Jack Pred
January 5, 1932 - October 11, 2015

Jack Harold Pred of Mendota Heights, MN, formerly of Aberdeen, SD, passed away at
age 83 on October 11, 2015. Preceded in death by his parents, Abe and Sonia and Sister,
Maxine (Bubbles). Survived by his loving and dedicated wife, Susan; devoted sons, Mike
(Tracey), Dan (Kristy) and Sam (Renee); adoring grandchildren, Amanda, Jack, Rachel,
Audrey, Jenna, Abigail and Sonya. Jack was loved and cherished by everyone who knew
him. He will be forever remembered and greatly missed. Jack Pred was a man who
possessed a great will to live life to its fullest with dignity, integrity, and a deep appreciation
for laughter, music, sports, dogs, good food, ice cream and his family and friends. He was
kind, funny and a gentle, good man. He lived his life by example and impacted each and
every person he met. As a husband and father, his love was unconditional and limitless.
As a grandfather, Poppy was loving, playful and supportive. As a merchant, he was
innovative, honest and successful. And as a human being, he was compassionate, kind
and generous. Like his father Abe, Jack loved baseball and especially the Twins. He was
also a loyal and passionate Vikings fan. Jack was born and raised in Aberdeen, SD. After
a short period of time at the University of Iowa, he was drafted into the US Army. It was
there that he played on the army baseball team. Following his service, Jack returned to
Aberdeen and joined the family business. As was the case with many Jewish immigrants,
Jack’s father, Abe, was the son of a peddler (Isaac). In 1916 Isaac bought a bankrupt
store in Scotland, SD and sent his sons Abe and Dan to Aberdeen with the stores stock to
dispose of it. Abe and Dan were so impressed with Aberdeen that they opened a brick and
mortar store. In 1954 when Jack left the Army, he joined his parents in the family business
in what was then Pred’s. Jack learned the business and saw opportunity in specializing in
coats, ultimately opening Pred’s Coats Etc. stores in Aberdeen and Sioux Falls South
Dakota, Grand Forks and Fargo North Dakota, and Sioux City and Council Bluffs Iowa. He
spent most of his time on the floor selling with passion and treating his customers and
employees like family. Jack and Susan sold the business in 1997, retired and moved to St.
Paul, MN. Jack will be most remembered for being the ultimate family person, a true
friend, and the consummate overall mensch. The family extends its appreciation to his
caregivers at the Sholom Home and special caregiver Donna Norrel. Funeral service
TUESDAY 11:30 AM, at MOUNT ZION TEMPLE, 1300 Summit Avenue in St. Paul.

Memorials preferred to the Alzheimer's Association or the donor’s favorite charity. SHIVA
at Mount Zion Temple, Tuesday 7:00 pm.
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Comments

“

Dear Susan and family.
You probably don't remember me it's been a long time but I certainly remember my
time living in your home. I helped you out with the boys while going to college. You
and Jack were so kind to me. I am Susan Robertson Heizer. I was from Mellette but
now live near Chicago with my husband, Rich. I remember our wedding Danny was
the cutest ring bearer. Your family made a huge impact on my life. I was just a poor
farm girl going to college at Northern but Jack made sure I had a beautiful wedding
dress and one that was affordable. I guess he took a loss on that sale. My brother
heard that Jack had passed so I looked his obituary up on line. I was sorry to hear of
his passing. Just wanted you to know my thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family. Susan
susanheizer@yahoo.com

Susan Robertson Heizer - November 04, 2015 at 08:02 PM

“

Dear Susan, Sandy and I are sending our most sincere condolences in Jack's
passing. He was a wonderful man who taught me everything I know about being a
merchant. His energy gave me energy and his sense of fairness and honesty was
evident every day of the 19 years I worked for him. He gave everyone a chance to
shine and I appreciated everything he did for me. We want to thank Jack and Susan
for all their kindnesses and friendship they extended to us. We know he will be
missed and hope that your sadness will be replaced with only happy memories. With
Love and Respect and our deepest sympathy to you and your family. Reiny and
Sandy Clausen

Reiny and Sandy Clausen - October 22, 2015 at 02:33 PM

“

My Mom knew Jack from her shopping at Pred's. The summer I went to California,
Jack told my Mom to have me contact an old friend of his to say 'hello'. I was only 15
(1968) at the time, but Jack's friend was friendly and kind...had a great talk....wish I
could remember his name. He lived in the Los Gatos/San Jose CA area. My
sympathies to the family of a great man~ Terry Schneider

Terry Schneider - October 15, 2015 at 12:36 AM

“

Jack will be remembered always as a dear friend and member of our wonderful 50s
class from Aberdeen. My sincerest condolences, Susan, to you and your family. You
will have many wonderful memories to sustain you. What made it even more special
we shared the same political views. I was with you in spirit at his final tribute and
service. It was a joy to have him as a friend. Love Eva Jean

Eva Jean Giese - October 14, 2015 at 01:23 PM

“

Great photos of Jack. Thank you for sharing these. Our families have had such a
long history together, I will treasure many fond memories of Jack. His wit, his wisdom
and his humanity left a big impression on me. Much love from The Briscoes.

