Harvey Shafer
January 6, 1946 - March 20, 2020

Harvey Shafer, age 74, of Maple Grove, passed away March 20, 2020. Preceded in death
by parents, Gordon Shafer & Leah Milstein Shafer (Chesin). Survived by children, Ari
Shafer, Amy Farley (Shawn), Alissa Shafer; grandchildren, Lauren, Leanna, Blayne,
Grace and Patrick; sisters, Elaine Rosen (Rick), Joanne Shafer (Dieterich Spahn); special
friend, Jill Ballard. Harvey served as a pilot in the Vietnam War, was a very talented artist
and photographer, motorcycle enthusiast, loving father, grandfather and brother and will
be greatly missed. Private funeral services. A memorial service will be scheduled later.
Memorials preferred to Alzheimer’s Association or donor’s favorite charity.

Comments

“

The news of Harvey's passing was so sad to hear. I always thought of Harvey as
being a gentle giant. He was such a kind and gracious person. Harvey once took me
on a motorcycle ride. Of course, I thought that he went too fast, so I hung on for dear
life and really enjoyed the ride. When Frank Lange, Ronnie Goodman and I found
out that Harvey did not plan to attend our St. Louis Park Sr. High's 50th class reunion
(class of 1964), we kept calling him until he finally agreed to come to some of the
events which I do believe he did enjoy. The road time trip Harvey, Frank Lange and I
took after high school graduation was a lot of fun. I do remember the time when we
took a roadside stop so Harvey could take a picture of a squirrel. Of course, it wasn't
an ordinary snapshot, it was more of a well thought out plan to get the proper
essence of our squirrel friend. I remember a time in Denver that we stopped at a
restaurant and I suggested we ask our waitress to see if she had two friends who
would be willing to show us Denver. Harvey said , "no, no, no", but I went ahead and
asked the waitress and she and her friends did give us a tour of Denver. Harvey will
be greatly missed. My wife Tammy and I extend our heartfelt sympathies to his
family. May his memory be for a blessing.
Ira Serebrin

Ira Serebrin - March 31 at 04:58 PM

“

My condolences to Harvey's Family. I met Harvey in about 1986. I was introduced to
him from Jason, a mutual friend. He is a kind, loving, talented man. He was always
ready to share. His knowledge, his friendship, his cooking, and his special coffee. My
heart aches with happy resemblances of him. He had many friends. He loved many
things! He is so special. I am sure he will be missed by many. Rest in peace Harvey,
we all love you.

Joanie Ford - March 26 at 10:58 AM

“

Joanie Ford lit a candle in memory of Harvey Shafer

Joanie Ford - March 26 at 10:53 AM

“

Margie Gendler Marks And Mike Marks lit a candle in memory of Harvey Shafer

Margie Gendler Marks and Mike Marks - March 25 at 11:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear about cousin Harvey. He was the family photographer and always
so kind and accomodating. Sending heartfelt condolences to his sisters Elaine and
Joanne and the entire family. .Karen and Ron Sallerson

Karen Sallerson - March 23 at 04:55 PM

“

I remember sharing all 6 of my high school senior year classes with Harvey. Harvey
was a free spirit with immense talents. After graduation Ira Serebrin, Harvey and I
took a driving trip to LA, but we only made it as far as Denver. Harvey was famous
for taking perfect photos. The time required to achieve perfection with each photo
exasperated his traveling companions. We listened to Barbara Streisand on the radio
singing "People." The trip together was a once in a lifetime experience.
Hana and I want to extend our sincere sympathies to all of Harvey's family. He will
truly be missed.
Hana and Frank Lange

Frank Lange - March 22 at 06:29 PM

“

My cousin Harvey was talented, handsome and very kind. My Dad enjoyed a special
connection to Harvey and was proud of his accomplishments in aviation. Wish I could
be physically present to offer hugs and support to Harvey’s siblings and children, but
virtual ones will have to do in these times of social distancing. Much love, cousin
Joyce

Joyce Greene - March 22 at 01:45 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Harvey will always be remembered.
LIN RICHMAN

Lin Richman - March 22 at 07:45 AM

“

Leap year proposal
Old love never dies.
I married at 18 because the 19 year old boyfriend was drafted and headed to Viet
Nam. I thought it would be forever. After 24 years of trying and two sons we divorced.
I stilled believed in marriage. I just needed to find the right person. I wanted to
experience being happily married. I was armed with my ten qualifying criteria, dating
not than 3 months to someone because I wasnt interested in dating for dating sake.
Out dancing
Fast forward 53 years - 24 first time, 22 years of a happy marriage before
widowhood. Single again for four years.
Then serendipity gave me a gift - someone I had seriously dated before I met my
second husband came back into my life and changed it forever. Someone i could
have married - we dated over a year but ine if the criteria in the rule of ten was
timing. I wanted to be married again and it wasnt his time. He had just left a difficult
marriage/divorce.
Seventy-one and seventy-three, going on sixteen! I am smitten. My memories of
dating him long ago are like old friends you want to hug when you see them.

The Same friend that originally introduced us by chance connected us again after
meeting again at his mothers wake. He asked about me and our friend said I was a
widow and said he’d give me his number. I called. Lunch, then dinner At my house.
He lived an hour or more away.
Talking every night. I’d read him a chapter from The Little Prince.

Then he came and stayed in the guest bedroom and when it was time to say
goodnight walk me to my bedroom door and kiss me goodnight. He had never
married after his divorce. .
I feel the same draw from years ago. I am smitten.
After seeing each other for over a year we now sleep in the same bed once a week,
take turns driving back and forth, talk several times a day. We cook together,
entertain our friends. He Brings me his homemade bagels, English muffins and pizza
dough - much more endearing than flowers.
He is one of the kindest people I know. I have an adult son lives on my property who
has a disability. Harvey always make sure they talk and visit, watch a movie together.
When you’ve truly loved someone once, that love never really leaves your heart even
though you thought you’d never see each other again. Then you get a gift.
Leap year, i would like to surprise him with that special question.

I want to keep him in my life.
I did ask and he said “Sure”. We were working on it. My heart is hurting.
jill ballard - March 21 at 11:43 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Harvey Shafer

Peggy Kane - March 21 at 09:23 PM

“

I’m so sad to hear about my cousin Harvey’s death. He was such a talented and
creative person. My Dad especially felt close to Harvey and was so proud of his skills
as a pilot. My deep condolences to Harvey’s children, grandchildren and siblings.
You are all in my thoughts. I feel awful that in this time of social distancing, that I
cannot be there to hug you.
Much love, Cousin Joyce

Joyce Greene - March 21 at 08:27 PM

“

Hi Elaine, So sorry for your loss of your brother Harvey. Take care.
Marilyn Sussman

Marilyn Sussman - March 21 at 06:39 PM

