Fred Pritzker
August 18, 1950 - January 10, 2022

Fred Pritzker,a lifelong resident of St. Paul and world traveler, age 71, died on January 10,
2022. He is survived by his wife, Renee Beloy Pritzker; and his adoring children, Jacob
Pritzker and Sarah Pritzker; as well as his beloved brothers, Marc Pritzker (Sandra
Stowell) and Tom Pritzker (Joanne Sunquist); step-sisters, Connie Lundeen (Bob), Sandra
Rubenstein, and Nancy Madson (John); and many beloved nephews and nieces. Fred
approached death as he did everything in life, with a passion to know its meaning and
significance through research and contemplation. He countered fear of what lay ahead
after life through intellectual preparation. He warned his family not to remark that he led a
valiant fight, yet touched many people with his strength, courage, and insight in his final
two and one-half years. He made sure that family and friends were well-aware of their
value and strength to him and to the world on his passing. His focus was on their import
and value, not his own demise. In high school, Fred’s mother received a call indicating he
was most likely to succeed in his graduating class. The call was followed a short time later
by a second call indicating a mistake had been made, and the award was “did the most for
his high school.” In some sense he set out to prove them all wrong. He attended the
University of Minnesota Law School, worked briefly for the Attorney General’s office, and
practiced at several prestigious law firms until deciding to set his own course. He practiced
law for over 40 years, was a nationally known legal expert in foodborne illness, and was
one of the first to recognize this emerging area of law. He also specialized in explosion
and fire litigation as well as catastrophic injury cases. His interests in litigation went far
beyond law. He was respected by experts for his mastery of the nuanced scientific issues
in this type of litigation. But most of all, his focus was always on the clients and their
families. He kept in contact with many long after their cases concluded. His greatest gift
was learning the stories of the people around him, whether it be a client, a friend, or a
stranger. He had a rare ability to draw people out, without judgement; contemplate their
stories, and share in their joys and hardships. He was a great listener and, with age and
experience, became an important friend and mentor to many. Fred was a generous spirit,
often reading of some hardship in the news and reaching out to use his legal talents or
connections to bring solace to those in need. He never boasted of these kind deeds. Very
few beyond his immediate family knew of such efforts. He was blessed with an athletic

soul and wanted to be remembered for his passion for running in his younger years, and,
in later life, his love of cycling, which he shared with his daughter Sarah. A great mind was
lost with Fred’s passing. He was a lifelong learner, interested in art, science, philosophy,
music, world history, politics, and literature. Whatever topic was raised, he could add
depth and nuance to an understanding of the issues. He gave much to the world, gained
much and often struggled with whether he gave enough back. He will be missed for the
way he would personally shoulder the problems and challenges of loved ones or clients,
for his generous nature, his quick wit, and for his fierce love of his family and friends. He
was always guided by the principle that what ought to be done shall be done. Nowhere
was this more apparent than his advocacy for people with disabilities, in particular his
efforts focused on making a better world for his son, Jacob. He helped break barriers for
people with disabilities, served as the president of the national Angelman Foundation, and
continued to serve on the scientific committee, often reaching out to researchers to follow
needed areas of study. The family requests those wishing to express sympathy consider a
donation to The Jacob Pritzker Fellowship Program angelman.org/jacobpritzker. To keep
Fred’s friends and family safe in the times of COVID, the in-person memorial service will
be for immediate family only. It will be held on Friday January 14, 2022 at 11:00 AM.
Those wishing to be present will be welcomed virtually. To receive the link, send an email
to zoom1@hodroffepstein.com. A celebration of Fred’s life and legacy will be held next
summer.

Comments

“

Fred was truly one of the good guys. I first met Fred when my son David & his son
Jacob were in kindergarten together. Not only was he a great lawyer always fighting
for justice, but more importantly was a caring father and husband. Jay Benanav

Jay Benanav - January 17 at 07:19 PM

“

Bonnie Bookspan lit a candle in memory of Fred Pritzker

Bonnie Bookspan - January 15 at 11:22 PM

“

Condolences to your family.

Robin Doroshow - January 15 at 03:50 PM

“

Dear family of Fred: I only met Fred on one occasion which I can remember very
well. I was an Obstetrician/Gynecologist for my profession and he asked to come to
my office in order to pick my brain on a subject I can't remember. Just before he
arrived I began having pain in my right side of my abdomen. I told him I needed to
cancel and postpone the meeting because I thought I had a kidney stone moving in
my urinary tract. How true it was!! He was a true gentleman. I also knew Mark
through medical circles. As an aside my in-laws Max and Helen Winter were close
friends with Jeanne and Larry Siverman who were your aunt and uncle. Jeanne
always spoke so highly of your family and was very proud of the accomplishments. It
is a small world. Our condolences to your entire family.
Dr. Robert Diamond and Susan Winter Diamond

