Marvin D. Wolf
May 1, 1929 - March 25, 2020

Marvin Donald Wolf, who was on born May 1, 1929 and died on March 25, 2020, loved life
and lived it with humor, compassion, determination, an incredible interest in other people
and the world around him, and unbounded positivity. After serving in the Air Force, he
became active in the Jewish War Veterans organization, serving in various leadership
roles. For many years, he was in charge of arranging the program and placing flags on
every Jewish serviceman’s grave for Memorial Services at the Temple of Aaron and Fort
Snelling. He was a Boy Scout leader and member of the Osman Shrine, where he willingly
donated his time to helping others. In his 80s, he was still downhill skiing, golfing, and
winning dance contests on international cruises. Marvin had a long history at the Temple
of Aaron in St. Paul, and in his later years, ensured attendance was good at its
Community Passover Seder, by purchasing beef brisket for everyone who attended.
Marvin was selected to be a member of the St. Paul Winter Carnival Senior Royalty, where
he continued making people smile with his kind gestures and outgoing personality. His
love of classic cars led him to become a member of a classic car club, riding in parades,
and polishing his 1962 Chevrolet Impala Convertible and his other classic cars until they
sparkled in the sun. However, the true sparkle in Marvin’s life was his wife Gloria, who
predeceased him. They are now together. Marvin was also predeceased by his beloved
parents, Sarah and Louis Wolf, and his dog, Big Boy, and was survived by, among others,
his sister Shirley Breitman, his nephews Bruce and Richard Breitman , niece Laurie Sue
Jarrow, and his sister-in-law Rhoda Klevatt. He was also survived by many who were very
special to him and who thought the same way about him. Those included friends from his
various organizations, and special friend Lois Udell, Sue and Michael Judes and their
children, Rebecca and Debbie, Jeff and Jodie Udell and their children Tyler and Mikaela,
Richard Hugley, Barry Kelner and Nancy Bender-Kelner and their children, Marshall,
Malcolm, Sage, and Jackson, Rebecca Bender and her son Lincoln (who referred to
Marvin as “The Legend”), and Marvin’s beloved dog Buddy. Much gratitude is owed to
Quality Care Companions, specifically Jumoke Olawaogin (“J”), other devoted caregivers,
and its owner Krishna Sharma, who helped Marvin fulfill his desire to stay in his home. It
seemed Marvin would live forever. Through his good deeds, jokes, advice, and
fundamental goodness, he will. Donations in Marvin’s memory may be made to Last Hope

(dog and cat rescue) at P.O. Box 114, Farmington, MN 55024 or the Donor’s choice.
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus and the Governor’s Emergency Executive Order, the
service is restricted to clergy only. Cantor Mitchell Kowitz will be officiating, per Marvin's
request. The service will be live streamed at 10:00 a.m. March 30th on HODROFFEPSTEIN'S FACEBOOK PAGE. A celebration of Marvin’s life will take place at a later
date.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lisa Breitman - March 30, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Service

Hodroff-Epstein Memorial - March 30, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

I knew Marv through our Masonic Lodge, Ancient Landmark Lodge #5. We would talk
at meetings and when we ran into each other in St Paul. We were both Air Force
Veterans, and we would discuss our memories of those days. Both of our wives
worked at the University of Minnesota. Both Marv and Gloria were wonderful people.
My favorite memory of Marv relates to his love of old cars. Some years ago, he
called and asked me if I liked old cars. He then dropped by our house and took me to
the Fair Grounds where we participated in a parade of old cars. When we came back
to my house, he took me and my wife to a nearby Dairy Queen for some ice cream. I
felt transported back to my teen age years.
Rest in peace, my Brother.
Allan Floyd

