friends, and she will be deeply missed. Zoom service 11:00 a.m. SUNDAY April 19th
Zoom Link https://templeisrael.zoom.us/j/97004595126 Memorials are preferred to the
Allan Neuman Mitzvah Fund, care of templeisrael.com. SHIVA 7:00 p.m. Sunday Zoom
Link https://templeisrael.zoom.us/j/97004595126
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Comments

“

Thank you Alex for making your Grandmother so real for me as I only knew her as a
most gracious and elegant dinner guest. Also I appreciated everything said and done
at the funeral. It was a very special funeral.

judy - April 22 at 10:43 AM

“

Oh I am so sad to see that Mary has passed away. I grew up in the neighborhood
with the Neumans. Harry and Allan were both my babysitters and adored my mom.
Mary taught me many lessons through the years and I always enjoyed seeing her
and getting my big kiss! Barbara also kept in touch with me well into adulthood. Mary
will be greatly missed, as is the rest of the Neuman family. May her memory be a
blessing to all that knew her.

Deb Kloner Wieberdink - April 21 at 04:46 PM

“

Bonnie Levy lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Bonnie Levy - April 21 at 01:56 PM

“

Mary, my inspiration .
Your strength , your kindness & compassion , your friendship and wit are all qualities
to be envied .
Your love of life and family were undeniable , and you made such an impact on every
person you met .
I learned so much from you and you will stay a part of me , of my very soul and in my
heart forever as I fulfill my promise to you to be present for Alex whenever he needs
me .
We shall meet again , until then be comforted as you reunite with lost loved ones .

Lynn Neuman Vandermark

Lynn Neuman Vandermark - April 20 at 03:23 PM

“

I was introduced to the Neuman family at a very difficult time in their lives. I was able
to spend a very short amount of time getting to know Barbara and she, along with her
entire family made me feel that I belonged. Mary and I went to the cafeteria in the
hospital and there she showed such vulnerability as she asked me many questions
about God. Though she may not have understood his ways, she had not only a
strong faith but also an amazing love of life that she passed along to her children and
grandchildren. She had a great sense of style and a wicked sense of humor which
her children and grandchildren all inherited from her. Her legacy lives on in Alex and
he will surely carry that spirit throughout his life. I can only smile knowing that she is
rejoicing in being reunited with her loved ones who left far too soon before she did.
Thank you, Mary, for sharing yourself with so many.

Kim Gwozdz - April 19 at 09:59 PM

“

Susan McMorris lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Susan McMorris - April 19 at 09:41 PM

“

Shannon Anderson lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Shannon Anderson - April 19 at 06:52 PM

“

Aidan Anderson lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Aidan Anderson - April 19 at 06:51 PM

“

Lynn Neuman Vandermark lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Lynn Neuman Vandermark - April 19 at 05:39 PM

“

Tina Greenberg lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Tina Greenberg - April 19 at 01:13 PM

“

2 files added to the album Mary Neumann and Janet Horvath,

Janet Horvath - April 19 at 11:56 AM

“

“

Lovely smiles
Lynn Neuman Vandermark - April 19 at 05:26 PM

Mary touched my life, through her graciousness and kindness many times. Whether
it was through my relationships with her children and grandson, my brother who was
her "3rd son", Dayton's Oval Room or Temple Israel, she was always as interested in
my life as I was hers. She added richness to any occasion, as well as, an often
unexpected quick humorous comment. She will be remembered and missed by
many. May her memories be a source of comfort at this time.

Terry Lehman - April 19 at 11:39 AM

“

Mary, we spent many years together at the Oval Room. You were quite a lady and I
admire you for all you have been through and still pushed on.

Sharon OMalley - April 19 at 09:50 AM

“

Roger Blank lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Roger Blank - April 19 at 02:33 AM

“

I met Mary shortly after joining Sisterhood twenty years ago. She and I were put in
charge of Rosh Chodesh meetings and I enjoyed getting to know her. She was
always part of the garage sale in the many years I worked at the sale. She was the
Oval Room at our sale!
Mary, thanks for all you did. Rest easy, you earned it. Enjoy good coffee with your
children. Blessings on your memory.

