Jerry F. Rotman
November 8, 1933 - December 22, 2020

JERRY F ROTMAN, of Minneapolis, MN, passed away on December 22, 2020, at age 87.
He is survived by his children L.J. Rotman (Elizabeth Hudson) of Minneapolis, and
daughter, Carly, of Chicago, Dr. Mark Rotman (Cathy) of Ft. Collins CO, and their children,
Andrew and Grant of Denver CO, and Laura Folven (Jim) and their children, Griffin and
Grace, of Plymouth. He was preceded in death by his wife and love of his life, Louise,
parents, Louis and Freda Rotman, sisters, Rosemary Brooks (Saul) and Betty Weisberg
(Art), and daughter in-law, Jill Rotman.
Jerry pursued life with tireless passion and took nothing for granted. He enjoyed the
beauty of nature, as he found in his daily walks and Colorado ski trips. He appreciated the
mastery of performances at Orchestra Hall, the plays at the Guthrie, and frequented the
exhibits at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. As a sports enthusiast he was a loyal fan to
the Twins, Vikings and Gopher basketball team. Many recognized Jerry as a fixture at The
Minneapolis Club, where he swam every day, and Golden Valley Country Club, which he
referred to as his “summer camp” and where he played tennis and golf every opportunity
he could. As a lifelong learner, Jerry was actively involved in the leadership of the
University of St. Thomas Selim Center for Lifelong Learning. The consummate world
traveler, Jerry traveled to nearly every corner of the world and always with Louise at his
side (except for an occasional solo trip, such as to India at age 72).
Jerry left nothing to chance and always had a plan. With great deliberation he carefully
thought through everything he did, whether it was in his role as a trusted legal adviser to
his clients, or in guiding his children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and others whom he
mentored. Jerry was a strong believer in community service. He was active in the
leadership of a number of community organizations, ranging from the Fund for The Legal
Aid Society to the St. Louis Park Human Rights Commission to B’Nai Emet Synagogue.
Jerry was deeply patriotic and a proud veteran who served in the Korean War. He had a
great respect for his fellow veterans.
Upon his return from Korea, Jerry completed his studies at Yale University and enrolled at

Harvard Law School. Following graduation, Jerry and Louise moved from Cambridge to
Minneapolis where Jerry joined the law practice of Levitt, Palmer, Bowen and Bearmon.
Jerry, Matt Levitt, who was Jerry’s mentor, and their law partners worked successfully
together for years,before merging with Briggs & Morgan establishing its Minneapolis
office. Jerry retired from that firm at the age of 55 to devote his remaining years to public
service (and golf and tennis).
As Jerry so often acknowledged, perhaps his greatest fortune was meeting his wife,
Louise, a fellow Iowan. Not long after they met while Louise was attending the University
of Iowa, they eloped to Las Vegas to begin their marriage that lasted 65 wonderful years.
They were the perfect complement to each other. Louise supported Jerry as he went off to
war, attended college and law school and pursued his successful legal career. Together,
they raised a wonderful family and made lasting relationships and contributions to their
community. Jerry and Louise will be deeply missed.
Donations can be made to the Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid or St Louis Park Dollars for
Scholars: Louise Rotman Scholarship Fund.
A funeral service was held.

Comments

“

My deepest condolences to the family, I know you will miss your parents, they were
both so special. I remember with great joy skiing with Jerry May 1 in Colorado, The
snow was terrific.

Eva Kieffer - December 28, 2020 at 10:10 AM

“

I did not know Jerry well, but he was always so nice and friendly. My family was very
good friends of Betty and Art and that was my connection.
You all have wonderful memories that will keep him in your thoughts forever.
Jacki Paster and Ron Krank

Jacqueline Paster - December 27, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

LJ, Always enjoyed your dad whether it be golfing at GVGCC or just chatting. Super
nice guy and you always knew he was interested in what you had to say. He paid
attention when you were talking.
Jerry Bich

Jerry Bich - December 26, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

So many memories from my childhood flood my mind when I think of both your dear
dad and sweet mom. We were really lucky to grow up on Minnehaha circle and share
so many fun times together. Your parents always took the time to talk, ask questions
and show real interest in my life when we saw each other.
They were a very unique and loving couple who shared their compassion with others.
They will be very missed but remembered with great fondness and love.

Missy Cohen Lavintman - December 26, 2020 at 06:15 PM

“

LJ, Mark and Laura, we knew your Mom and Dad for over 50 years being neighbors
and friends. Jerry and Lou were wonderful people always asking us how the kids
were doing. We always think of Jerry with his wonderful smile, wit and ever present
bow tie. Thinking of you now.
Allen and Marcia Oleisky

allen oleisky - December 26, 2020 at 03:12 PM

“

Sandy Bergman lit a candle in memory of Jerry F. Rotman

Sandy Bergman - December 26, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

My condolence to Jerry’s family. I spoke with Jerry and Lou often at the coffee
concerts at Orchestra Hall. Jerry was the consummate gentlemen with his quiet
gentle manner. I know he was a strong supporter of Legal Aid as we were both
volunteers. I played golf with Jerry and his son and of course never a curse even if
an occasional bad shot. I will miss seeing Jerry and Lou when the Orchestra is back
playing hopefully this Fall.
Bruce Candlin

