Larry Rapoport
December 12, 1934 - September 11, 2020

Larry Rapoport, born December 12, 1934, died September 11, 2020. Preceded in death
by his parents, Harry and Betty Rapoport of Cedar Rapids, IA; sister, Barbara Silverman of
Rosalyn Heights, NY; brother, David Rapoport of St. Louis Park, MN; and granddaughter,
Rachael Reese. Survived by daughters, Sara Strouts, Michelle Uhden, Mia Rapoport and
Judith Rapoport; sister, Joanne Levy of Kingwood, TX; six grandchildren; and two greatgrandchildren. Larry had a storied and rich life, starting with his humble beginnings in
Cedar Rapids, IA as the youngest child of 4 siblings. Larry’s mischievous behavior
“assisted” him in joining the Marines Corp, an accomplishment he was always proud of
and more than willing to talk about and celebrate. Upon completion of his Marine Corps
service, Larry attended the University of Iowa and developed his passion in photography
and communications by serving on the school newspaper, working at a local radio station
and eventually attending the University of Iowa law school. After law school he landed in
Minneapolis where Larry joined the Office of the Hennepin County Attorney, prosecuting
difficult cases and rising to be the position of Chief Deputy for the late Justice George
Scott. Upon leaving the County Attorney, Larry not only entered a private practice, but he
continued his public service by working tirelessly as a part-time public defender. Larry’s
expertise in the courtroom, his timeless knowledge of every Judge and nearly all members
in the criminal defense bar made him a formidable adversary, an excellent trial lawyer, a
good friend and a premier criminal defense lawyer over his astounding 55 year career.
Despite his active practice, Larry always took the time to mentor and support less
experienced lawyers, whether prosecutors or budding defense attorneys. One of the most
remarkable things about Larry was his insistence on being available for his clients. He
never failed to answer the call or question, no matter what time of day it was or what else
he was doing – even when he was in the courtroom or on a golf course (as many of his
friends and colleagues will undoubtedly confirm). Larry’s devotion to the law, other people
and the activities in his life was apparent to all who were lucky enough to know and work
with him. Larry’s legal and business skills were not limited to the courtroom. His law
practice branched out into his representation of the WWF tag team, the Road Warriors,
and other wrestling superstars. He also had several business ventures in Minnesota and
Hawaii. He cherished his children, grandchildren and innumerable friends and was always

there with indispensable advice, support and, if needed, tough love. He always was the
life of any event or gathering, regaling everyone with unending stories from the
extraordinary life he had lived. He constantly sought out colleagues and friends to golf,
dine, or head out to the local establishment to relax, and, of course, to play pull tabs. Larry
will be terribly missed by his family, friends and colleagues. He was truly old school, a one
of a kind and had a truly extraordinary and wonderful life, worthy of celebration. Private
services being held. A gathering to celebrate Larry will take place in 2021.

Comments

“

Rest in peace, Larry. You were a good friend to me and my wife for many, many
years. Your service to the Country, the County, the folks in blue, and, mostly, to the
common man, was remarkable. Just the day before you died, you and my wife,
Carolyn, were helping a client together. You were an icon, one of a vanishing breed-showing all the brazen upstarts in the legal community that old school is still cool. It's
difficult to believe you are gone.

Fred Bruno - September 17 at 04:40 PM

“

Great lawyer. My mentor.a professional who helped every out.brillant.
Yes. .Larry. was a Icon.gentlemen. words cannot express my feelings
Ticio Madlyb joing - September 21 at 10:14 PM

“

“

Oops larry was always there yo. Help everyone
Ticio Madlyb joing - September 21 at 10:15 PM

Larry lead an amazing life. Please accept my condolences.
Steve Press

Steve Press - September 17 at 04:18 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Praying for the family during this difficult time and always.
Paul Webb

Paul Webb - September 17 at 01:27 PM

“

Thinking of you all. May his memory be a blessing. Buck Strifert and Julie Sinykin

julie - September 15 at 05:47 PM

“

Sincerest SYMPATHIES to Larry's Entire Family. MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

Peggy Kane nee Frolichman - September 14 at 09:57 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss Judith. Please share my condolences with your family.
David

