Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher
November 28, 1941 - December 1, 2018

Elissa "Lisa" Joy Heilicher, age 77 of Minneapolis, passed away unexpectedly, yet
peacefully, Saturday, December 1, 2018.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Amos and Celia and brother, Ira Heilicher. She
is survived by her loving children, Marty (Tara) Kloner and Debra (Byron) Wieberdink and
grandsons, Andrew (Samantha), Colin, Elijah, Dylan, Jackson; nieces, Melissa (Jason)
Goeltz, Hannah Heilicher. Funeral services will be held at BETH EL SYNAGOGUE, 5225
Barry St. W., St. Louis Park, 10:00 AM, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2108. Memorials
preferred to Jewish Family & Children's Service or donor's favorite charity. SHIVA: Beth El
Synagogue Tuesday and Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Purple, her favorite color, is encouraged
to help celebrate our queen. Lisa was born in North Minneapolis on November 28th, 1941.
She graduated from North High and attended the University of Minnesota. Numerous
organizations benefited from her amazing talents and passion for helping. B’nai Brith,
Talmud Torah of Minneapolis, Jewish Family & Children's Service Foundation, Mt. Sinai
Hospital Auxiliary, STEP, Herzl Camp, City of Golden Valley Human Services Board,
Minneapolis Jewish Federation, Israeli Scouts, Minneapolis JCC, North High Alumni,
Hillel, Chabad, JNF, Sholom Home Auxiliary and J-Pride are just some of the benefiting
non-profits. Elissa received several distinguished awards for her service and was known
as a Woman of Valor. Always described as a strong and giving woman, she knew how to
take charge, ignore boundaries to get a job done and never apologize for her passions.
This community will be forever changed by what she accomplished in her 77 years with
her time, energy and financial support. Many people learned to give to others and the
importance of being a responsible member of their community from her. She had a lust for
life and improving the lives of others was inspirational and untiring. Her legacy will be farreaching and demonstrates her deep love and commitment to her family and friends. She
will be deeply missed and remembered with love.
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Comments

“

I was so sorry to hear about Lisa. My deepest condolences to the family. She was a
sweet person who will be very much remembered. May the Holy One grant you
comfort and peace now and during the difficult days ahead. Loving thoughts and
prayers of peace are with you.

Sharon Allen - December 10 at 09:00 AM

“

My sympathy goes out to the family. I was shocked to hear of Lisa’s passing.
May her kind and giving soul Rest In Peace.
Sandy Aaron

Sandy Aaron - December 04 at 06:03 PM

“

I first met Lisa in Feb of 2017 on one of the coldest nights where she had to brave
not only the frigid temperature, but inconvenient street parking and long lines outside. For what? For a North High boys' basketball game. As a Jew (but not from
MN) who was involved with the team and also with efforts to reconnect Jews to North
High and North Mpls, Lisa's name kept coming up. A mutual friend Cary Shaich had
invited Lisa to the game and go out afterwards with Northside Jews including
Marshall Tanick and with some current Northsiders. Knowing she was up there in age
and had not long before already dealt with cancer, I couldn't imagine she would take
on all the adverse elements and I couldn't believe it when she walked in the packed
to the rafters gym. I'm from the south side of Chicago and we would call someone
like Lisa a tough broad. She played a pivotal role in scaling up an initiative called
Athleadership that was pioneered by the Polars of her beloved North High, which has
almost tripled in size since it's 2016 inception. I'm sure she has furthered many
important causes, and no doubt ruffled a few feathers along the way! Minnesota has
lost a true firebrand.
Jane Barrash

Jane Barrash - December 04 at 08:56 AM

“

Dearest Debbie and Marty,
From my heart to your hearts. Your Mom was an outstanding woman whose love and
compassion touched everyone she knew..and beyond. May you find strength and
love to get you through the days and years ahead.
Fondly,
Carolyn Abramson

Carolyn Abramson - December 03 at 07:46 PM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Carolyn Abramson - December 03 at 07:39 PM

“

Lisa was a powerhouse who got things done! She was a pillar in the community and
she will be missed.
Our thoughts and deepest sympathies to her family.
Barry and Midge Frailich

Midge Frailich - December 03 at 06:20 PM

“

Lisa was a friend since first grade. She was kind, generous and very gracious. She
will truly be missed . Nettie Nabedrick
My sincere condolences to her family.

nettie Nabedrick - December 03 at 04:07 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Lisa. She was someone that
personified life itself. All of my encounters with her were full of life. I was always
awed by her sense of responsibility to the Jewish community. Lisa was a true
example of selfless giving to the community. Nothing was too hard for her. This is a
tremendous loss to all of us.
Chana Shagalow

