Howard Mitchell Kuretsky
December 29, 1938 - March 2, 2019

Age 80 of Mendota Heights, passed away on Saturday, March 2, 2019. Preceded in death
by his parents, David and Ann Kuretsky; and daughter, Robin Kuretsky- Greco. Survived
by wife, Elaine; sons, David (Laurie) and Peter (Jodi) Kuretsky; brother, Martin (Judy)
Kuretsky; and grandchildren, Alexa, Seth, Erika, Drew and Arielle. Howard was born on
the West Side of St. Paul and attended Central High School and the University of
Minnesota. Assuming control of a family business early in life as his father battled cancer;
Howard’s real education came early at the school of hard knocks. As a result, Howard had
exceptional street smarts about him. Howard was a wheeler and dealer, understanding
how to read people and make a deal. He used his skills, experience and wisdom to guide
young business owners in later years. Howard’s bright personality allowed him the
blessing of an extraordinary amount of great friends. Philanthropy was of utmost
importance to him. Together with Elaine for more than 60 years and she never killed him;
they were remarkable parents who raised three wonderful children. A family that stuck
together through thick and thin. Funeral service 2:00 PM WEDNESDAY March 6th at
TEMPLE OF AARON SYNAGOGUE, 616 Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul. Memorials
preferred to JFCS Minnesota or Hospice of the Valley Sherman Home HOV.ORG. SHIVA
7PM Wednesday and Thursday at Temple of Aaron Synagogue.
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Comments

“

Marilyn Alch Hartman lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell Kuretsky

Marilyn Alch Hartman - March 12 at 10:22 PM

“

To Elaine and Family, He was the very first first love of my life. Memories never for
gotten! "One in a million" Sandy Belzer

Sandy Belzer - March 08 at 05:51 PM

“

For over 40 years Howard was a close friend, teacher and mentor. He will be dearly
missed.
David Burden

Dave Burden - March 07 at 10:19 AM

“

Dave Rossman lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell Kuretsky

Dave Rossman - March 07 at 06:39 AM

“

Uncle Howie, I can’t tell you sorry I am that you are gone! But I know your life will be
carried on by your family and Friends! We all I’m sure have great memories of your
charm, caring and a amazing sense of humor! Between you uncle Howie and uncle
Stan, I believe that is where my sense of humor comes from, I’m so proud to use that

humor to keep your memory alive in my heart!! Uncle Howie, I would also like to
mention everything you and Auntie Elaine, Peter and Davie did for me and my wife
when I was in the hospital in such a loving and caring way!! Uncle Howie you will be
missed, but definitely never forgotten by those who had the pleasure to know my
Uncle!! Auntie Elaine, our Heart goes out to you, Peter, Davie,Marty and the rest of
your Family!
Love Dave, Naomi, Arriel and Natalie
Dave Rossman - March 07 at 06:37 AM

“

Our entire fantasy football league will miss Howard sitting front and center!
Sincerely,
Ronald Zamansky

Ronald Zamansky - March 05 at 03:22 PM

“

My cousin Howard has always been a part of my life. I fondly remember Kuretsky
family gatherings and carpooling with Howard and Elaine to the University of
Minnesota before they were married. I also remember that Howard needed his
parents written permission to get married because he would not be 21 until a few
days after the wedding. In addition to being my first cousin, I always felt Howard was
my friend. He will be greatly missed.
Bill Kuretsky

Bill Kuretsky - March 05 at 12:36 PM

“

So many memories shared with the Kuretsky family. It all started in Highland Park
and continued in Mendota. Elaine, Peter & David my heart breaks for you. Sending
my deepest sympathy to all of you during this difficult time. Sheri Straus-Norgard

Sheri Norgard - March 05 at 06:17 AM

“

Dear Elaine, Marty and all your family,
Our sincere sympathy to you in the passing of your husband Howard, also to your
Father and Brother.
When we were together it was always a fun time.
Sorry we cannot be there to share this sorrowful time with you. We look forward to
being together here in AZ.
Our blessing to you Elaine and your loving family.
Valerie & Shel Ettinger

Valerie & Shel Ettinger - March 04 at 05:06 PM

“

I began working at the Fink Agency August 1984. I soon became the agency's claims
manager. Howard had called regarding an accident that was not their fault and I
worked to collect from the party's insurance who caused the accident. As I was
taught by Bruce I not only did what was expected of me but went above and beyond
doing all I could to handle this to conclusion and Howards satisfaction.
The next day I received this huge bouquet of flowers - with a card from Howard
thanking me.
That was not the only time Howard took the time to show how much he appreciates
good service.
And through the years I saw his son's grow up and begin families of their own and
emulate the same fine qualities their father had.
Howard will be missed by all that knew him.
My thoughts and prayers are with all of his family.
Debbie Neurer-Abbasi

Debbie Neurer-Abbasi - March 04 at 03:16 PM

“

Grew up with him as my next door neighbor. So sorry to hear of his passing. Keeping
family in my prayers.
Jackie karon

Jackie Karon - March 04 at 02:11 PM

“

Uncle Howie was my favorite Uncle. My Auntie Elaine and Uncle Howie were always
there for me, they became parents to me these past few years. The passing of my
Uncle is an enormous loss to so many people. There are so many funny stories that I
will cherish forever. Uncle Howie was one in a million.

