Lee W. Wattenberg
December 21, 1921 - December 9, 2014

Lee W. Wattenberg, M.D., 92, distinguished University of Minnesota cancer researcher for
over 5 decades. Preceded in death by son, Richard; and daughter, Lynn. Survived by his
wife of 70 years, Esther; children, Mark (Elizabeth), Anne (Peter), Binks (Jill), and
Elizabeth (John); eight grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter. As a Professor of
Medicine at the University of Minnesota, Dr. Wattenberg is widely credited with creating
and fostering the field of Cancer Chemoprevention. His accomplishments were recognized
by an Award of Lifetime Achievement in Cancer Prevention Research by the American
Association for Cancer Research (AACR) in 2011. Funeral service FRIDAY, 11:00AM,
TEMPLE ISRAEL, 2324 Emerson Ave. S., Mpls. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
memorial donations be made to the AACR.

Comments

“

Having just learned of Dr. Wattenberg's passing I wanted to extend my deepest
sympathies to his family. While I've never met Dr. Wattenberg or his wife Esther, I've
always felt a very special kinship with them. For many years my family has rented
their delightful cottage on Martha's Vineyard and the family has always been beyond
gracious and accommodating. We look forward to many more visits to the cottage.
Please know that Dr. Wattenberg, Esther and the entire family are in our thoughts
and prayers.
Joe Landolfi
December 30, 2014

Joe Landolfi - December 30, 2014 at 10:29 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss, Esther. Wow, 70 years, now that's a remarkable marital
accomplishment!' Among many memories of our work together, I will never forget
yours and Lee's gracious hosting of our social worker fundraiser for Sen. Paul
Wellstone - only one month before his tragic plane crash.
Alan Ingram, NASW-MN

Alan Ingram - December 10, 2014 at 11:55 AM

“

Dr. Wattenberg 's original work on "chemoprophylaxis" of cancer in the 1960s
inspired a generation of outstanding clinicians and scientists to concentrate on the
prevention of cancer at its earliest stages as an essential, worthwhile, and cutting
edge goal. So many individuals have have been enriched by his mentorship,
friendship, positive reinforcement, and humility. I am sincerely saddened by his
passing and very thankful for his gracious assistance over the years. I wish his family
the best at this difficult time.

Frank Ondrey - December 10, 2014 at 09:18 AM

