Marvin J. Gilman
June 11, 1935 - September 6, 2020

Marvin J. Gilman, age 85, of Golden Valley, passed away on September 6, 2020.
Preceded in death by his parents Isadore and Freida Gilman, wife of 55 years, Randy
Gilman, sister Betty Harris, brother-in-law Manny Himmelstein, brother-in-law and sisterin-law Hal and Arlyne Cramer. Survived by sister Anne Himmelstein, children Betsy
(Eduard) Michel and Kenny (Laura) Gilman, grandchildren Sam and Carly Michel, and
many nieces and nephews. Marv appreciated his special friendship with Lana PommerHelmke who supported him throughout his illness.
Marv grew up in Omaha, NE. He attended Central High School and the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln where he met Randy. He graduated with a business degree and was
a big supporter of the school and its football program. He loved his Huskers football team
and attended games until very recently.
Marv was a proud veteran and served in the U.S. Army in the late 1950s. After discharge,
he was a successful salesman at IBM, Control Data, and Ramtek, where he was
recognized with numerous awards for his work.
Marv was a true Renaissance man. He and Randy loved music and travel. One of their
favorite pastimes was teaching art history and jazz history to their fellow cruise ship
passengers. They were seen at the Lake Harriet bandshell almost every weekend in the
summer enjoying big band and classical music. Marv loved all sports, but the Pittsburgh
Pirates were his favorite team. Growing up, he would listen to their games on the family’s
radio in Omaha. He would attend Pirates spring training in Florida and befriended the
team’s players, coaches, and executives. Marv started playing pickleball before it was
popular. He loved biking and going on road trips with his Miata group. For the last 15
years he volunteered at Jefferson School and the School of Engineering and Arts, helping
to teach reading to 2nd graders.
Marv’s family was most important to him. He loved planning and attending family reunions
and making sure that the younger generations were close. He and Randy developed a
special relationship with their grandchildren, cousins, nieces, and nephews.
Marv will be remembered for his love of family, humor, persistence, his athleticism, his
love of jazz, and his Pittsburgh Pirates fanaticism. But most of all, he lived life to the
fullest, on his terms, and was grateful for the amazing life he had.

Marv’s family is indebted to the staff at Methodist Hospital, Alex, Ivy, Dede at Independent
Home Care, Carolyn O. and Jenny and her staff at The Breck Home for their outstanding
care. You all treated Marv like he was your father and we will be forever grateful.
Zoom funeral service 11:00 am on THURSDAY, September 10th and Zoom SHIVA 7:00
pm on Thursday Sept 10th. Email zoom2@hodroffepstein.com for zoom link.
Memorials preferred to Randy and Marv Gilman Scholastic Aid Fund at Temple Israel.
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Comments

“

Marv was an avid member of our Plymouth Pedalers Bike Club for many years. I
knew I was always going to have a good ride if I had the chance to ride along side
Marv. He had such a great sense of humor, and so many fun stories to share. He
was also an inspiration for many of our younger members riding a road bike with
turned down handlebars and skinny tires. Most of our member have upright, wider
tired bikes. In addition, he would often arrive at the start of our rides with his bike on
the back of his sporty convertible! One of my fondest memories of Marv is when he
visited my wife and me in Venice, Florida for a couple days to explore the area on our
bikes. I'll miss sharing bike rides with Marv--he was just a great guy!!

Bill Lundberg - September 11 at 01:56 PM

“

Marvin's energy laced enthusiasm was a force that enervated anyone fortunate
enough to be in his presence. A wonderful guy. He will be missed. His memory will
be a blessing for all of us, and a reminder to live a full and useful life.
Dr.Gary Fine

Fine Gary - September 11 at 09:41 AM

“

Mr. Gilman volunteered in my classroom for the past 8 years at the School of
Engineering and Arts. Every Monday he would come in to read with the kids. He
would always start his time by telling the students stories, taught about perseverance
through sharing about the Pittsburgh Pirates, and reminding them to wear their bike
helmet. He would sing the Husker fight song to us, and I would sing the Minnesota
Gopher song to him. We always made sure we had dark chocolate ready for him in
the front office. Mr. Gilman made a huge impact in many children's lives. He is loved
and will be greatly missed.

Michele McDonald - September 10 at 04:42 PM

“

Ivy Israel lit a candle in memory of Marvin J. Gilman

Ivy Israel - September 10 at 12:06 PM

“

Edie And Larry Zidel lit a candle in memory of Marvin J. Gilman

Edie and Larry Zidel - September 10 at 10:03 AM

“

We are sorry to learn of your loss. Please accept our sympathy as you mourn the
passing of this fine man. We value the times we spent with Marvin and Randy when
our social lives intersected.
Fred and Karen Malver

Karen Malver - September 08 at 04:48 PM

“

I was the IBM rep at Lutheran Brotherhood when Marv was their rep from Control
Data. We competed fiercely but Marv was always a gentleman and friendly towards
me, unlike some of my other competitors. You couldn't dislike the guy.
Steve Adams
Minnetonka

Steven Adams - September 08 at 09:52 AM

“

I loved meeting Marvin at Olli classes.
I also loved that he wanted to go to lunch with us and truly had a darling personality,
was a good listener, interested in others and was a lot of fun. I’m so sorry for the
passing of your dad, in my experience, I’m so glad to have met him. Sue-Sue
Stillman

sue stillman - September 08 at 09:46 AM

