Doris Ginsberg
April 19, 1931 - May 8, 2020

Doris Ginsberg St. Louis Park 4-19-1931 to 5-8-2020
Our beloved Mother, Grandma, Great Grandma and Caregiver to the community passed
away suddenly Friday, May 8th. She is survived by sons, David (Shannon), Gordon (Kate)
and Joel (Sara) Ginsberg; grandsons, Andrew (Anda), Todd (April), Adam, Charlie
(Caitlin), Sam and Josh Ginsberg; great grandkids, Ethan, Eli and Tirin Ginsberg and
Juliet Corona; and brothers-in-law, Seymour Ginsberg (Sandra) and Leon Ginsberg. She
was preceded in death by parents, Maida and Lou Bernstein; husband, Ted; sister, Renee
Kahn (Gene); brother-in-law, Milton Ginsberg (Marian); daughter-in-law, Cindy Ginsberg
and granddaughter-in-law, Emily Ginsberg. Mom was the glue that bound our family
together. She was the leader of an exclusive Men’s club…16 Ginsberg men (and their
families) spanning four generations. She was our stalwart, our provider, our leader and our
biggest fan and supporter. She was smart, dashing, beautiful, adventurous, tough, fair and
grounded. Mom was also very athletic and was an accomplished tennis player. As she
often reminded us “You know I was a tennis champion!” And she had the trophies to back
it up. Mom was the penultimate caregiver, serving nearly 30 years as an RN in the
Emergency Room and Mental Health units at Abbott Northwestern hospital. If Doris
Ginsberg was on your care team, at your bedside - you were in the hands of a gifted and
experienced professional. Mom may have even created the first unofficial Nurses Hotline
using our home phone on Decatur Lane to answer your questions or lend an ear no matter
the time of day or night. Mom loved her family (and friends) more than all. We were her
pride and joy. Although she enjoyed travel, her career, sports and the great outdoors, it
was our family holidays, birthdays and get togethers that brought her the most joy. Mom
used these occasions to remind us of our family history and to dispense her wisdoms both
subtly and not. She was our guardian, teacher, mentor, moral compass, voice of reason
and safe harbor when we needed shelter from our storms. We will forever remember the
dashing, skiing, tennis-playing nurse with the heart of gold, quick wit, tough love, amazing
intellect and the boundless love and compassion. She has set a standard and an example
for us to cherish and follow. She has served our family and her community - selflessly and
with amazing grace. We are so lucky that now - in our time of greatest need - we have her
example of strength, courage and love to stand on and forge ahead as we know she

would want us to. Public Zoom service Link is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85836556503
will be held Monday, May 11th at 2PM with a public Zoom (same link as service) Shiva
Monday night at 6:30. In lieu of gifts or flowers please consider a donation in Doris’ name
to the Minnesota Nurses Association (mnnurses.org 651-414-2800).
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Comments

“

On behalf of Congregation Bais Yisroel, St. Louis ParkThe congregation wishes to express condolences to the family of Doris Ginsberg,
who served as our congregational nurse during the time the JFCS supported the
program. She was a most caring, proactive caregiver. She often went beyond the call
of duty to serve our members. As the program ended, the people she visited were
saddened to see her go.
On a personal note, being that I am the administrator of Bais Yisroel, I had the
privilege of working closely with Doris and we became friends. She was an
exceptionally happy person and a joy to be around.
May her memory be for a blessing. Hamokom Yenachem Eschem B'Soch Shaar
Aveilei Tzion V'Yerushalayim" -May G-d comfort you among the mourners of Zion
and Jerusalem.
Marcie Murray, Administrator
Congregation Bais Yisroel

Marcie Murray - May 14 at 10:53 AM

“

11 files added to the album Memories Album

Shannon Ginsberg - May 11 at 08:39 PM

“

Hoping your hearts are warmed by all the caring and sharing of the wonderful stories
about Doris during her rich and engaging life. She was so proud to be Matriarch of
the
Great Ginsberg Family. I felt like I knew many of you even tho I met only a few. Doris
and I worked together as nurses on a crises intervention behavioral health unit at AN
Hospital. If you needed to know anything about prescription drugs or medical
diagnosis just ask Doris! She was a great teacher and mentor, a beautiful person.
Condolences to you all.
Bonnie Johnson

Bonnie Johnson - May 11 at 08:07 PM

“

Lovely, Bonnie! I also worked with her on that unit. Doris was unfailingly cheerful and eventempered, even in the midst of chaos. Her memory is indeed a blessing. Marylee
Hardenbergh
Marylee Hardenbergh - May 12 at 09:16 AM

“

Bonnie and Marylee,
We are always so glad to hear from our Mom’s coworkers at Abbott. It was such a huge,
important and fulfilling part of her life. The Great Ginsberg Family, while temporarily
heartbroken, take great strength and pride in the kind words of so many people from such
varying parts of Moms life. To know Mom made an impact and created lasting memories
amongst her friends, neighbors and health care professional means so much to our family.
Gordon Ginsberg - May 13 at 08:31 PM

