Dr. Sam Selzer
May 27, 1923 - November 5, 2011

Dr. Samuel Selzer, age 88, of Eagan, formerly of Albert Lea, MN, passed away Nov. 5,
2011. Preceded in death by his wife Esther. Survived by children, Francine (Daniel) Cross,
Andrea (Jack) Silverman, Julie (John Dziura) Selzer, and David (Ellen) Selzer;
grandchildren, Ben Cross, Abby Silverman, Ellie Silverman, and Sarah Selzer.
Born and raised in New York City (NYC), Sam proudly served in U.S. Army during WWII.
He returned to earn his bachelor’s degree at Hunter College, NYC and his master’s and
doctorate degrees in psychology at the University of Houston, Texas. He met and married
the love of his life Esther before leaving NYC. Together after graduation they moved to
Albert Lea, MN. and raised four children. Sam worked as a clinical psychologist and clinic
director for 33 years at the Mental Health Center and was professor of psychology at Lea
College for 8 years. Funeral service 11 am Tuesday, MOUNT ZION TEMPLE, 1300
Summit Ave., St. Paul. In lieu of flowers memorials are preferred to the Mount Zion
Temple’s listening library or the Sholom Home. SHIVA, 7 pm Tuesday at Sholom Home
East, 740 Kay Ave. St. Paul.
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Comments

“

Francine, Andrea, Julie, and David, What fun we had as kids, your parents included
this little Lutheran girl in everything and I learned as I went. I will miss your dad and
mourn the loss of an era in which we grew up and prospered! With both my parents
gone as well, the Park Avenue bunch is forever changed!
Randa Simpson

Randa Grinolds Simpson - November 09, 2011 at 11:26 AM

“

I so much wanted to be at the service for Sam yesterday. I thought of Sam and
Esther all day. When my family moved from Missouri to Minnesota in the early '60's
we were welcomed by a Jewish couple from New York, and the world has felt like a
smaller place ever since. The Selzer family appears in my memories very early. We
grew up together; seeing each other often, celebrating holidays, and witnessing the
true friendship of our parents. I feel blessed to have know such wonderful people.

Tom Muschler - November 09, 2011 at 06:51 AM

“

Our sympathy to all of you in your time of loss. I had the privilege of working with
both Sam and Esther while serving as the Freeborn County Administrator. More
importantly Cheryl and I had the greater privilege of being nearby neighbors on Park
Avenue. Esther made the best brisket I ever had and, of course, it was accompanied
by their congeniality. We hope that Sam was able to pass without losing his
marvelous personality. His caring for others was without parallel.

Gene & Cheryl Smith - November 08, 2011 at 10:48 PM

“

Andrea,
I had the privilege of visiting with your father one evening in my role as a Sholom
Hospice volunteer. He was in good spirits and told us (I was with another volunteer,
Miriam) many stories. He even joked that he hoped he wouldn't get in trouble for
having two women in his room! Having recently lost my own father I know what a
tender time this is, and my thoughts are with you.
Betsy (and Ian)

Betsy Ellis - November 08, 2011 at 09:45 AM

“

Sam will be missed. He was a sweet sould who always was interested in what I had
to say, whether as a child visiting with my family t Albert Lea or later after I reached
adulthood. May his memory always be a blessing and may Francine, Andrea, Julie,
David and all the Selzer family be comforted among the mourners of Zion.
Peter

Peter Gray - November 07, 2011 at 05:17 PM

“

Sam was the deep, thoughtful, drily witty patriarch of the dearest family, our friends
the Selzers. The warmth and welcome he and Esther showed to us and to everyone
in Albert Lea is unforgettable. I miss that community they provided. They made our
life better, intellectually, emotionally, socially and culturally. Good people, Sam and
Esther, and their values and fine qualities carry on in their children and
grandchildren.
With love,
Karin Winegar

Karin Winegar - November 07, 2011 at 10:22 AM

“

My heart goes out to each and every one of you. Marge and Bill Kepple and I were
reminiscing just last week, our favorite ACT plays and Fiddler on the Roof was my
favorite by miles, with Sam as Tevye the Milkman.
Blessings to you that the angels will hold you tight and keep you safe.
Love from the Kepple's.
Carol

Carol Kepple - November 07, 2011 at 10:03 AM

“

My condolences to your whole family on the loss of your father. I remember both of
your parents and how warm and welcoming they were to me when I came to visit,
back in USY days. I have a lot of great memories of all of you from those times. May
your memories of both your parents provide comfort to you all in the days and years
ahead.
With warm regards, Mary Jane

Mary Jane (Laiderman) Shapiro - November 06, 2011 at 05:00 PM