Allan Floyd - March 30, 2020 at 09:16 AM

“

I have many fond memories of my dear loving sweet Great Uncle Marvin. I was
hoping to share this in person, but for now, it makes sense here. When I was 7, we
went to visit my Great Grandma Sara, Marvin's mother. She was so thrilled I played
bingo with her & Marvin, Gloria & Grandma Shirley were there. I gave my Great
Grandma Sara some presents as I spent quality time with her. When she passed, it
was the 1st time I dealt with death at age 7 & was very upset. I wanted Great
Grandma Sara to be buried with a few things I had given her, which normally isn't
always done in Jewish funerals. Marvin knew how important it was to me as the visit
with her & the family was so special. He then sent us a letter after the funeral saying
she had been buried with the small presents. Again, the ultimate definition of a
MENSCH & he helped me deal with her death in a way that showed how much he
cared about me & knew how much I loved his mother. I can remember spending time
with him at several family gatherings in Minneapolis. And visits when I lived in LA.
One of the last times I saw him, he came to LA & we arranged to spend the day
together. I had to go to an audition & he came with me. I think he got a kick out of it.
He was wearing either a Disney or Warner Brother t-shirt. We had a lovely dinner &
spent such a quality day together that I will always cherish forever. As he had a love
of cars, he rented a fun sports car to tool around LA in style. I vividly remember
seeing him in the parking lot excited to show me the fun car & he drove us to dinner. I
can see the image of him in front of the car as I drove away. I will miss him so much.
His loving soul always lit up the room. And his warm heart affected & touched
everyone he met. When it's safe, I know we will all want to honor him properly
together to share all of our loving stories of our beloved Marv.

Lisa Breitman - March 30, 2020 at 12:46 AM

“

Marvin was a proud Veteran who was devoted to his family, friends, and community.
He was a man of amazing energy who enjoyed living life to the fullest, skiing and
taking painstaking care of his classic cars long after his peers had retired to easier
pursuits. He was always quick with a quip. One of his favorites was to respond to “It
was good to see you!” with, “At my age, it was good to be seen!” - and then flashing
his infectious smile. Marvin was a man without pretenses, and he had no time for
those who did. I was privileged to call him a friend and to be considered one of his.
Rest In Peace, dear Marvin, and May your memory be a blessing.

Barry Kelner - March 30, 2020 at 12:34 AM

“

We have so many fond memories of Marvin over the years, that continue to bring
smiles. For many years, when I lived in Minnesota, several days before Memorial
Day each year, my mom Frima and I would see Marvin out at the Temple of Aaron
Cemetery. Marvin and Frima were each taking great care to prepare the soil before
arranging their selected flowers in front of their respective parents' graves. They
would discuss matters of the day, get to work, and then compliment each other on
their completed gardens. One year, when we arrived at the cemetery, after my mom
had been facing some health issues, we were surprised to see the soil in front of my
grandparents' graves was already prepared -- weeds out, soil cultivated, ready for
planting. My mom immediately said, "It must have been Marvin. What a kind
mitzvah!" I walked over to Sarah and Louis Wolfs' graves and saw the golden
marigolds and red geraniums in neat rows. I went back to report to my mom that I
was sure she was right, as Marvin had already completed his plantings. Though
Marvin has now completed all of his plantings on earth, the beauty of his deeds
remains.

Rebecca Bender - March 29, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lincoln Bernhard - March 29, 2020 at 06:50 PM

“

Marvin will be missed by everyone who knew him. He always had a memorable
story, joke, or piece of advice I'd remember every time I saw him. I would call him
"The Legend" because the way he lived his life was unlike anyone I had seen. It was
legendary to be a part of his long and meaningful life.

Lincoln Bernhard - March 29, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

Lisa Breitman lit a candle in memory of Marvin D. Wolf

Lisa Breitman - March 28, 2020 at 08:56 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lisa Breitman - March 28, 2020 at 08:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Pics from Lisa Breitman

Lisa - March 28, 2020 at 08:53 PM

“

1 file added to the album Pics from Lisa Breitman

Lisa - March 28, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

When I was 7, my amazing Great Uncle Marvin, after we visited my Great Grandma Sara at
her nursing home. I know the quality isn't great, but I was 7 & it was my 1st camera. I love
him so much! he was such a loving, kind man & the ultimate definition of a mensch!
Lisa - March 30, 2020 at 12:11 AM

“

Green was his favorite color, so here is a green candle in his memory. He was a
great and loving friend who showed me a lot of good times. I will miss him.

Lois Udell - March 28, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“

Lois Udell lit a candle in memory of Marvin D. Wolf

Lois Udell - March 28, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

You're were one of a kind and we loved you. Thanks for the memories and the dog.
Love forever...Sue, Mike, Rebecca and Debbie

Sue and Mike - March 28, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Marvin D. Wolf

Peggy Kane - March 27, 2020 at 08:40 PM

“

I grew up a few doors down from Marv and Gloria. I always envied all the cool cars
he had a would ask for rides around the block. My mom and Gloria battled cancer
together. I drove over to Marvs last fall and he happened to be outside. It turned into
an hour conversations about cars of course. I will miss those conversations and
Marv.
Jim Leventhal

Jim Leventhal - March 27, 2020 at 08:08 PM

