Jane Sternberg (nee Shacknow)
June 24, 1931 - June 14, 2021

Jane Sternberg (nee Shacknow), passed peacefully at her home in Golden Valley, MN on
June 14, 2021. Jane was preceded in death by her parents, William and Cecil Shacknow;
husband, Edwin A. Sternberg. Jane is survived by her sister Nancy Heymann (Jim),
daughter Jill Sternberg-Adams (Bonny Adams), son William Sternberg (Manon), and
grandchildren Katrina Swenson (Sam Roberson), Noah Sternberg, and Emma Sternberg.
In addition, Jane is survived by nephew Andrew Heymann (Paula) and cousins Linda
Sylvers (Skylar) and Ruthie Farbman.
Jane was born and raised in New York and was a graduate of New Rochelle High School
and Syracuse University where she was an active member of the Sigma Delta Tau
sorority. Jane spent her early career in NYC working as an assistant to singer Eddie
Fisher and later at RCA Records. After her marriage to Edwin, they moved to Minneapolis
in 1957 and Jane worked in advertising for a brief time. Jane’s next career was in the
nonprofit world as she became the first hired employee for the Minneapolis section of the
National Council of Jewish Women. After more than 20 years, she “retired” from NCJW in
2001, and Jane took all of six months off before she launched her next career at the
PACER Center. 17 years later, Jane retired…again in 2019. Jane was the consummate
“helper” and everywhere she worked was left in a better place because of her.
Jane enjoyed international travel with Edwin, but in recent years preferred trips to NYC for
a week of Broadway shows, or a week on the beach on Cape Cod. Jane was a friend to
many and always brought light to a room when she entered. She will be missed by those
who knew her.
Our family would like to thank all of those who assisted in Jane’s care over the past few
months, including Kristi, Meron, Skyla, Ariana, Tami.
A graveside celebration of Jane’s life and burial will be held on WEDNESDAY June 16th at
11AM at ADATH YESHURUN CEMETERY, 5605 France Ave S, Edina, MN 55410. The
family will sit SHIVA on Wednesday June 16th at 7PM at The Laurel Apartments, 250
Turners Crossroad South, Golden Valley, MN 55416. Please feel free to join us in person
or both the burial and Shiva will be on zoom. For Zoom links to both events send an email
to zoom3@hodroffepstein.com.
Memorials preferred to those organizations to which Jane dedicated most of her

professional life – National Council of Jewish Women Minnesota, 5905 Golden Valley Rd
#1, Golden Valley, MN 55422 and PACER Center, 8161 Normandale Blvd, Minneapolis,
MN 55437.
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Comments

“

Dear Sternberg Family,
I collaborated with Jane through NCJW and Pacer and there was no one more
accommodating, sensitive, efficient, diplomatic and I could go on!!! She was a true
gem of a woman who always had a smile and a good word for everyone. I will miss
her presence but remember her always.
Marsha Chernoff Golob

Marsha Chernoff Golob - June 17 at 11:48 AM

“

Jane’s smile and authentic kindness meant so much to me. She exuded friendship
during her years at NCJW and truly made my volunteer experience meaningful and
productive. May Jane’s memory be for a blessing.
Andrea Kaufman

Andrea Kaufman - June 16 at 11:18 PM

“

She was such a special friend to my mom. We all enjoyed having her join us on
holidays, and I looked forward to catching up with her and hearing about all of you.
She was so proud of her family.
She was a professional woman, ahead of her time in many ways. I have great
respect for her work ethic and tenacity.
We will miss her!
With much love,
Amy Spiegel Hearne and family

Amy Spiegel Hearne - June 16 at 10:50 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family, I have happy memories of Jane working with
her at National Council of Jewish women.. she was quite a woman.

EVA Kieffer. - June 16 at 11:53 AM

“

Jane’s energy and exuberance will always be a memory for me. I enjoyed the many
years of working with her at NCJW. I respected her gift of honesty and transparency
when it came to both her personal and professional life. I can still hear her laugh!
Jane’s memory will be a blessing to all.
Nancy Grobovsky

Nancy Grobovsky - June 16 at 11:51 AM

“

There is definitely a common theme here: Jane was indeed the consummate helper,
organizer and friend. She welcomed everyone in her midst. I met Jane after I moved
here and joined NCJW. I always looked forward to seeing her smile and quick wit
when I visited the office. She knew first-hand what it was like to move into an
unfamiliar city and find your way around a sometimes unfriendly environment. Even
after living here for so long, she never forgot what that was like. She had the capacity
to empathize, listen and take in the newcomer. She has left a living legacy of her
good works and good deeds. She will be missed.

Joanie Marks (fka ecker) - June 16 at 02:28 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Bill Sternberg - June 15 at 09:58 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Bill Sternberg - June 15 at 09:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Jane

Bill Sternberg - June 15 at 09:56 PM

“

what a sad loss! janie kept me on the right path when i was ncjw president. her finger
in the air was my signal. she, jackie sinykin and i had so many laughs sharing a room
at. ncjw convention. so much life in her tiny body. i will miss her.
love, nancy malmon

nancy malmon - June 15 at 05:39 PM

“

To the Family of Jane Sternberg I was so sorry to learn of Jane's passing. I met her years ago through our shared
connection of NCJW. She ran the office like no other and was a friend to everyone. I
had great fun with her when I sold her the fancy red Honda. I think it was the only car
that could accommodate her small stature - yet what a big heart! May her memory be
a blessing to you during this difficult time.
Geri Serber Sweet

Geri Serber Sweet - June 15 at 04:24 PM

“

Jane was the glue that held NCJW together for many years. It was always good to
see her smiling face. She will be missed.

Susan Mansfield - June 15 at 02:57 PM

“

Our sweet Janie! We will miss your smiling face and positive vibe at The Laurel. May
your love of family, friends and life live on at The Laurel! <3 Terri

Terri - June 15 at 12:06 PM

“

Oh my, where to begin? Let no one confuse Jane's small stature to the great force
that she was in life. She and my dear wife of blessed memory Jackie, were the
closest of friends and accomplished so much individually and together. We we
shared so many holidays together through the years. My deep condolences to all of
you. She was a delightful lady and had a n outstanding life. With love and affection,
in Jackie's memory and my thoughts. Stephen

Dr. Stephen G. Sinykin - June 15 at 09:37 AM

“

Your Mom and Dad welcomed my husband and me to Mpls 33 years ago. I was a
new mom and knew no one. Your Mom and I spent hours together in the NCJW
office together. She literally saved my life in those early years. After your Mom retired
from NCJ W. Barb Sidders, Jane and I would meet for lunch every now and then and
eat and laugh. I will truly miss your Mom she was a dear friend. Linda Tell

Linda Tell - June 14 at 11:26 PM

“

When we moved to Minneapolis, my mother was in shock and very worried about
what the Twin Cities would hold. Through work relationships my dad was introduced
to Eddie, and together they made the "shitach" of the four of them--there was no
going back. Jane and my mom were "shmata widows" as Ed and my dad travelled a
ton. Of course that meant countless hours with the two of them together, usually with
the 4 kids in tow. Ironically, I was just telling a store about Jane this past weekend, in
anticipation of miserable heat in LA. It was terribly hot in Mpls, and both dads were
gone. My mom thought we would just hang out at the movies endlessly, but Jane
insisted we come and stay over, in the basement (can I ever forget sleeping while the
picture of the dogs playing cards lorded over me) and enjoying the air-conditioning.
What it really was was an excuse for them to just laugh and stay up all night talking.
She was one of a kind.
Enormous hugs,
Hope

Hope Neiman - June 14 at 07:59 PM

