Eileen Garelick
July 11, 1924 - June 9, 2020

Eileen Garelick, Beloved and loving Wife, Mom, Grandma and Aunt. Eileen passed away
peacefully at home on June 9th just one month shy of her 96th birthday. Preceded in
death by parents, Anne and Jack Fremland; husband, Joe of 63 years; son, Johnny;
sister, Rita Serlin; and daughter-in-law, Lori Fink Garelick. Survived by sons, David
(Sharon), Rick (Cinda); and granddaughters, Sonja (Bryan) and Nicole (Greg). Devoted to
her cherished family, friends and community, Eileen was a past President of the local
Hadassah chapter and past President of the Temple of Aaron Sisterhood. She was a
walking encyclopedia of family and community connections and histories. If Eileen cared
for you, you felt it, and your children and grandchildren felt it too. Ever young at heart, her
love for children was reflected when young kids asked her to dance at special events. She
loved dancing, swing era music, plays, movies and the Minnesota Twins. Hummingbirds
and flowers thrilled her. Eileen knew more recipes than most cookbook authors; her
consummate cooking and baking skills were renowned. She set a beautiful table and
hosted an open, warm and welcoming home. She had a quick sense of humor, superb
taste and style. Always active and independent, Eileen managed every detail of her
household, drove until recently and traveled to New York City and Mexico City these past
few years for festive occasions. A force of nature who loved life, Eileen inspired many and
will be missed enormously. A private service has already been held. Memorials are
preferred to Sholom Home East. A celebration of Eileen’s life will be held when health
conditions permit.

Comments

“

My sincerest condolences to the entire Garelick families - especially to my former
friend and work associate David and his Sharon. Saw your mom's obituary and
knowing how close you were to your mom, know this is a big loss. May her memory
be for a blessing.
Remember all the good times. Hugs, Edie Naiman

Edie Naiman - June 22 at 12:53 AM

“

’m so sorry to hear about the loss of your my dear cousin Eileen; a true pillar of the
community. She was always so special to my family and her house was always warm
and open, a wonderful hostess and better cook. Some of my favorite recipes to this
day came from her kitchen!
I know how truly special she was, and she loved Joy and Jonah from the moment
she met them and they felt it too. From the receptions after the High Holidays on
Woodlawn to playing with George in the basement with the bear skin rug, I
remember it all so fondly. She lived every day as she wanted and more power to her
for that. Even now it was on her terms, at home, with everyone around her. All that
was missing at that point was Bernie Raskas. A true icon and force of nature, one
that will always be loved and remembered with a huge smile, you felt her love and it
was infectious. She will truly be loved and missed forever.
David Schumeister

david - June 16 at 04:50 PM

“

No words.

Steven Greenberg - June 16 at 02:13 PM

“

My condolences to the family of Eileen, a revered, lovely lady. She brightened my
day whenever I had the pleasure of seeing her. She almost always reminded me that
she baby sat me, to which I almost always replied that I didn't blame her for the way I
turned out. Very sad. Howard Stacker

Howard Stacker - June 16 at 01:37 PM

“

I am genuinely sorry for your kids if your mother Ricky and all of your family.

Leslie Bonk - June 15 at 10:39 PM

“

David and Rick, Jamie, Bobby and I are at a loss. She has meant so much to our
family over the years. She and Ruth and the families had such a special bond for
many many years. We will are so sad and know her memories will be blessing with
so many. Love to you and your families.
Donna , Jamie, and Bobby Tilsner

Donna Tilsner - June 14 at 10:08 PM

“

Condolences to EILEEN'S Entire Family MAY she REST in PEACE and be a
BLESSING to You ALL.

Peggy Kane - June 14 at 06:49 PM

“

MY SINCEREST SYMPATHIES TO EILEEN'S ENTIRE FAMILY MAY SHE REST IN
PEACE AND HER MEMORIES BE A BLESSING FOR ALL OF THEM. SHE WAS
QUITE THE BALLEBOOSTE.

Peggy Kane - June 13 at 11:15 PM

“

I’m Loving Memory of a Special Lady ! I shall treasure my last visit with her on her
balcony ! Rest In Peace ...,

Scott Goldberg - June 13 at 07:02 PM

“

Very Sorry to hear the Sad News about your Mom. Remembering the Good Times.
She will be Truly Missed.

Jeffrey Winston - June 13 at 11:51 AM

“

A fun happy lady will be missed

Howard Goldman - June 13 at 04:53 AM

“

She was one of a kind! I remember the beautiful open house after Rosh Hashanah
services. We are sending our love and condolences to all of you.

Sherry Fredkove - June 12 at 06:59 PM

“

I will miss all our shared anecdotes, jokes, smiles, hugs, kisses, tears, experiences,
advice, laughter . . . Eileen was definitely an original in every sense of the word. She
exemplified an Ayshet Chayil --a Woman of Valor. I will miss her until I see her again.
May her beautiful memory always be for a blessing.

