Martin Beckerman
December 25, 1925 - December 17, 2017

Martin Beckerman, age 91, passed away at home in Eden Prairie with Barbara and Elicia
by his side on December 17, 2017. He was born in New York on December 25, 1925, the
son of Morris and Anna Beckerman of Brooklyn, NY. He attended the High School of
Music and Art in Manhattan where he studied the bassoon. After a tour of duty in the
Coast Guard, he was hired as a bassoonist in the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. In 1952,
he moved to the Twin Cities to join the Minnesota Orchestra and worked there until his
retirement in 1988. While in Minneapolis, he tutored students at Carleton College and St.
Olaf College and played in the orchestra at St. Agnes Catholic Church in St. Paul for many
years. He enjoyed travel and visited Australia and New Zealand, many European
countries, the U.K. and Ireland, many Caribbean islands, and traveled extensively in the
United States. He is survived by his loving companion and partner of 38 years, Barbara
Danger of Eden Prairie; his daughters, Elicia Beckerman of Eden Prairie and Cheryl
Beckerman of Anaheim, CA; his son-in-law, Joel Berman and his grandchildren, Deana
and Eitan, all of Anaheim, CA. He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister,
Gertie and brother, Joseph. Funeral service TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH at 2:00 PM,
LAKEWOOD CEMETERY CHAPEL, 3600 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis. In lieu of flowers,
memorials preferred to Southern Poverty Law Center or donor’s favorite charity. SHIVA at
Beth El Synagogue, 5225 Barry Street West, St. Louis Park, Tuesday 7:00 pm.
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Comments

“

During the 1967-68 school year, Mr. Beckerman, and several other Minnesota
Orchestra members, traveled to Moorhead State University on a regular basis as
adjunct private lesson instructors. At the time, I attended Concordia College and did
not have a private lesson teacher who played bassoon. While my teacher was
excellent in many ways, when he offered me the opportunity to take lessons from Mr.
Beckerman at Moorhead State, I jumped at the chance to study with him. He was an
incredible teacher and I learned so much from him that year. In fact, when I took my
first teaching job in Red Wing, MN, I continued studying with Mr. Beckerman and
drove up to his home in the Cities for lessons. Having those lessons with Mr.
Beckerman was truly an honor, and the amount of progress I made during those
years I studied with him, had a huge impact on my life musically. He lit a fire under
me! I should also mention, Mr. Beckerman actually handpicked my bassoon for me
off the assembly line at the Puchner factory in Germany. That was such a honor for
me.
What a wonderful man and gifted bassoonist. You have my deepest sympathy.

Michael Crary - January 23, 2018 at 06:06 PM

“

My name is Judy Harris Lloyd and my parents,
Robert and Jean Harris got the name of Martin when my flute at Highland HS was
broken and HS teacher insisted I learn the only musical instrument left in the closet
nobody wanted to play....it was a bassoon....I was told I was going to be graded at
the end of the year (flute fixing was to take months -did piccolo but that did not work
well and school could not afford to fix)....
Consequently my Mom, an avid MN orchestra seat holder of which I went regularly
with her called up Martin to see if he would "tutor" me to get me up to snuff so I
wouldn't flunk Band class....He was a very persistent teacher and did teach a person
(me!) who really did not want to learn a new instrument in her last three months of
HS...
I did enjoy going around with the double reed making all kinds of noises....
He was a pleasure to work with...
My sister Debbie (Devorah) Harris was a friend of Cheryl or Chaia's....
My condolences to the whole family....

judy harris lloyd - December 19, 2017 at 07:42 PM

“

Marty was such in interesting and good man. Jack and I will miss him so much. Take
care of yourself, Barb, this is a huge loss!

Mary & Jack Sukov - December 18, 2017 at 08:40 PM