Mimi Holmes - April 18 at 11:10 PM

“

Mimi Holmes lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Mimi Holmes - April 18 at 11:04 PM

“

Pattie Larson lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Pattie Larson - April 18 at 09:53 PM

“

I’ve known Mary my whole life .. my parents were great friends . One of the funniest
most amazing women I have ever met. I was in love with her and her entire family.
When we moved away from Minneapolis my mom would put me on an airplane by
myself to spend a week there . I would stay with my best friend, her daughter Barbie.
The best times of my life . I am spiritually, physically and emotionally grateful to the
Neumans . Forever forever in my heart .

Edie Mirman - April 18 at 09:35 PM

“

Roberta Jaffe lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Roberta Jaffe - April 18 at 09:11 PM

“

Mary was sunshine. She loved people and going out to lunch with her many friends
was a passion. I’m profoundly lucky to have had her in my life, as a fan of my celloplaying on the Holidays, as an encouraging voice at all times, and as an inspiring
mentor. I’ll miss her sweet smile and her love. Rest well Mary. I’ll miss you!

Janet - April 18 at 07:33 PM

“

Roberta Jaffe lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Roberta Jaffe - April 18 at 05:39 PM

“

Natalie And Nelson LaPan lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Natalie and Nelson LaPan - April 18 at 03:10 PM

“

Marlen Frost lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Marlen Frost - April 17 at 10:48 PM

“

Mary was a model of strength and love, despite the unthinkable misfortunes that she
suffered. She did so many sweet things for me that I can't remember them all at
once, but examples of her goodness include making a world class brisket for my
son's engagement party and traveling to Miami for his wedding. Doing these things
was not easy for her physically, but she made the necessary sacrifices to show her
love and support.
Mary was also a font of wisdom and a compassionate listener. Her love and devotion
to her family was tenacious and never-ending. She was a truly unique individual who
has left us with many wonderful memories and blessings.
Donna Fredkove

Donna Fredkove - April 17 at 04:57 PM

“

Mary always made me feel important. She would say things like: haven't seen you for
a while, was asking about you. She gave me the strength to be a better person, a
better friend.

Marilyn Weisberg - April 17 at 12:05 PM

“

Mary and I met 30 years ago at Daytons and have a everlasting friendship. I will miss
our Friday trips to the beauty salon & lunch after. I cherish her many life stories, and
the laughter and tears we shared.
She loved her family fiercely, and left quite a legacy for Alex. Rest in Peace my
friend, you are a jewel.

Gloria Kessler - April 17 at 10:10 AM

“

Mary was an inspiration. Her strengthen, perseverance and capacity to love made
her an incredible human being and she had to endure more hardship than most. I’ll
never forget when Barbara Streisand dedicated a song to her at her concert in
Minneapolis. No one deserved it more. Her memory will be a blessing.
Fay Gold

Fay Gold - April 16 at 06:57 PM

“

Beth Glassman lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Beth Glassman - April 16 at 06:08 PM

“

I feel so fortunate to have been a friend of Mary's. She was a very special lady, full of
grace, wisdom and a wonderful sense of humor, despite the many tragedies in her
life. She had a wonderful way of sharing her stories and opinions. And she often
expressed how Alex was the center of her life. I will miss her dearly. Phillip and I
send our deepest sympathy to her family.
Bonnie Gainsley

Bonnie Gainsley - April 16 at 05:26 PM

“

I worked at Dayton’s/Marshall Fields/Macy’s with Mary for many years. She was
always so sweet. Rest In Peace and rejoice with your children.

Peggy Saari - April 16 at 05:03 PM

“

It was wonderful having Mary as a neighbor for so many wonderful years. A
wonderful person

marilyn chanen - April 16 at 04:47 PM

“

I remember Mary and Alex coming to our wedding. It was so special having her
there, in Florida, with us. She was a special lady who always would light up the room.
My deepest condolences to her and her family.

