Gerald "Jerry" James Bratter
May 26, 1928 - September 5, 2017

Gerald James Bratter “Jerry”
Jerry lost his courageous battle with leukemia on September 5, 2017 surrounded by his
loving family. He was born in St. Paul, MN on May 26, 1928. Jerry was the fifth of six
children born to Sarah and Benjamin Bratter. He was a graduate of Saint Paul Central
High School where he excelled in golf and basketball. After high school, he attended the U
of Minnesota where he earned his Bachelor of Business Administration degree and
enjoyed his years as a member of Phi Epsilon Pi fraternity. It was there that he met his
future wife, Joy Kossove, and on Sept. 9th they would have celebrated their 66th wedding
anniversary. Jerry was the founder of the John Phillips Co. of St. Paul in 1951 which was
one of the first discount catalogue showrooms in the state. He became involved in the
venture capital investment banking business and founded G.J. Bratter and Co. and was
responsible for the underwriting of many hi- tech companies from the 1950’s- 1980’s. He
underwrote Data 100 in 1971 and was a co- founder, board member and underwriter of
Cyberoptics. He served on many corporate boards as well as Guthrie Theatre and Oak
Ridge Country Club. Jerry loved his Monday lunches with his longtime buddies, his
discussion groups and love of travel. He wanted to show his family the world and in 1972
he took his wife and children on a six month trip around the world to visit 42 countries.
Jerry is preceded in death by his parents; brothers, Howard and Bernie; sisters, Della
Shepard and Peggie Gill. He is survived by loving wife, Joy; sons, James and Steven;
daughter, Cathy; grandchildren, Maggie (Leor) Manelis, Lindsay and Hayley Goldstein,
Alex Bratter; great- grandchildren, Noa and Shira Manelis; brother, Ben (Carol) Bratter;
sister- in- law, Patti Bratter and many special nieces and nephews. Funeral service
THURSDAY, 2:00pm, TEMPLE ISRAEL, 2323 Fremont Ave S., Minneapolis. Memorials
preferred to the Gerald & Joy Bratter Family Fund @ Sholom Foundation, 3610 Phillips
Pkwy, St. Louis Park, MN 55426; Gerald & Joy Bratter Phil. Fund @ Jewish Community
Foundation, 13100 Wayzata Blvd., #200, Mtka, MN 55305; or Temple Israel. Shiva: Oak
Ridge Country Club, 700 Oak Ridge Rd., Hopkins (Thursday, 7:00pm)
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Comments

“

Dear Joy, Cathy, Jimmy, Steve and family,
I'm so very sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. Please know that our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this most difficult time, as are those of everyone's lives you've
touched over the years. May peace and comfort surround you all.
Tony Connoly and the entire Coleman Connoly family.

M. Anthony Connolly - September 13, 2017 at 02:03 PM

“

Dear Joy and family, I heard yesterday of Jerry's passing and I am so sorry and send
all of you my love. Jerry was so welcoming whenever we saw each other through
many years. He treated me with great respect and was always so interested in my
career and life. My thoughts are with all of you today and always......With all of my
love, Susie (Goldstein) Lewis

Susan Lewis - September 09, 2017 at 08:55 AM

“

Dear Joy:
We are truly saddened by Jerry's passing. We have wonderful memories of the times
we have spent together.
Maddie and Tom

Tom Lobel - September 08, 2017 at 04:42 PM

“

Cathy,
A parent's death folds in a wing we rode as if forever.
Ben Shank

Ben Shank - September 08, 2017 at 08:21 AM

“

Dear Cathy, Joy and family,
I am so sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. What a wonderful man, and doting husband
and father. May your sweet memories comfort you always.
Love,
Susan Pinkus