LINDA J EISENSTADT - June 12 at 06:17 PM

“

Rick & Cinda, David & Sharon, Sonja and Nicole:
It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to such a wonderful lady. Whenever she
saw me at Temple, she always felt the need to pinch my cheek like a lot of my Aunts.
We always greeted each other with a smile and kind words. She lived a full life and to
see her and Joe together was always a pleasure for me and my family. I will miss the
smile and good wishes as my leadership role changes at Temple of Aaron. They
were cornerstones at the Temple for a lot of years.
I'm especially bummed in not being able to hear all of the accolades she deserved at
a funeral service, and I look forward to a gathering in the future to memorialize her.
May her memory always be for a blessing, as it is also with Joe.
May God comfort you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
Barry & Cheryl Divine

Barry Divine - June 12 at 05:38 PM

“

Barry Divine lit a candle in memory of Eileen Garelick

Barry Divine - June 12 at 05:28 PM

“

She was such a wonderful, friendly presence. She will be greatly missed. Our
deepest condolences. Wendy and Steve Baldinger

Wendy Badinger - June 12 at 05:14 PM

“

I used to see Eileen in the Women's Health Club at the St. Paul JCC when I would
take my mom to exercise class. My mom, Eileen and Joe knew each other for years.
One of my favorite conversations with Eileen was about fashion and style.
Jody Cohen Press

Jody CohenPress - June 12 at 04:46 PM

“

Eileen is was special special lady

Lynn Goldman - June 12 at 04:30 PM

“

What a wonderful Woman! I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. Whenever I would bump
into her somewhere she would give me a big smile and say something like: "Ronnie,
how are you and Family" -- and she really was interested. I can't say enough about
her. She's definitely one the shining lights in my memories. Ron Butwin

Ron Butwin - June 12 at 02:51 PM

“

Such great memories of going to that house on Mt. Curve after Rosh Hashanah
services. All of the people and all the wonderful food. Wow! They had that beuatiful
house - as I kid I was impressed by the bear skin rug and player piano in the
basement! She was kind and loving, but strong and had quite a presence! May her
memory be for a blessing on all of us.

Wes Schochet - June 12 at 02:10 PM

“

She will be so missed. I have so many memories and fortunate that she was part of
our lives. Jody &Todd

Jody Jacklin - June 12 at 01:46 PM

“

Rick and David, my deepest condolences to you and your families on the loss of your
mom. Eileen was such a good person. She will be remembered fondly by a whole
community. May her memory be for a blessing.

Wendy Kane - June 12 at 01:22 PM

“

My cousin Eileen was an amazing woman! The lessons she taught me over the
years will stay with me always. There was nothing like a summer evening watching
the Twins game (and hearing her kvell over Max Kepler), or just sitting and hearing
stories of our family. She will truly be missed by all of us!!

Maureen Gitlin - June 12 at 01:21 PM

“

She was a very special person who will be missed! We are thinking of her and all of
you at this difficult time. Len and Susan Druskin

Susan Druskin - June 12 at 12:26 PM

“

What a beautiful soul! Sorry for your loss. May her memories only be for blessings.
Her engaging warmth will be missed

Sheila Rutman - June 12 at 12:04 PM

“

David, Rick and families. Your mother was one in a million and a role model for many
in our community. I am so sorry for your loss. Our mothers are so very, very special.
May her memory be a blessing. My thoughts are with you at this sad time.
Janie Braufman

Janie Braufman - June 12 at 11:47 AM

“

Judy Orren Guerrero lit a candle in memory of Eileen Garelick

Judy Orren Guerrero - June 12 at 11:42 AM

“

Just an exquisite lady---Many fun memories of Eileen and Aunt Lenore Greenberg
over the years---and YES!!! She sure could dance!!!
Thinking of her-and you all. She was wonderful.

Sandy Atlas - June 12 at 11:27 AM

“

Eileen was a great mentor for Hadassah. She prodded me to take on roles I would
not normally take, teach when I would rather learn, and laugh when my world was
bleak. Her smile, her laugh, her memories lit up the room.
May you all be comforted amongst the mourners of Zion, and may her memory
forever be for a blessing...just as her life was.

Susan Siegfried - June 12 at 11:26 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I remember Eileen and her friendship with Sally. Two
goofy ladies! Sending prayers to the family.
Cheryl Ravich

Cheryl P Ravich - June 12 at 11:23 AM

“

I will always remember the lessons she gave me on theJewish history of St Paul
when I would drive her to bridge club and to the store these pass few months she
was truly a gem

Janet Zylberberg - June 11 at 09:31 PM

“

Beth Ryan lit a candle in memory of Eileen Garelick

Beth Ryan - June 11 at 04:44 PM

“

Amy Hechter lit a candle in memory of Eileen Garelick

Amy Hechter - June 11 at 03:38 PM

“

David and Ricky. So sorry to hear about your loss and the entire communities loss. Bill and
Mindy Salper.
Bill Salper - June 12 at 11:53 AM

“

I am so sad to learn of Eileen’s death. She was a very special lady. I will always
remember the wonderful baking she did.
I don’t know if she told you but I saw her at the hospital a few weeks ago. I feel
blessed to have that moment with her.

Of course there is much more I could say.
My love to the whole family-JO
Joanna Volk - June 11 at 03:30 PM

