Louise R. Rotman
May 6, 2020

LOUISE R.“Lou” ROTMAN, of Plymouth MN, passed away on May 6, 2020, at age 86.
She is survived by her husband Jerry, their children L.J. Rotman (Elizabeth Hudson) of
Golden Valley, and daughter, Carly, of Chicago, Dr. Mark Rotman (Cathy) of Ft. Collins
CO, and their children, Andrew and Grant of Denver CO, and Laura Folven (Jim) and their
children, Griffin and Grace, of Plymouth. She was preceded in death by her parents,
Harriet and Harvey Metcalf and daughter in-law, Jill Rotman.
Lou was born and raised in Sioux City, Iowa on September 11, 1933. In 1951 she entered
the University of Iowa. While there, she met the love of her life, Jerry, who was visiting
from college. Eventually Jerry joined the Marines and Lou went to visit him at his base in
California. To the surprise of many friends, they decided to elope to Las Vegas to begin a
marriage that lasted 65 wonderful years. Lou returned to Iowa to finish her teaching
degree while Jerry was deployed to Korea. When Jerry returned from overseas they
moved to Connecticut and Massachusetts where Jerry finished at Yale and got his law
degree at Harvard. Then the two of them decided they wanted to return to the Midwest
and settled in Minneapolis. Lou enjoyed being a substitute teacher in the St. Louis Park
School District where she taught junior and senior high for over 30 years. She developed
many strong relationships with both staff and students. Upon her retirement, Jerry started
a scholarship fund in her honor at St Louis Park High School for graduating seniors, which
continues to this day. Lou and Jerry took great pleasure selecting recipients of the annual
scholarship and tracking their success. Lou was always an active volunteer within her
community. Her hospitality was a magnet for all. She was a huge sports enthusiast. Her
favorite teams were Gopher Men’s Basketball, the Minnesota Vikings and the many sports
teams her children and grandchildren participated in. Lou enjoyed world-wide travel with
Jerry and close friends. They went on many memorable family vacations, including the
annual 4th of July trips to Grandview Lodge. Anyone who encountered Louise was met
with her everlasting, beautiful smile, and was Jerry’s “sunshine”. As Jerry has said, the
best thing that ever happened to him was meeting the ever-smiling “Miss Sioux City Lou”!
Donations can be made to the St Louis Park Dollars for Scholars: Louise Rotman

Scholarship Fund or to The Alzheimers Association.
A private family service was held.

Comments

“

Jerry, you and Lou clearly lived a love story together. Though I didn't have the
pleasure of knowing her, to hear you refer to her was to see the smile in your voice!
May your dear wife rest in peace, and may her memory be a blessing to you, your
children, and your grandchildren. With sincerest condolences,
Barry Kelner

Barry Kelner - May 19 at 05:50 PM

“

Dear Jerry, Louise was a memorably kind and welcoming person to me when I
married Carl in 1974. She was an extraordinary woman and I will always treasure my
memories of her. Sending love and sympathy to you and your family. Linda Rotman

Linda L. Rotman - May 13 at 08:42 PM

“

Dear Jerry,
I just learned that Lou has passed away and I am writing to extend my deepest
sympathies to you and your family. Our friendship began with the SLP Dollars for
Scholars Board, and continued over the years when we would meet at the Awards
Night for recognition of those students chosen for scholarships. I would look forward
to the two of you talking about the importance of supporting the educational pursuits
of young people, investing in their futures. Lou was the most gracious lady, genuinely
warm to all she met. Her kindness was matched with intellect and humility and I
adored her. And I adored the way the two of you were so matched and coupled.
Tears are shed, and I will mourn her. And I hope our paths will cross again so that I
can tell you more in person. I offer my heartfelt grief. My husband and daughters
send their sympathies as well.
Sincerely,
Andi Larsen

Andrea Larsen - May 11 at 08:41 PM

“

This is surreal. I went on the Hodroff website to get funeral information for Doris
Ginsberg and stumbled across Lou's photo and obituary. I am so, so sorry. Lou was
the perfect next door neighbor and always loving and caring. May her memory be a
blessing. Much love, Sam Stern

Sam Stern - May 11 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jerry,
Saddened to read the news of Lou’s passing away. You were wonderful friends to
Clayt and me, and we shared both happy and sad times. My warmest thoughts go
out to you and your family.

Susan Kaufman - May 10 at 11:40 PM

“

Lou was a very special person with an infectious smile and a sunny disposition. The
Rotmans lived across the street from us on Minnehaha Circle. Jerry, Lou and their
children were wonderful neighbors and friends. Lou’s warmth and kindness were
contagious. She will be very missed. Sending bubbles of prayers to her beautiful
husband and family for strength in the days ahead. May Lou’s memory be a blessing.

Missy Cohen Lavintman - May 10 at 05:13 PM

“

When I heard the news today, it immediately returned me to one of the most
wonderful places in the world -- Minnehaha Circle -- and to the many people who
made that neighborhood such a special place. When I think of Louise, her wonderful
smile comes to mind, her gentle touch and her positive disposition permeate my
warm memories of her and Jerry. Living across the street from the Rotmans and
growing up with LJ, Marko and Laura was a joy. While I moved from Minnesota more
than 40 years ago, I have made many trips back over the years and have had the
good fortune of running into Jerry and Louise on a number of occasions. And when I
did, such meetings were so positive, always filled with warmth and smiles, and
accompanied with hugs and laughs. Louise was a very special woman and I always
felt close to both of them in part due to the supportive and loving role that they and
others on the block played in my life as well as in the lives of my siblings during some
challenging times. Louise was simply a wonderful person and she touched many
people's lives. She will be missed, but I have no doubt that her memory will be a
blessing for all who were fortunate enough to know her.
Marc Cohen
(Boston)

