Leo Melzer
March 21, 1929 - October 4, 2019

Leo Melzer
Age 90, of Golden Valley, passed away October 4, 2019. Preceded in death by parents,
Marie and Mendel Melzer; sisters, Franziska Sandler, Rose Lange and Sophie Kaplan;
wife, Fern Melzer. Survived by children, Mendel Melzer (Rosemary Maher), Tamara
Melzer Levenson (Alec Levenson); granddaughter, Eve; nieces and nephews. Leo was a
devoted son, husband and father. He put both family and community ahead of his
personal needs. Leo immigrated to the US with his parents at the age of seven to escape
Nazi Germany in 1937. After his father’s untimely death, Leo worked in the family
business for over 60 years, first alongside his strong mother Marie and later on his own.
Cashway Furniture and Leo together were an institution on East Hennepin, both helping to
define and support the neighborhood through many decades of change and evolution.
Multiple generations of families knew that the only place to go for furniture in the Twin
Cities was Cashway and Leo. And while he always made sure the business was
successful, what he cared most about was how he created memories and was able to
support families as they moved through the different life stages, coming in as they
journeyed through childhood, then young adulthood, setting up their own homes, and then
having children of their own. Leo would much rather spend his time watching young
children jumping on the mattresses on display than worrying about making the extra sale.
When Cashway Furniture closed in 2001, it marked the end of an era for Leo and East
Hennepin, but not his involvement in the neighborhood. Together with his children, they
transformed the former furniture store into a bustling retail district that has a been a core
part of the transformation of the Saint Anthony area. Leo was an eternal optimist. No
matter the challenge in his way, Leo always believed that things would be better tomorrow.
His smile was infectious and he will be sorely missed by those who knew him.
Funeral service SUNDAY, Oct. 6, 2019, 3:00pm, ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION,
10500 Hillside Lane West, Minnetonka. Memorials preferred to Sholom Home West or
Mpls Jewish Community Center. Shiva: Knollwood Place, 3630 Phillips Parkway, St. Louis
Park (Sun and Mon 7:00pm).

Events
OCT
6

Funeral Service

03:00PM

Adath Jeshurun Congregation
10500 Hillside Lane W., Minnetonka, MN, US

OCT
6

Shiva

07:00PM

Knollwood Place Apts.
3630 Phillips Parkway, St. Louis Park, MN, US, 55426

OCT
7

Shiva

07:00PM

Knollwood Place Apts.
3630 Phillips Parkway, St. Louis Park, MN, US, 55426

Comments

“

What a nice guy! I will miss his cheerful demeanor.

BARRY SCHWABE - October 09 at 09:49 PM

“

I feel blessed to have shared many holidays with Leo. He will be missed for his
sense of humor, his words of wisdom and so much more. G-d bless you Leo. Thank
you for being my friend.

Kenny - October 09 at 08:41 PM

“

Tamara - just saw this news and want to send our condolences. He was a wonderful
man and you were blessed to have him in your life. Sorry for your loss. - Carol & Ken
Burns

Carol Burns - October 08 at 11:24 AM

“

Dear Mendel and Rosemary, Sorry I couldn't have been with both of you Sunday or
Monday, but I was in Vail. Just got home tonite. My thoughts are with you.....Barb
Goldberg

Barbara Goldberg - October 07 at 11:13 PM

“

We are thinking of Leo's family this week. Leo and my father Arnie were lifelong
friends (they played at the Emanuel Cohen Center on the Northside together) Later
in life, Leo was part of the wonderful group of friends that gathered for monthly
dinners. When my Dad passed away, Mom lived at Roitenberg. Leo was so
considerate and kind to our family, and we saw him often. Mark and I bought the kids
bedroom furniture from Leo. He was a true mensch. May he rest in peace.

Wendy Bloom - October 07 at 05:05 PM

“

To Tamara, Alec and Eve, My condolences of the loss of Leo. May God comfort you
in this difficult time.

Myrna Sokoloff - October 07 at 11:04 AM

“

Myrna Sokoloff lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Myrna Sokoloff - October 07 at 11:01 AM

“

Lori Appelbaum lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Lori Appelbaum - October 06 at 08:23 PM

“

Jodie lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

jodie - October 06 at 02:55 AM

“

Leo was like a father to me and my younger sister, Gina. He was a kind and gentle
man with a big laugh and perpetual smile. I am so thankful to have had him in my life.

Lisa Dante - October 05 at 06:30 PM

“

Denise Redgate lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Denise Redgate - October 05 at 10:56 AM

“

To Leo's family, my late husband, Bruce and I purchased many items for our home
from Leo thru the years. We adored Leo...he was the last of the great businessmen
in Minneapolis. He was always so proud of his family and loved his wife, Fern so
much. I remember one time, Leo brought us in the back to show us a photo of his
son, Mendel in an annual report from a prominent financial organization...Leo was
just beaming with pride!
May his memory always be for a blessing...B'Shalom,
Denise Redgate, Minneapolis

Denise Redgate - October 05 at 10:55 AM

“

Denise Redgate lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Denise Redgate - October 05 at 10:53 AM

“

Jason Pesis lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Jason Pesis - October 05 at 10:29 AM

“

Leo was the quintessential mensch. He was a real person, a fine person, honorable,
sincere and a man of the highest integrity. He loved life and I cherish my memories of
him.

Jason Pesis - October 05 at 10:28 AM

“

My Mom, Lou Ann Bongard zl' often shared the story of how she and Leo first met in
the 3rd grade. Leo arrived in the classroom wearing his lederhosen, a memory my
mother never forgot.
My dear Mom and Leo reconnected as a close friends more recently, both at
Roitenberg and then Knollwood Place. They enjoyed going to the theater, concerts at
Orchestra Hall, and lectures at the JCC. For a while, Leo became a "regular" at our
family Shabbot dinners. Although he was quiet, Leo often commented how much he
enjoyed being with the family, you could see it in his smile. Leo always brought
flowers when he joined us and often brought flowers to my mom. He always treated
her so kindly and thoughtfully.
Leo was a gentleman and a mensch. His rosy red cheeks, his big smile and his kind
ways will alway be remembered fondly by our family.
Our sincere sympathy to Leo's family, he will be missed.
Barry & Midge Frailich

midge - October 05 at 12:03 AM

“

Ditto to everything my sister Midge said. We loved welcoming Leo into the Bongard family.
He provided our mom with so much life in her later years. She loved the time they spent
together. He was such a kind soul.
May his memory only be for a blessing.
Bonnie Bongard and Gary Goldish
Bonnie Goldish - October 07 at 10:45 PM

“

My mother, Jeanne Bearmon, also benefited from his love of the arts and they enjoyed
many of those activities together. She enjoyed his company and would often comment on
what a kind and considerate gentleman he was. Several family members still use some of
those furniture pieces we bought from him decades ago. He was a fine and kind man.
Hlary Bearmon - October 10 at 04:52 PM

“

Marilyn Hartman lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Marilyn Hartman - October 04 at 10:27 PM

“

condolennces.

nancy malmon - October 04 at 05:39 PM

“

Betsy Veal lit a candle in memory of Leo Melzer

Betsy Veal - October 04 at 04:28 PM

“

What a mensch. I loved Leo. Our community and the world have lost a terrific guy.

Rabbi Norman Cohen - October 04 at 04:10 PM

