Gerald Herbert Friedell
July 30, 1924 - May 21, 2016

Friedell, Gerald Herbert 91, of St. Louis Park, MN passed away peacefully on May 21,
2016. Gerry was born July 30, 1924 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He was predeceased by
his parents, Dr. Aaron Friedell and Naomi(Emma) Friedell, and his wife, Sally Friedell.
Gerry is survived by his brother, Gilbert Friedell (Janet); three children, Steve Friedell
(Suzi), Roger Friedell (Lynn Argetsinger), Carol Friedell; six grandchildren, Kati
Martinez(Jeff), Niki Fox(Brian), Kyra Friedell, Seth Friedell, Sarah Whitesel and Aaron
Whitesel.
Gerry attended University High School and was quarterback of the football team, editor of
the school paper and class president. He attended the University of Minnesota as an
undergraduate and for Law School. He met Sally while at the university, and they were
married June 29, 1947 in Topeka, Kansas. The War Manpower Commission assigned him
to go to dental school. After a year he changed course and applied to medical school. He
then realized his true passion was law and was accepted to the University of Minnesota
Law School. In 1953 he got a job with Hall, Smith and Hedland and then went on to work
at his own firm Moses, Friedell, Sharer and Salomon for 25 years. During these years he
served on the board of the U of MN Senate Committee and Intercollegiate Athletics
Committee. For which he was given an Alumni Service Award in 1954. He had an
enduring and deep commitment to the University of MN that he never forgot. In 1960 he
was president of the Red Cross of Mpls. He served as president of Temple Israel’s Men’s
Club and was one of the founders of the Temple’s Camp Teko. He served on the board of
directors of the MS Society during the 70s’. In 1978 he was chairman of the board of the
State Banks of Aitkin, Edgerton and Eden Prairie. In 1978 he joined Larkin, Hoffman, Daly
and Lindgren where he practiced banking/corporate law until his 90th year. From the
1980’s to 1996 he also served as the chairman of a small banking group. In 1989 Gerry
started the “Frescos for Assisi” in Assisi Italy with fresco artist Mark Balma.
Gerry loved being a lawyer but he also loved to play. He was an avid skier, tennis player
boater, traveler and voracious reader. He traveled the world with Sally and was fortunate
to meet some very interesting people, including Pope John Paul and Warren Buffett.
Thanks to daughter, Carol, for making it possible for Gerry to remain independent in his
last years. Services will be held Sunday June 26, 2016, at 11am Temple Israel, 2324

Emerson Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405
Donations preferred to the Temple Israel Camp Teko or.Gerald and Sally Law School
Scholarship Fund, c/o U of M Foundation, 200 Oak Street, Suite 500, Mpls, MN 55455.
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Temple Israel
2323 Fremont Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN, US, 55405

Comments

“

I just returned to MN to visit family and was looking forward to seeing Gerry, only to
find I had missed that opportunity. Nonetheless, we had many engaging
conversations. In each one, Gerry made me feel capable, worthy, intelligent, and
respected. I believe it was his open mind, genuine interest, and personal kindness
that allowed him to reflect so positively upon the people he met and nurtured.
While I'm sorry I'll see him only in memory now, I peacefully acknowledge his full,
active, and enthusiastic life!
My best to Steve, Roger, and Carol.
jim chandler (jim@chandlercraft.com)

James Chandler - May 26, 2017 at 09:24 AM

“

Gerry was an incredibly positive force of life who worked hard to help others achieve
success and balance. He will be missed in so many ways. Condolences to the entire
Friedell family.

David H. Sherman - May 30, 2016 at 03:52 PM

“

My condolences to your family Sally and Gerry were old friends ski buddies traveling
together sharing boating experiences and a love of food and family togetherness !
He will be remembered in his bow tie and erudite demeanor kind yet firm ! Marja
Engler

marja engler - May 25, 2016 at 06:56 AM

“

A very kind and generous man. He took me under his wing 30 years ago when I first
started at Larkin Hoffman.

Kathleen Newman - May 24, 2016 at 02:56 PM

“

There will never be another Gerry Friedell, mentor to me and dozens of other lawyers
at Larkin Hoffman. We shared a love of travel and even stayed at the same hotel, La
Rezedenza, in Rome. A remarkable force for ethical lawyering, positive thinking and
not sweating the small stuff. Rest in Peace Gerry.

Ken Corey-Edstrom

Kenneth Corey-Edstrom - May 24, 2016 at 02:12 PM

“

Dear Carol,
I am so sorry to hear about your father. I remember him being so smart, fun, funny,
lively, curious, and interesting whenever I had the good fortune to see him. I hope
your great memories of him help you get through this time. He was very lucky to
have you by his side at the end, and to have had a daughter who was so loving and
devoted, period. Please extend my sympathies to your family. Valerie Golden

valerie golden - May 24, 2016 at 01:53 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Gerald Herbert Friedell

Carolyn Abramson - May 24, 2016 at 12:16 PM

