Harold Ravits
December 17, 1917 - March 27, 2017

Harold Ravits, age 99, a St. Paul native. He graduated from Central High School in 1935
and the University of Minnesota combined bachelors and MD in 1941. Harold was a
surgeon in a medical triage unit in the European theater of World War II from 1943-45. He
earned his master’s degree and completed clinical residency in Dermatology at the
University of Minnesota. He led dermatology in St. Paul, where he practiced for over 50
years. Harold was Clinical Professor of Dermatology at the University of Minnesota. He
pioneered diversity in the St. Paul community and served as President of the Medical
Assembly, Minnesota Dermatological Society, and the Ramsey County Medical Society.
He was Chairman of the Dermatology Department at St. Paul Ramsey Hospital, and later
served as Chief of Staff of St. Paul Ramsey Hospital. He served on the St. Paul Council of
Arts and Sciences. He was a lover of music. He will long be remembered for his strength,
wisdom and unselfish love of family, office staff and patients. He is survived by Cissy his
wife of 68 years; children, Martha, Mimi and John (Trish); 9 grandchildren; 3 great
grandchildren. Graveside service 10:30 a.m. THURSDAY, March 30, 2017 at MOUNT
ZION CEMETERY, 1670 Payne Ave., St. Paul, MN 55130. The family will be returning to
Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105 immediately following the
graveside service to receive friends and family. In lieu flowers, memorials should be
contributed to the University of Minnesota Medical School Foundation, General Purposes
Fund, PO Box 860266, Mpls, MN 55486, or to Mount Zion Temple’s Rabbi’s Discretionary
Fund.
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Comments

“

To Cissy, John, Mimi and Martha: I feel like I know your family intimately and share
your grieving at Harold's passing. I never knew him as an adult, but know he was an
exemplary member of the greatest generation. There are too many stories I could
share that take me back to when I was 12 years old, feeling like a family member
when you all lived down the block from us. My love and support to all of you. The
best friends are the old friends.

Tom Gellman - April 19, 2017 at 07:33 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy to the Ravits family. He was my mother's cousin and we were
all very fond of him. He pierced my ears over 50 years ago and was very gentle and
patient!
Warmest regards to everyone,
Louise Weiss-Reitz (Rina Wesler Shiff's daughter)

Louise Weiss-Reitz - March 29, 2017 at 12:43 PM

“

I grew up in a turbulent family at a turbulent time. My uncle Harold Ravits, who died
yesterday, was always the calm in the storm, the man with a reasonable, thoughtful
response to strong positions. His quiet voice countered the screaming and lunacy.
He lived a fine life for 99 years, curing the ill and providing sage advice when
asked....He will always be someone whom I try to emulate and honor. I hope that I
can get to know you better, Molly Ravits...and my thoughts are with Trish Ravits,
Sarah Ravits Emily Ravits Andrew Ravits and the rest of the clan today......

Chuck Strouse - March 29, 2017 at 07:06 AM

“

To the family of Dr. Ravits,
My heart is broken for you all.
He was my Dermatologist for many years and I called him Dr. R. He was a very kind
man who took extraordinary care of me and I shall never forget him. My sincere
condolences go out to you all and I pray that your wonderful memories will bring you
much joy and peace.
Dr. R., thank you for your kindness and your wisdom and for taking such great care
of me. I wish you much peace. You will be sorely missed.
With fondness,
Sheryl S. Frankel
St. Paul, MN

Sheryl Frankel - March 28, 2017 at 11:57 PM