Paris Briscoe - October 13, 2015 at 02:01 PM

“

“

Thank you Paris for your kind words.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:41 PM

Dear Susan and family, I am so sorry to hear of Jack's passing. Although I knew Jack
for only a few short years, I truly loved him. I wish I could have spent more of my
retail career with him as I considered him a wonderful mentor. I fondly remember our
tennis matches together as well as our one trip to the Metrodome to watch the Twins.
I will never forget Jack. Simply a wonderful man! Dale "Red" Grewing

Dale "Red" Grewing - October 13, 2015 at 12:54 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your memories.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:41 PM

Amy Levenson lit a candle in memory of Jack Pred

Amy Levenson - October 13, 2015 at 11:00 AM

“
“

“

Love,Jerry Levenson,Amy Levenson and Richard Hechter
Amy Levenson - October 13, 2015 at 11:13 AM

Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:42 PM

Susan and family,
Old South Dakota ties never seem to fade, especially the old time retailers. What a
great Pred tradition from Abe to Jack in Aberdeen. Of course, the Feinstein family
heritage, from Abe to Norlie started in Aberdeen and moved to Mitchell. My Dad,
Norlie, always spoke highly of Jack. My best to you and your family.

Lee Feinstein
Lee Feinstein - October 13, 2015 at 10:55 AM

“

“

Thank you for your comments,
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:43 PM

We are so sorry for your loss. Please know we are thinking of you and send our Love
and deepest sympathy.
Joy and Jerry Bratter

joy Bratter - October 13, 2015 at 09:55 AM

“

“

Thank you!
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:43 PM

7 files added to the album Photos

mike pred - October 13, 2015 at 08:30 AM

“

Susan, Michael, Danny, Sam....
I will always remember Jack's laugh, the pep in his step around the store, and the
twinkle in his eyes.
Hugs and tears from Chicago.
xo, Laurie Robinson Perez and kids

laurie robinson perez - October 12, 2015 at 11:07 PM

“

Thank you Laurie. Your parents were wonderful throughout this process. Words cannot
describe my appreciation for your parents support. Your father chanted psalm 23 and sang
"Danny Boy" at the service which was really special. We are lucky to have parents like
ours. Mike
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:47 PM

“

Dear Susan, I am so sorry for your loss! Jack was a mensch of a guy and a real
'gentle-man'! I remember when you made a shiva call when Phil (Friedman)
died..which was 7 yrs. ago...Jack told me he had Alzheimers's. It was as though he
wanted me to know he wasn't himself ;( Even though we moved from Aberdeen
when I was just a baby, my Aberdeen connection through my dad always remained
strong. May your memories remain vibrant.
Sending heartfelt sympathies,
Marilyn (Pilch) Shapiro

Marilyn Pilch Shapiro - October 12, 2015 at 12:22 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:48 PM

Susan,
To you and all of Jack's Family, my sincerest condolences. The obituary really
captured Jack, in words. He was the sweetest. Please know that my thoughts are
with you. I am sick in bed and will be unable to attend the service or shiva. I will be in
touch as soon as I am able. Sending warm hugs.
Sandy Aaron

Sandy Aaron - October 12, 2015 at 10:55 AM

“

Thank you very much for thinking of us.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:48 PM

“

1 file added to the album Photos

Sam - October 12, 2015 at 09:37 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Jack. What a great guy he was. I grew up in Aberdeen (still
here) and have the fondest memories of both Abe and Jack. They were such fun and
always greeted me with a smile when I shopped in Preds or even when they saw me on the
street. Abe was in a coffee group with my father, Neil Dewhirst, and they were good
buddies. Wish they were both still here but, even so, it is fun to think back to both of them.
My condolences to you. Linda Dewhirst Dillavou
Linda Dillavou - October 13, 2015 at 04:49 PM

“

My best to your family. If you lived in Aberdeen, you shopped at Preds. Jack and Abe were
always kind to we high school/college gals. My brother, (Gene Newnam and his wife
Marilyn Jacobson Newnam) were also classmates and friends of Jacks. My sympathy to
your family.
Betty Newnam Dobberpuhl - October 14, 2015 at 02:04 PM

“

Sincerest sympathies to Jack Pred's family on your loss. Jack and I go back a long way to
Simmons Jr High thru graduation from Aberdeen Central High School in 1950. We were
part of the Aberdeen American Legion Junior baseball team that won the state title in 1949
- Jack played 1st base and I pitched. Jack's dad also sponsored an amateur baseball team
(the Pred's) which I played on and won a state title. That was after we graduated so I do
not remember if Jack also played on the team - seems he was away from Aberdeen at the
time (could be wrong). From then on Jack and I only connected at class reunions. That is
the way life plays out. But I vividly remember Jack during out high school days. He was so
enjoyable to chum with. Sorry for his passing and God's blessing on loved ones temporarily
left behind. Orval Dahme, Bloomington, IL.
Orval Dahme - October 14, 2015 at 02:24 PM

“

The bond with Aberdeen is always strong for anyone who has lived or spent time there.
Thank you.
mike pred - October 14, 2015 at 06:49 PM

