Marjorie Joy Frishberg
December 23, 1931 - June 14, 2021

Marjorie Joy Frishberg (née Apter) died peacefully on June 14, 2021 after a valiant battle
with cancer. Preceded in death by her parents, Jonas and June Apter; and son-in-law,
Robert Weiner. Margie is survived by her husband, Donald; children, Benjamin (Sue),
William DesLauriers (John), Rabbi Julie Wolkoff, Tom (Deborah), Richard Wolkoff, and
Barbara Wolkoff; grandchildren, Juli (Jonah) LeDoux, Mara DesLauriers, Andrea, Sophie,
Rachel, and Charlie Frishberg; great grandchildren, Maisy and Miles LeDoux. She is also
survived by brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Miles & Linda Braufman; innumerable cousins
in the prodigious Apter, Levine, and Johnson families, and countless lifelong friends.
Margie had an unparalleled zest for life fueled by her interest in virtually everything, but
especially her love of everything “food”. For many years she made her mark as one half of
The Planners, caterers known throughout the Twin Cities for their terrific food and
extensive knowledge of kosher requirements. She had a collection of cookbooks that
rivaled the Library of Congress. Margie never wanted to miss anything, be it a sale (oh
how she loved sales), a concert, a party, or a trip. She travelled with her children to Italy,
Santa Fe, Vermont, New York, New Orleans, and Florida. She was an influencer before
anyone used the term, blazing trails in food and fashion. She loved the arts and she and
Donald attended Symphony concerts on a weekly basis. She was active as a volunteer
with many arts organizations throughout the Twin Cities, most recently in the Young
People’s Concert Association of the Minnesota Orchestra. While pursuing a Master’s
Degree later in life she was named Student of the Year at Hamline University. Margie
seemed to know everyone and made friends everywhere she went. She will be deeply
missed by her family, and her many lifelong friends. Contributions in Margie’s memory
may be made to JFCS, Minneapolis.
Zoom funeral service 3:00pm WEDNESDAY, June 16, 2021. Email
zoom2@hodroffepstein.com for the link. Shiva will be held Wednesday and Thursday
evenings at 7pm at the home of Tom and Deborah Frishberg, 2091 Lower St. Dennis
Road, St. Paul. Fully vaccinated attendees only.
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Comments

“

Don - You wee blessed to have Margie at your side for these past many years. I can't
think of anyone who exceeded her enthusiastic energy for local events and
community celebrations. Her "party-planning prowess" was always at work - long
after she retired from doing it professionally. Her smile and strong vitality will remain
imprinted on my memories forever! Mark Bloom

Mark Bloom - June 25 at 02:02 PM

“

Baruch Dayan Emet. Was so sorry to hear about Margie. She used to come to my
exercise classes at the J and we became friends. I feel badly that I didn't keep in
touch with her over the past year. May her memory be a blessing

Jacalyn Broze - June 20 at 06:09 PM

“

dear don
we were so sorry to hear of margie's passing. she was a shining light who always
had a smile on her face. being with the 2 of you was always fun and brightened our
day. take good and gentle care...she will be missed. love, diane and howard

diane kaplan - June 18 at 04:12 PM

“

Julie Wolkoff was our Rabbi in Troy, NY, for many years and significant life cycle
events – and she remains a valued friend. We are saddened by the passing of her
mother, and we and our children offer condolences to Rabbi Julie and to her family
members. We can say little more than to note the words of Rabbi Samuel N. Gordon:
“It is fitting to recall those who have most profoundly shaped us. They sit at our side.
Their spirit is felt in our homes. They will always merit a place at our tables, for they
have earned a place in our hearts.”
Martha and Leo Levy

Leo and Martha Levy - June 18 at 11:53 AM

“

Though I only had the occasion to meet Grandma Margie in person once, I was
struck by her wit and joie de vivre. Through her children and grandchildren, I see that
she has had an incredible impact on those around her. She has shaped how many
see the world and their senses of humor. If ever I disagree with one of her family
member's tastes, they always quite Grandma Margie: "well, you just don't know
what's good." Her memory will live on through the indelible impact she has had on
those around her.

Glenn - June 17 at 07:08 PM

“

Margie was a friend like no other. For many years, every day started with a 7:30am
phone call from her, recapping her pervious day's activities and catching up with
mine. Even after we moved to the East Coast the calls and the closeness continued.
Although we have not lived near each other for many years, we still felt close and
shared details of our lives. I know my life will be a lot less bright without her and I
can't even imagine the loss Donnie and the family are feeling. My heart is with you.
Barbara Simon

Barbara Simon - June 16 at 06:04 PM

“

Sending everyone in the combine families our heartfelt sympathy for you loss. You
guys have had quite the year. Your mother's warmth and generosity of spirit
continues to live on in all of your loving hearts.
Your are surrounded by love and caring.
Love, Jane and Steve

Jane Feinberg-Cohen - June 16 at 05:15 PM

“

Please accept my heartfelt condolences. Margie had had such an irrepressible spirit
and vibrant life energy, which never dimmed in her eyes or smile. Myself and my
family grieve your loss. We're all grateful to have known her and been part of her life.
May her memory be a blessing and bring joy.
Jeff Cohen and family

Jeff Cohen - June 16 at 10:56 AM

“

Condolences to Don and family. Margie was always a delight to be with. She will be
missed
With love, Rhoda Endelson

Rhoda Engelson - June 16 at 10:02 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the family, Marjorie was very special, she was a joy. We
will all miss her..We have happy memories.

EVA Kieffer. - June 16 at 09:17 AM

“

My condolences to Don and the rest of the Frishberg family. I had the pleasure to
know Margie through my work at the Sabes JCC. She and Don would often come for
the exercise classes in the mornings. I always loved catching up with Margie. She
had such a wonderful outlook on life and always had something fun to say to keep
the smiles on our faces. I will miss those morning chats and giggles with her. She is
definitely missed! Sending hugs.
- Elizabeth Gordon

Elizabeth Gordon - June 15 at 07:42 PM

“

deepest condolences to the family.

nancy malmon - June 15 at 05:52 PM

“

so sorry Don and family. I will miss her at our erev rosh hashashona get together

Corky Einzig - June 15 at 04:50 PM

“

My condolences to the Frishberg family. May Margie's memory be a blessing.
Warmly, Alex Treitler (friend and fellow JFS board member with Tom).

Alex Treitler - June 15 at 03:20 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. May her memory be a blessing.
Paula Lichter Shapiro

Paula Lichter Shapiro - June 15 at 11:50 AM

“

Our friendship goes back to college days when I was Margie’s pledge mother at
AEPhi. It continued through over 60 years of sharing all the good times in our
Minyon. I will miss her greatly!

Joy Bratter - June 14 at 11:46 PM

“

Don and family:
Our sincerest condolences on Margie's passing. May her memory be for a blessing.
Barry & Cheryl Divine

Barry Divine - June 14 at 10:16 PM