Chana Shagalow - December 03 at 03:26 PM

“

Dear Marty and Debbie,
I previously have been trying to send you the below message on Facebook, I am not
very good with this electronic stuff and I think it might have been sent before I wanted
it to go. Anne and I are currently in Florida, returning home Dec. 18th. We are so
very saddened to hear the bad news. We were so very very lucky to have had your
mom as a neighbor, a friend, and to see the two of you growing up. As of late, when I
would see Lisa and ask her how she was doing, she never complained. I always told
her that if there was anything she ever needed or wanted us to do for her to just call
us, even in the middle of the night. She would just smile and say thank you. The
world is a better place because of her and her contributions to the community. There
is no one who was better at getting things done than your mother. We will miss her,
but neither we nor the entire community will ever forget her. God give you strength to
get through this difficult time.
Phil and Anne Tenenbaum

Philip Tenenbaum - December 03 at 12:31 PM

“

Oh Deb,
Your Mom fills the memories of my childhood and young adulthood. I could never
pick just one, to share. Her strength, commitment, ability, to accomplish anything that
needed to get done. And most of all her desire to share and teach that to all of us,
the friends, you and Marty brought to her home. My prayers, love, hugs and kisses to
all of you!
Jacquie Storch

Jacquie Storch - December 03 at 10:22 AM

“

Sorry to hear about the loss of Lisa! She was truly a wonderful,amazing lady!! She
had such a great sense of humor and a love of community!! Lisa will be missed, but
never forgotten by all that had the pleasure to know her!!!
Love Dave and Naomi!

Dave and Naomi Rossman - December 03 at 08:21 AM

“

How surprised to see dearest Lisa on the elevator at Sholom then how SHOCKED to
learn of her death the very next day. She will be remembered forever in my heart for
ALL she has done for me, taking time outta her extremely busy life to transport me
whenever and whatever I needed or wanted. She'll be greatly missed. My sincerest
condolences and SYMPATHIES to Lisa's entire family. Whatta big footprint she left.

Rest in peace my dear friend.

Peggy Kane - December 03 at 07:54 AM

“

Sandra Covin lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Sandra Covin - December 03 at 07:42 AM

“

Andrea Brink lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Andrea Brink - December 03 at 12:40 AM

“

TO OUR DEAR LISA’S FAMILY,
THERE ARE NO WORDS TO TELL THE ENTIRE FAMILY HOW HEARTFELT WE
FEEL FOR YOUR LOSS. SHE WAS AN OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY LEADER
AND A FABULOUS MOM, GRAMMY AND FRIEND
May she RIP
SHUSSIE & ALLEN

SHUSSIE AND ALLEN ?? - December 02 at 08:26 PM

“

SHUSSIE AND ALLEN ?? lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

SHUSSIE AND ALLEN ?? - December 02 at 08:17 PM

“

deepest condolences.
nancy malmon

nancy malmon - December 02 at 07:02 PM

“

Heidi Gilbert lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Heidi Gilbert - December 02 at 05:06 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear this sad news. I always enjoyed working with Lisa on
projects within the community. We will miss the funeral and shiva as we are out of
the country but you are all in our thoughts and prayers. May her memory be for a
blessing.
With sympathy,
Tina, Ivan, Adam and Mia

Tina Rafowitz - December 02 at 04:04 PM

“

Through all the years of working with Lisa on B’nai B’rith or on behalf of many
organizations, she always was true to the ideals of her parents to support those who
needed it. She handled anything that was placed in her way in a manner that would
gain the respect of all. I learned much from her in those years, as I am sure others

did as well. She will be missed! We send our deepest condolences to her entire
family. May her memory be for a blessing!
Barry & Cheryl Divine.
Barry Divine - December 02 at 04:01 PM

“

We are sadden by this loss. Lisa, the one who always said "I will get this done," Lisa,
no job too small or too large." Lisa will be missed by many. Our community is better
today because of her. She will be missed, but never forgotten. Our thoughts are with
all of the family. Nancy and Steven Schachtman

Steven and Nancy Schachtman - December 02 at 03:29 PM

“

Susan Friedman lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Susan Friedman - December 02 at 03:19 PM

“

She continued in the philanthropic avenue her father started and left wonderful legacies in
the community...Shirley Rosenblum
Shirley Rosenblum - December 03 at 09:10 AM

“

So sorry to hear this news. We were Herzl camp buddies many years ago. Our
sympathies to her family

corky hartman einzig - December 02 at 02:01 PM

“

Lisa's capacity for leadership and contributions to our community will be admired and
remembered for many years. She was a dynamo and always approached people
with a positive attitude. Lisa worked hard for the causes she believed in and did the
jobs others preferred not to do. We always enjoyed her company. She will be greatly
missed!!!
diane and louie goldenberg

diane and louis goldenberg - December 02 at 01:33 PM

“

My condolences to all Elisa Joys children and grandchildren.
Too young to leave us. Cousin Sheila Corwin

shelila corwin. - December 02 at 01:04 PM

“

Natalie Fischman lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Natalie Fischman - December 02 at 12:54 PM

“

Jon Harris lit a candle in memory of Elissa "Lisa" Heilicher

Jon Harris - December 02 at 12:51 PM

