Jill Ruzicka
January 13, 1949 - September 4, 2017

Jill Ruzicka died unexpectedly on Sept. 4th at age 68 after complications from a fall, in
Minneapolis. Born amidst Montana mountains, reared on the Dakota plains, she moved to
the Big City where she raised a daughter on love, verve, tenacity, empathy and more love.
She earned her BA (childhood education) from UND, MA (social work) from Antioch and
JD from the U of MN. Her greatest passions were children and justice and she touched
many with her professional and volunteer work. She will be missed beyond measure. Jill is
survived by her daughter, Laska Nygaard (Brent Tap); beloved grandchildren, Henry and
Lulu; former husband, Larry Nygaard; brothers, William (Phyllis) Ruzicka and Charles
(Vicki) Ruzicka; nieces and nephews. Graveside service 2:30 p.m. THURSDAY Sept. 7th
at SONS OF JACOB CEMETERY, 770 Parkway Dr., St. Paul. There will be a minyan
service Thursday evening at 6:45pm at Beth Jacob Congregation, 1179 Victoria Curve,
Mendota Heights. In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to RAINN or Beth Jacob
Congregation.
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Comments

“

Dear Laska. Although you and I have not met, I was friends with Jill through Beth
Jacob. I'll always remember her kindness and intellect, her interest in social justice.
Jill had that indescribable something--that way of treating me and others as though
we were already in the middle of a long, warm friendship. She was a very good
woman, who strived admirably to live well during periods of illness and physical
frailty. May your memories of your mother comfort you during your period of
mourning. With warm regards, Suzanne Bring (Delray Beach, Florida).

Suzanne Bring - September 15, 2017 at 10:17 AM

