Mark A Jaffe
December 13, 1953 - February 25, 2018

Mark Jaffe, age 64, died 02/25/2018, following a courageous battle with life. Survived by
wife of 34 years, Bonnie; children Melech (Azriela), Gittel (Moshe), Tzippy (Dovber), Motty
(Michal), Yossie, Rivkie (Mendel) and Mendy (Gili); 14 grandchildren; additionally by
brother Scott (Julie) and sister Caryn (Steve). President of executive search firm Wyatt &
Jaffe for more than 30 years; mentor to some, tormentor to others, iconoclast to all. In his
next life, Mark wants to return as a beloved, world-famous satirist or an insurance claims
adjustor…whichever has better health coverage. Services have already been held. No
valet parking. SHIVA 9:00 a.m -11:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 8:00-10:00 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday; 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. Friday at
the family residence.

Cemetery
Gemelus Chesed Cemetery
7032 Penn Ave. S.,
Richfield, MN,

Comments

“

Mark was one of a kind. He certainly did it his way. I’m sad to lose him and was just
thinking I should give him a call. Lesson learned once again. When you think about
someone - act without delay. You’re a man who will be missed and remembered.
Janet Jones-Parker

Janet Jones-Parker - February 27, 2018 at 11:26 AM

“

To Bonnie and family, all . . .
I found myself laughing, out loud, at Mark's obituary. No doubt, that was his intent, as
usual. We have not had the opportunity to meet, unfortunately. But I had the
wonderful opportunity to get to know Mark professionally. Many have likely already
told you this but Mark was, hands down, the best in the business. #1. Numero Uno. I
have used or was instructed to use, many search firms during my long and lackluster
career and there was never a doubt in my mind that Mark stood out as the singular,
greatest mind in the search world.
I first had the opportunity to work with Mark when Ted Waitt, founder of Gateway and
all around terrific guy, introduced us in the late 1990's. At one time or another, I ran
the Human Resources Department at Gateway and worked with Mark, day in and
day out, to fill some key roles in the fast-growing, successful company. Ted and I left
Gateway for a brief period and then returned there in the year 2001 to clean up a
mess that the executive team we left behind had created for the company. Those
were the toughest times for the company that had grown into a troubled Fortune 500
leader.
On one single day, Ted and I had to fire the entire senior management team as the
first act in getting the company's act back together. Then we turned to Mark. In the
next year, Mark succeeded in filling just about every major vacancy we had at the
company and he did it in world class fashion. He found us the very best, people who
were able to fill critical roles and bring the company back to profitability.
Since that time, whether at Gateway or the Waitt Family Foundation or the Waitt
Institute or Brahma Holdings or the Reagan Foundation, Mark was always critical to
my success as an executive because he was able to find top-tier talent for me
regardless of where I worked. He most recently filled the top fundraiser role at the
Reagan Foundation and did so in spectacular fashion. He often told me it was one, if
not the, toughest searches he was able to successfully complete.
I hope that you also know that Mark, who as stated, will return as a famous satirist
(and perhaps adjust insurance claims in his spare time) was just crucial in helping
me start out as a novelist. I shared the earliest drafts of my first book, The Shroud
Conspiracy, with Mark and he was instrumental in pointing out all the flaws and weak
points I needed to address before trying to publish. He was right on all scores. I think
he loved playing the role of Editor and I could not have found a wiser man to help me
given so much of the book is satire. I owe him deeply for his help and, as he
hopefully might have shared with you, am acknowledging him for all his wisdom in
the sequel entitled The Second Coming that will be published in August. I will be sure
to send a copy or two on to you. Just know that if you get the chance to read it,
Mark's handiwork can be found in the character of the characters.
Thank you for allowing me to send heartfelt praise to my mentor and dear friend and
talented colleague. My life was made so much more interesting and enjoyable
working with Mark, laughing all the way. As a husband, father and grandfather, he
must have been the greatest man that all of you have ever known or will know. He
certainly was for me.
Blessings to all of you.

John Heubusch - February 26, 2018 at 01:55 PM

“

A therapist, coach, strategist, and comedian in one, Mark had a profound impact on
me personally and with the trajectory of my career. I'm grateful for having known
Mark, better for having the chance to work with him, and heartened that I had the
opportunity to share these sentiments with him before he left us. My condolences to
his family. He was one of a kind - a quick study with a quick wit, possessing an
endless supply of metaphors for any occasion. My thoughts are with his family. We
will miss Mark. He made a difference in this world.
Gary Cole
Chief Development Officer
The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute

Gary Cole - February 26, 2018 at 11:09 AM