Bruce Candlin - December 26, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

Dear LJ, Mark, Laura: you lost a wonderful father and I lost a great friend. I knew
Jerry for years before he joined Briggs and Morgan, but never expected to practice
with him. When the Levitt Palmer boys joined Briggs in 1983, it transformed the firm
by adding additional, skilled people and a great client base. When Jerry joined the
firm, I gained a great friend, law partner, and a clever tennis opponent. Bari and I
enjoyed many good times with Jerry and Lou. She loved them both. When I lost Bari
recently, Jerry would call to talk and console me. When we talked a few weeks ago, I
was at a low point in my grief, but he brightened my day. I had no idea how ill he
was. My condolences to your entire family. Jerry's memory is a blessing.
Av Gordon

Avron L Gordon - December 25, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

We extend our deepest condolences to Jerry's loving family and share in the
sadness of losing such a consummate gentlemen from our community. Jerry was
one of those individuals that always made us feel good about humanity. His
kindness, intelligence, humility and engaging nature impacted all of us who were
fortunate to have crossed paths with him. His loving marriage to Lou was a role
model for all of us. His deep pride and love for their family will forever remain their
wonderful legacy. We will miss them both dearly.
With love and admiration,
Jon & Diane Rappaport and Family

Jon Rappaport - December 25, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

To The Family of Jerry and Lou Rotman:
We have known you and your extended family for many years. Thus, at this time of
loss, We Want You to Know, That Our Thoughts and Sympathy Are With You and
Yours.
May Your Father and Mother, Who Are Now Together Once Again, Find Peace In
The Heavens with God, and May Their Memories Forever Be a Blessing to All Who
Knew and Loved/Cared For Them.
Sometimes it makes it easier to know that Others Do Care. So this is being sent with
Deepest Sympathy, and Understanding, too; as we share these heartfelt thoughts
with you.
In Friendship, & With Caring,
Allen Harris and Sandy Kaufman Harris

Sandy and Allen Harris - December 25, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

Sending my condolences to the entire family on losing one of the great ones. Jerry
was such a good and dear person. When I was a young lawyer at Briggs, Jerry was
exceptionally kind and supportive. Lou was equally kind to me, and they were always
so sincerely interested in how my family and I were doing. I had the good fortune of
connecting with Jerry periodically in recent years, and he continued to be so wise,
thoughtful, and engaging. I will miss him. Wishing your family strength, comfort, and
peace. May Jerry's memory always be a blessing.

Lee Friedman - December 24, 2020 at 05:49 PM

“

We have many wonderful memories of travels with Lou and Jerry, and we were
members, along with the Rotman’s and two other couples, of “The Gourmet Club”,
meeting at our homes for fabulous meals, local gossip, and many jokes. Jerry was an
elegant gentleman, always pulling out the chair for the lady next to him.
We loved him and his wonderful wife, and we are sad.
Toni and Mike Rosen

Toni Rosen - December 24, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

Jerry (and your mom) were favorite friends of my parents (Av and Bari) AND of mine!
When going downtown to visit my dad at the office, we always swung by Jerry’s
office for warm, bow-tied greeting. He was a kidder and made me feel like I was the
only (or at least most important and interesting) person in the room. The funeral
service today was beautiful. May the many wonderful memories of both your parents
be a blessing. Love, Abbe Bernstein

Abbe Bernstein - December 24, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

deepest condolences. jerry and lou will both be missed.

nancy malmon - December 24, 2020 at 05:26 PM

“

I am so happy that I had a wonderful conversation with Jerry, following "Lou's"
passing and he was his erudite and gracious self - asking about me and how I was - Jerry was a most special person. I will miss him! My condolences and sympathy to
your entire Rotman family - - you have much to be proud of - - Ruth Usem

ruth usem - December 24, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Jerry F. Rotman

Carolyn Abramson - December 24, 2020 at 04:21 PM

“

I was so very sorry to learn of Jerry's passing. He was a truly amazing guy! Will miss
playing golf with him at GVCC.
Bob Levine

Bob Levine - December 24, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

Such a huge loss. I’m sure he missed Lou so much. I have known Jerry for roughly
30 years, first as a tennis buddy, then as his tax guy. I would tell other people that
Jerry was a prince among men because he was so intelligent, empathetic and classy.
May his memory be a blessing for his family.

Chuck Rinkey - December 24, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

The entire Rotman family,
I was so sad to hear of Jerry’s passing. I have nothing but the most wonderful
memories of both your parents, and being part of the Minnehaha Circle
neighborhood. It was so wonderful to run in to LJ and Jerry at COV last Summer. All
of you are in my thoughts and may his memory be a blessing.
Love, Kristi Bader and Gary Swartz

Kristi - December 24, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

Lisa Abrams lit a candle in memory of Jerry F. Rotman

Lisa Abrams - December 24, 2020 at 04:04 PM