David Risley - September 14 at 01:49 PM

“

Nancy Nugent lit a candle in memory of Larry Rapoport

Nancy Nugent - September 14 at 10:18 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss and my heart goes out to your family. I know that he will
be truly missed, by his sister Joni and all our family in Texas. I am glad that I was
able to spend some time with him over the past few years. Love to all of you. Lisa
Levy

Lisa Levy - September 13 at 06:53 PM

“

“

Larry was always nice to me as a new lawyer. Great guy.
Will Davis - September 14 at 06:39 PM

Larry was my first boss in the legal business, he became my mentor, and a lifelong
friend. Larry was generous with his time, money, advice and love. He never let me
pay for a meal all through law school and many years thereafter, unless I intercepted
the check.
I came to Minnesota to attend law school knowing no one, and Larry introduced me

to everyone who was anyone in the legal business and the Twin Cities community in
general. Larry and I always thought there was some destiny in our meeting since he
was sworn into the bar the exact same day I was born! Larry taught me so much
about business, the law, people, and life. I would not be where I am today without
Larry hiring me my first year of law school, and becoming my friend for life.
Even after I left Larry's firm, we continued to work together all the way up to the day
before he left us, when he referred one of his previous clients to me in a text from his
hospital bed. So, typical of Larry, he wouldn't let his clients down or stop doing
business right up to the end!
Larry worked hard, but he knew how to have fun! This picture is of us at the Magic 8
Ball Gala at the new Hennepin County jail before it was open for business. I will miss
so many things about Larry. Right now I can see so clearly that sideways sly look
and smile he would give, usually right before he was about to say something funny!
I love you Larry, Carolyn Agin Bruno.

Carolyn Agin Bruno - September 13 at 06:53 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. JODY I only met him in Naples, but he had the kindness heart.
You are so much like him. Love to your family.
Berty Mussio - September 14 at 01:26 PM

“

What,a great memory of Larry...thank vou...Larry. was
A . pheonmal person with so much caring fot the,world
Ticio Madlyb joing - September 21 at 10:24 PM

“

Condolences to the family. I had many interesting times with Larry when I was Court
Administrator.

Allen Friedman - September 13 at 12:44 PM

“

MY DEEPEST CONDOLESENCES TO ALL THE FAMILY, LARRY WAS A FRIEND
MY LAWYER, AND WE HAD SUCH WONDERFUL MEMORIES IN LIFE. MAY HE
REST IN PEACE. HE WILL BE DEARLY MISSED. SENDING BLESSINGS... SRA
TICO MADLYN JOING AUEL

Tico Madlyn Joing - September 13 at 11:05 AM

“

Larry was one of the best defense attorneys for many years, respected by the bench
and bar.

Michael Perlman - September 12 at 09:28 PM

“

My heart goes out to you Mia and your entire family. Your Dad meant the world to
you all. He always had a smile for me. May his memory of him be a blessed one for
you all and others that were honored to have known him
Brucie Stillman

Bruce Stillman - September 12 at 03:02 PM

“

I forget to add my name Leslie Bonk

Leslie Bonk - September 12 at 01:43 PM

“

Met Larry through Nancy Nugent. He was a dedicated attorney and a well-liked man who
was serious & had a Great sense of humor. He was a great bartender @ WE Fest
Hospitality. Sympathies to his family. Barbara Skusa
Barbara Skusa - September 17 at 05:16 PM

“

I was a young student in 1973 at the U of M in the Para Legal program, which was its
first year in existence when Larry took me under his wing. I am not sure if we met in
the courtroom or where but he was always supportive, and we became friends. Or
Larry was a mentor to me. I will never forget his kindness friendship or his support of
a young Jewish girl who he always made time for. I have not been in touch in recent
years but I will never forget him. My deep felt condolences to the entire family. Your
loss is enormous to all our us. May he rest in peace.

l - September 12 at 01:40 PM

“

Mia and family, I am so sorry to hear this sad news. Thoughts and prayers to all of you
during this difficult time. I remember his smile and how kind and generous he always was
with us crazy teenagers. May he Rest In Peace. Love and hugs, Tina Fehr
Tina Fehr - September 14 at 09:37 AM