Robert Diamond - January 15 at 01:49 PM

“

We are deeply so sorry of the loss of our friend Fred Pritzker.
I learned Fred during a very difficult time in my life. 2014 was when I lost my son
Abdullahi and while I was in the Hospital with him I spoke to several attorneys who
answered my legal questions and after I met and interviewed with 9 Lawyers looking
into my case. One of them Fred who looked straight in my eyes and said “Ali, I will
help you as much I can” which grew hope in me knowing I’m being supported by
honest people. After he won my son’s case and awarded my family with a huge
amount of money he took me into his private office and said “Ali, you’re going to
recieve money that can change your family’s life now. I want to tell you advice that I
always tell my clients. Money is like an injection. Using it selfishly and irresponsibly
can cause family issues and lead to bad habits. When it’s all used up you’ll only have
yourself to blame. When you don’t have experience about money and how to
manage it it can become a Lethal injection. Likewise, proper management can lead
to effective sustenance that would allow your family to maintain wealth, like a doctors
injection that preserves health.” Ill never forget those words which helped me to this
day. Fred’s honest words helped my family into maintaining our wealth.

Ali Warsame - January 14 at 06:20 PM

“

We are deeply so sorry of the loss of our friend Fred Pritzker.
I learned Fred during a very difficult time in my life. 2014 was when I lost my son
Abdullahi and while I was in the Hospital with him I spoke to several attorneys who
answered my legal questions and after I met and interviewed with 9 Lawyers looking
into my case. One of them Fred who looked straight in my eyes and said “Ali, I will
help you as much I can” which grew hope in me knowing I’m being supported by
honest people. After he won my son’s case and awarded my family with a huge
amount of money he took me into his private office and said “Ali, you’re going to
recieve money that can change your family’s life now. I want to tell you advice that I
always tell my clients. Money is like an injection. Using it selfishly and irresponsibly
can cause family issues and lead to bad habits. When it’s all used up you’ll only have
yourself to blame. When you don’t have experience about money and how to
manage it it can become a Lethal injection. Likewise, proper management can lead
to effective sustenance that would allow your family to maintain wealth, like a doctors
injection that preserves health.” Ill never forget those words which helped me to this
day. Fred’s honest words helped my family into maintaining our wealth.

Ali Warsame - January 14 at 06:16 PM

“

My heart goes out to you Renee, Sarah, Jake and the rest of your family. I often
reflect on Jake and your family and all that you taught me. Your story, our connection
(brief but powerful) fuels my work everyday. You all made me a better teacher and
professional. I am in awe of all Fred and your family have done, mostly that you have
made the world better, kinder and smarter.
Thank you and I hope you feel all the love that people are sending.

sue benolken - January 14 at 04:32 PM

“

Fred was my life-long friend beginning in our childhoods when we were as close as
brothers. I was blessed with his friendship throughout my life. Fred and I created so
many memories that are even more precious to me now with his unfortunate passing.
I regret not telling him that when I had the chance, but it's important that everyone
knows - especially his family. Rest in peace me dear friend.
Bruce Specktor

Bruce Specktor - January 14 at 02:11 PM

“

Knowing and learning from Fred has been one of the most valuable blessings of my
life.

Ray Trueblood-Konz - January 14 at 01:49 PM

“

Renee,
My heart is with you in this process of loss. Fred was a remarkable man. We were all
lucky to have had time to hear his laughter and learn from his unique insight.
Deb Smith

Deborah Smith - January 14 at 09:08 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. I knew Fred nearly 60 years and appreciated his
intellectual curiosity, his generosity, and when we crossed paths professionally his
professionalism. He was a valuable voice on the board of the ACLU-MN Foundation,
whose wise counsel is sorely missed.

Bill Pentelovitch - January 12 at 09:10 PM

“

I am so very sorry, and I am so sad. I remember our days at the MSS law firm. We
were not only partners but friends. I could go into Fred’s office anytime any day, and
he would be gracious and fun. He was not only a wonderful friend but a wonderful
attorney—so smart and so good. Even though I have not seen Fred for a while, I
know he would always be there for me if I ever needed him, be it for good advice and
for just willing to listen. It is a great loss for his family, his friends, and the entire
community.

Marty Swaden - January 12 at 06:59 PM

“

Dear Mark, Tom and all Fred's family,
I I am so sorry to hear of Fred's passing. I knew him from kindergarten at Highland
Park Elementary and true high school. I contacted him after seeing an article in the
Saint Paul Pioneer press about issues with neighbors.
I remember his brilliant brain and kind, gentle personality. He will be missed by many.
May his memory be a blessing.
Janie Braufman

janie Braufman - January 12 at 05:31 PM

“

Marcy Cohn Shink lit a candle in memory of Fred Pritzker

Marcy Cohn Shink - January 12 at 04:21 PM