Holly Greenberg - April 16 at 03:32 PM

“

Beth Rubin lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Beth Rubin - April 16 at 03:31 PM

“

Bonnie Dickel Hoffman lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Bonnie Dickel Hoffman - April 16 at 03:12 PM

“

Diane Kaplan lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

diane kaplan - April 16 at 02:54 PM

“

mary was a teacher to us all. she made us laugh and she made us cry. she helped
me when i became chair of the sisterhood "oval room" at the garage sale. her
graciousness, her smile and her awesome presence will be truly missed in the halls
of temple israel.
diane kaplan
alex, you were the light of her life!

diane kaplan - April 16 at 02:53 PM

“

Andrea Brink lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Andrea Brink - April 16 at 02:38 PM

“

Silvermann Amy lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Silvermann Amy - April 16 at 02:35 PM

“

Mary was one of the most gracious people I have ever known. She always greeted
me with a smile and a hug--she just radiated love. She will be missed.

Ellen Sue Stern - April 16 at 02:17 PM

“

A truly lovely women

barbara rosenberg - April 16 at 01:47 PM

“

Alex,
My sincere condolences on the loss of your beautiful and inspiring grandmother. She
was an extraordinary woman with an incredible life story.
May her memory be for a blessing.
Warm regards,
Sally Forbes Friedman

Sally Forbes Friedman - April 16 at 01:25 PM

“

I first met Mary 55 years ago when Allan and I became friends at North Jr. High. She
always treated me like family. She called me her third son - the good son - which was
easily understandable if you knew Al and Henry (they were a handful). I can still
recall the wonderful dinners she created, the way she laughed with Al, Henry, and
Barbie, and how she could hold her own in any situation. She entertained us all with
her stories, philosophies and her malaprops when her use of English words didn't fit
her Polish thoughts. As many painful events as she experienced in her life, she still

maintained a grace, elegance, and enjoyment of life. Her cooking, her stories, her
laugh, her caring, and her lighting up a room will all be sorely missed. I was lucky to
have known her. Jeff Resnick
jeff resnick - April 16 at 01:06 PM

“

“

Beautiful Jeff
Lynn Neuman Vandermark - April 19 at 05:32 PM

I grew up down the street from Mary and had the ultimate joy of working with her in
the Oval Room at Daytons. She was an absolute wonderful women who had a very
hard life but never let it get in the way of a smile and asking you how you were. My
condolences to her family.
Bonnie Blumenthal Stein

Bonnie - April 16 at 12:58 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Mary Neuman

Peggy Kane - April 16 at 12:58 PM

“

The stars will shine less bright with the loss of Mary. May her memory be for a
blessing.

Karen Sigal - April 16 at 12:57 PM

“

I had breakfast with Mary every Saturday for 12 years. That's a lot of instructions to
waitresses on what constitutes a fresh cup of coffee! We talked about a lot of things
during those breakfasts - politics, Sisterhood, her life, my life, Alex's life, loss, and
every other topic you can imagine. Her passing has left a hole in my world.

Marcy Frost - April 16 at 12:44 PM

“
“
“

I got a great laugh at the coffee comment. She knew what she liked!
Aly Ketover - April 16 at 04:41 PM

Mary was an amazing woman. She made everyone feel special.
Ida Isaacs - April 17 at 11:45 PM

To Mary Neumann ~
We are grateful for the privilege of having known you. You are an inspiration to us. An
inspiration by surviving great tragedy and loss. Surviving and not becoming bitter, but
remaining a truly wonderful, warm, loving person. You were a special blessing in our lives.
~ Steven & Alva Djerf
Steven & Alva Djerf - April 19 at 03:38 PM

“

To Mary Neumann
We are grateful for the privilege of having known you. You are an inspiration to us. An
inspiration by surviving great tragedy and loss. Surviving and not becoming bitter, but
remaining a truly wonderful, warm, loving person. You were a special blessing in our lives.
Steven and Alva Djerf
Steve and Alva Djerf - April 19 at 09:08 PM

“

Alex,
We were in the circle of "new comers" from Europe and our families were good friends. I
went to grade school with Allan and spent a lot of time at their house on the northside. I will
always remember her strong personality and great sense of humor.
my condolences on your great loss, Henry Fink
Henry Fink - April 20 at 01:51 AM