Susan Pinkus - September 07, 2017 at 04:43 PM

“

For the past 20-25 years, Marcia and I have enjoyed Joy and Jerry's company
several times each winter as they came to the California desert to escape
Minnesota's cold. How we will miss Jerry's kind and thoughtful insights, his
stimulating and perceptive conversation, and his steadfast friendship. The world is
poorer for his loss. As we say in California's second language, "Adios, mi amigo."
Roy M. Pitkin, La Quinta, CA

Roy M Pitkin - September 07, 2017 at 02:45 PM

“

Cathy,
I am so sorry to learn of your father's passing. My thoughts are with your during this
difficult time.
Geri Serber Sweet

Geri Serber Sweet - September 06, 2017 at 11:13 PM

“

Dear Joy, We were deeply saddened to learn of Jerry's passing. He was a very
special man, a pleasure to be with and we will really miss him. We send heartfelt
condolences to you and your family and please know that our thoughts are with you
at this sad rime. Fondly, Lois and George

Lois and George Fine - September 06, 2017 at 10:21 PM

“

I worked for Jerry as his stock trader. He was one of the most brilliant people I ever knew
Michael J Weiner
michael weiner - September 08, 2017 at 10:29 PM

“

Dear Joy and Family:
We are so sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. We so much enjoyed his kindness and
friendship over the past 30 years. What a wonderful man. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you all.
Bruce & Shauna Hoffarber & Family

Bruce L Hoffarber - September 06, 2017 at 09:49 PM

“

Dear Joy and Family-My heart is so sad for all of you and all of us who loved
Jerry.We had so many good times together and Allen and I both relied on Jerry's
financial acumen.Joy, you have been there for me through thick and thin and I hope I
can return the favor if you need me. All my love, Ruth

ruth aaron - September 06, 2017 at 08:26 PM

“

Dear Jim, most sincere condolences from my heart to yours.
Jeannie ZaiKaner

jeannie zaikaner - September 06, 2017 at 06:55 PM

“

Dear Cathy and family,
I'm so sorry to see this. What an interesting life your father led! I know you will miss
him dearly. Thinking of you at this sad time.

Valerie Golden - September 06, 2017 at 06:21 PM

“

Bratter Family:
I wish you all the best of love and comfort in this time of sadness. I remember many
memories since I was a child living near your Family most of my early childhood on Mount
Curve a block down on the same side from your home. I met Steven when I was 3 in the
Temple Parking lot!
I've been directly and indirectly involved and a friend of the family since Avery early age.
The Bratter family was very kind and helped me out in many ways since I was very young. I
remember visits to the house in Minnetonka and Palm Springs always feeling welcome.
Gerald was a great man whom I've learned many things through Steven and James as far
as advice he gave hrough the years and more. My own Father died when I was 25 at 63
and others Fathers played rolls in my life as well as people such as Gerald directly or
indirectly. He raised a family of great children of whom I care for and have been friends with
since I can remember. Cathy is a very kind special person as her Mother Joy fits her name
and welcomed me every time I saw her and if I do see her. This is a very special Family of
whom I would like to share my Condolences to and for and G-D Bless you in this time of
grief.
All my love and best wishes to you all,
Ross Hanover Berke
Ross Hanover Berke - September 07, 2017 at 05:34 AM

“

Dear Joy and Family. We send you our sincere sympathies from Michigan and
California.
Please know that our memories are precious and he will always be in our hearts.
Lynn and Paul Malchick and Sandy Malchick Fine..

Sandy Malchick Fine - September 06, 2017 at 03:01 PM

“

SO SORRY TO HEAR THIS! Sandy Okinow

Sandra Okinow - September 06, 2017 at 02:46 PM

“

Dear Cathy and Family,
I remember so fondly how your dad would give me a great smile each time we met.
He was extremely kind to me and my kids. My heart is so sad with you today. Take
care of each other.
With lots of love,
Margie Nadler

marjorie nadler - September 06, 2017 at 02:29 PM

“

Cathy
I'm so sorry for your loss
Amy Silvermann

amy Silvermann - September 06, 2017 at 02:02 PM