Randi Rossman-Astrom - March 04 at 01:09 PM

“

Our family memories go way back. My sincere condolences to you , Marty , your
OLD friend Bobbi (Berde), Ettinger , Wilf.... My brother Steve also had such fond
memories of the Kuretsky family.. Sincerely, Bobbi

Bobbi and Morrie Wilf - March 04 at 12:29 PM

“

Dear Elaine,
My deepest condolences to you and your family. I always thought of Howard as my
big brother and he will be sorely missed.
Rest in Peace my Friend.
Ginger

Ginger Ostrander - March 04 at 12:15 PM

“

Ginger Ostrander lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell Kuretsky

Ginger Ostrander - March 04 at 12:13 PM

“

Howard had a great sense of humor and was always enjoyable to be around. Have
great memories of being at the Sammy house. Elaine, I wish you the very best.
Howard will be missed.
Frima and Mort Harris

Mort Harris - March 04 at 11:20 AM

“

Met Howard back in the early 70’s and did business with him for many years . He
was a true gentleman and a great mentor to me .
He will be missed by all in our business !
My condolences to his family and employee’s
Neal Bonavia

Neal Bonavia - March 04 at 08:16 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Howard's passing. He is in our prayers. Love, the Lobell
family.

Steven Lobell - March 03 at 07:25 PM

“

DEAR ELAINE AND FAMILY,
WE WERE SO SORRY TO HEAR OF HOWARD'S PASSING. SO MANY
WONDERFUL MEMORIES OF THE TWO OF YOU!!! HE WAS ALWAYS SO FUN
FOR ME TO WORK WITH HIM. OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY IS WITH YOU AND
YOUR BEAUTIFUL FAMILY AT THIS TIME. SORRY WE CAN'T BE THERE TO
GIVE YOU A HUG!
SHUSSIE AND ALLEN
MARCO ISLAND, FLORIDA

SHUSSIE - March 03 at 04:53 PM

“

SHUSSIE & ALLEN BLUMENTHAL lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell
Kuretsky

SHUSSIE & ALLEN BLUMENTHAL - March 03 at 04:49 PM

“

Fran Salzman lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell Kuretsky

fran salzman - March 03 at 08:45 AM

“

Such a blessing to sit with Howard at his 80th birthday party!He was a true Mensch!I
miss “Big Boy”
already!RIP Howard!
Tony Silverman

Tony Silverman - March 03 at 07:45 AM

“

I would like to send my deepest condolences to the entire family.
Howard was an integral part of my life in the surplus business for many years.
He will be greatly missed.

Kenny Salzman - March 02 at 09:33 PM

“

Kenny Salzman lit a candle in memory of Howard Mitchell Kuretsky

Kenny Salzman - March 02 at 09:31 PM

“

Dear Elaine
Our deepest condolences to you and your family
We hope you will find comfort in the memories of the good times you shared!!

Rhoda and Gene Engelson - March 02 at 08:08 PM

“

Howard's wonderful sense of humor, always brought joy and laughter to everyone
around him. We will miss him greatly. Cheryl and Steve Lange

Steve and Cheryl Lange - March 02 at 07:03 PM

“

Howard was a wonderful friend. He came here to Sholom Home regularly when he
was in town to visit Marvin and me, we had many laughs. He certainly brightened my
Saturday's. He'll be missed by many more I'm sure.
DEAREST Elaine and Family
IF WORDS COULD ONLY WASH AWAY THE EMPTY FEELINGS OF THE DAY
HOW GRAND I'D BE ON THE MORROW
TO KNOW I'D RELIEVED YOU OF YOUR SORROW
BUT THERE'S NOTHING I CAN SAY OR DO
EXCEPT OF COURSE TO PRAY FOR YOU
FOR STRENGTH TO ACCEPT WHAT YOU MUST BEAR
KNOWING YOU HAVE FRIENDS WHO CARE. GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU

Peggy Kane - March 02 at 06:21 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Howard’s passing my sincere condolences to Elaine and his
entire family. Howard was a real mensch always enjoyed being with he Michael
Silverman and Marty Capp for our lunch get togethers which were full of laughs. A
great guy who will be sorely missed. Burt Garr

Burt Garr - March 02 at 06:00 PM

“

He was a great man and although we did not spend that much time with him we
loved when we did
David and Barbara Rosenberg

barbara rosenberg - March 02 at 05:35 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this! Heartfelt Condolences.
Sandy Okinow

Sandra Okinow - March 02 at 04:39 PM