Marc Cohen - May 10 at 03:30 PM

“

We are so sad to hear of Lou’s passing. Our families were life long friends and
neighbors and we will miss the wonderful smile and gentle nature Lou always had.
She never missed an opportunity to come over and say hi when she would see us
out in public and would always ask how we were and how our Mom was doing. Now,
they are together in heaven and no one could have imagined their near simultaneous
passing. Heaven never had a better welcoming duo for future travelers than Lou and

Doris. I will never forget my childhood tennis adventures with Jerry and how I now
know and appreciate the warm, kind and caring nature Lou and Jerry passed on to
their family and all those they met!
Gordon Ginsberg - May 10 at 10:54 AM

“

Lou was a warm and caring person, and will be missed by all who knew her. Our
most heartfelt condolences to Jerry and the entire Rotman family.

Stephen Gordon - May 10 at 05:59 AM

“

SINCEREST SYMPATHIES TO LOUISE'S ENTIRE FAMILY MAY SHE REST IN
PEACE AND BE A BLESSING FOR HER FAMILY.

Peggy Kane - May 09 at 10:31 PM

“

We were so saddened to hear about the loss of Mrs. Rotman. We have so many nice
memories, having grown up across the street from the Rotman family. Mrs. Rotman
was always a positive force, friendly, caring and so lovely-all around great person. I
even had Mrs. Rotman as a sub at St. Louis Park High School. I also worked with her
dear dad, Mr. Metcalf, at the drug store. The world has lost a light, the spark she
brought to all of us. Her family now carries her light. Our condolences and hugs to all
of the family.

Heidi Tarshish - May 09 at 06:30 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about Lou's passing. She was such a kind woman and
always was so interested in everyone's lives. To Laura and the whole family, may her
memory be for a blessing.
Cindy & Jon Tarshish

Cindy Tarshish - May 09 at 06:06 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the entire Family on the passing of Mrs. Rotman. I will
always remember her as a sweet, kind, and smart Lady with a warm smile. Thoughts
and Prayers to all. I hope all the memories of happy times spent together brings
comfort and peace to the Family. May her memory be a blessing.

FREDERICK SEGAL - May 09 at 06:00 PM

“

Lou was indeed a lovely lady. Mayy her memory be for a blessing.
Jerry, Howard and Heidi Gilbert are sending you hugs.

Heidi Gilbert - May 09 at 04:25 PM

“

Dear Jerry & Family
My deepest condolences. Your dear Lou was a very special lady, and will be missed
by many. It is a sad world we live in. Stay well Eva Kieffer

eva kieffer - May 09 at 04:04 PM

“

heartfelt condolences on the death of lou. we iowans had a special bond. it was
always a pleasure to see and be with lou. my thoughts are with you at this sad time.

nancy malmon - May 09 at 04:03 PM

“

My condolences go out to you Jerry and to the family on the loss of Lou. She was
one of a kind and your devotion to one another was total A loving wife,skilled
teacher,devoted mom and grandmother, and special friend. She left a permanent
imprint on those that new her.
May you find the strength going forward surrounded by your loving family and
friends.
Elaine B.

Elaine Burton - May 09 at 02:57 PM

“

It was an honor and a pleasure to have shared memorable hours with lovely Lou.
She was a bright light at Trillium Woods where we have enjoyed the company of new
"best friends". How fortunate we feel to have witnessed the love, respect and
devotion she and Jerry demonstrated. Jerry, it was heartbreaking to lose your
precious wife, for all of us. You enabled her to live with dignity, you gave unselfishly
of yourself. We love you, we are here for you, we will miss her.

Tony & Barbie Andreason - May 09 at 01:23 PM

“

we were so sad to hear about Lou's passing . Sweet memories of our yearly dinners
together where we had to find a menu that had something for her to eat while the
rest of us experimented. She was a sweet woman with an engaging smile. Jerry may
all your memories be sweet. Corky and Mitch Einzig

corky einzig - May 09 at 01:06 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Louise R. Rotman

carolyn abramson - May 09 at 01:02 PM

“

Lisa Abrams lit a candle in memory of Louise R. Rotman

Lisa Abrams - May 09 at 12:55 PM

“

I remember all the trips our Gourmet Club took. Lou always had a smile and a sunny
disposition that made you feel lucky to be with her.
Linda Schloff
Linda Schloff - May 09 at 05:59 PM

“

i am so sorry about LOuise.she was such abeautiful and caring person. and i am proud she
was my cousin>Jerry,L
J,Mark and Laura, and families,i care about you all..peace love cousin bobby
ro\b rotm an - May 11 at 09:52 PM

“

As I think about a yizkor candle for Lou, I think about how she lit up any room she entered
with her smile and her warmth. Generations of St. Louis Park students remember her
appearances in their classrooms. She didn't give them an opportunity to misbehave, but an
opportunity to come within her embrace of learning and openness to all. When I queried my
students one June about the most memorable classroom experience in IB History, the
majority responded it was the day Mrs. Rotman shared her experience of seeing Fidel at
Harvard. I learned more from Lou about teaching than anyone else. No one connected
better with others than Lou. I have missed her presence at our retiree gatherings in
December and I know the feeling was shared by everyone who knew her. Her name has
been a blessing to all who knew her and I hope you will be comforted by memories of the
vibrant and loving presence that was Lou.
Meryll Page
Meryll Page - May 12 at 10:03 AM

“

Jerry - Wendy & I are so sorry to hear of Lou's passing. She was such a classy & intelligent
lady with always a bright disposition. We hope the great memories of your beloved Lou
sustain you and your family as you move forward.
Mark Bloom
Mark Bloom - May 15 at 09:32 PM