“

Joel & Sara,
Our deepest condolences.
Pam & Jeff Litt

Pamela Litt - May 11 at 05:04 PM

“

To the family of Doris,
My heartfelt sympathy to all of you at this time of great loss, especially around
Mother's Day. I worked with Doris at Abbott Northwestern in Mental Health – I
remember her so well. Simply stated - you couldn't help but love Doris. She was
always so engaging, vivacious and kind, and had a wonderful sense of humor. She
was a very compassionate and skilled nurse, and was truly a great listener. Although
it has been a long time, I recall that she had great insights into patients - what they
were experiencing and approaches to help them. She was a joy to work with and a
very respected colleague. I think I can speak for those of us who worked with Doris in
Mental Health – we all felt the same way about her. She hosted some really nice gettogethers for current and past colleagues at their home on Minnehaha Creek. “Doris
this is so nice! You put a lot of work into this!” She would graciously say, “Oh, it was
nothing. Really. It really wasn’t!” We laughed - they were so much fun! Doris met life's
challenges in a strong and poised way. She talked about them, but not much, and
never a word of complaint. She was just being herself - simply sharing in her candid
and unassuming way what was happening in her life – and then quick to ask others
about theirs. Your tribute to her is beautiful. Indeed, she was an example for
everyone, exactly as you describe. Thank you, Doris - rest in peace.
Mary Nicol

(Station 18 / 38 at ANW)
Mary Nicol - May 11 at 04:29 PM

“

Our family sure appreciates your beautiful recollections. We are so happy to hear from you.
Her co-workers meant the world to her. We are glad you were able to share in Mom’s life.
Your stories of the creekside backyard parties are just great and bring back many
memories. Your kind words and description of our Mom describe our feelings exactly.
Thank you!!
gordon ginsberg - May 11 at 10:15 PM

“

My condolence to the entire Ginsberg Family. I new Doris my whole life. She always
made me feel special whenever I would see her. I remember growing up she would
always come up to me with a big smile, give me a hug and ask how I was doing.
When we said goodbye she would always say Jimmy your my favorite. It always
made me feel so good. It wasn't until years later as an adult that I found out that
Doris would say that to a lot of the boys that grew up with Joel and I. It just goes to
show you Doris always wanted to make everyone feel special and she certainly did
that for me. My hope is that Doris is looking down on all of us with a big smile on her
face. She will be missed by all.
Jimmy Paletz

Jim Paletz - May 11 at 04:16 PM

“

Now THAT is a life well-lived, Doris Ginsberg! I'm so sorry I didn't know you when
you tended to the planet, but it was an honor and privilege to get to know you from
your obituary and people's testimonials since you moved on to O'lam Ha'bah. You
are indeed a blessing to all those who knew you--and to those of us who didn't get
the privilege either. Thank you for gracing our Earth.
Neal Karlen

Neal Karlen - May 11 at 04:11 PM

“

Sandy Tesler Rosenbaum lit a candle in memory of Doris Ginsberg

Sandy Tesler Rosenbaum - May 11 at 03:48 PM

“

To the family of Doris,
My heartfelt sympathies to you at this time of great loss, and especially around
Mother's Day. I worked with Doris at Abbott Northwestern in Mental Health. Although
it has been years since I have seen her, I remember her so well. You couldn't help
but love Doris - she was so engaging, vivacious and witty, and she was an excellent
and very dedicated nurse! She had a couple of gatherings for us at her home on
Minnehaha Creek - they were so much fun! She did not let anything get in her way.
She took on life's challenges like a champ - she shared them, but never a word of
complaint, always just being her candid, unassuming self, and always with a dash of
humor. Your tribute to her is beautiful, and so "Doris". Indeed, she was an example
for all of us in so many ways. I will always have such fond memories of her. RIP,
Doris.
Mary Nicol
(Station 18 / 38, ANW)

Mary Nicol - May 11 at 01:04 PM

“

I was sadden to see the obituary for Doris. I have so many fond memories hanging
out on Decatur Lane. What a beautiful tribute to her life and to the legacy she leaves
behind. My sincerest condolences for your loss.
Chelle Rutstein Woolley

Chelle Rutstein Woolley - May 11 at 11:20 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Doris's family. I first met Doris at Abbott ER in the late 70's
She was a most remarkable nurse with whom I had the joy of working with for many
years. I felt I knew her family as she often shared stories. How she totally loved her
family was clear. Sending hugs and love to her family.

Marcia Edwards - May 11 at 08:55 AM

“

Thanks for your kind words. Mom had a most special place in her heart for all her coworkers at Abbott, as does our entire family. You were her second family with your own
unbreakable bonds and we were fortunate to have met many of you over the years.
Gordon Ginsberg - May 11 at 12:38 PM

“

To Doris and family. Doris was like a second mother to me she always gave Gordon
and myself safety chocolate chip cookies when we traveled. I could always tell her
my problems and she gave me advice to get through. I will miss you so much. love

David Kaufman - May 11 at 07:33 AM

“

David, Gordy, and Joel,
I'm so sorry to learn of your mother's passing. She was a wonderful woman who took
it upon herself to look out for me and my brothers after my mom passed away. May
her memory be a blessing.
Much love,
Sam

Sam Stern - May 11 at 12:04 AM

“

Doris was a little ray of sunshine when she lived at The Laurel when I was manager
there. I loved her quick wit and sense of humor. She was always so grateful for
anything we did to help her! My condolences to her family. She always was talking
about all of her boys!
Becky Severud

Becky Severud - May 10 at 06:06 PM

“

Doris was a wonderful woman. She was a good friend to my folks, Edith & Leon
Malter. I have fond memories of her and Teddy when I was growing up. Doris had a
beautiful strong spirit who touched many lives. May her memory be a blessing.

Missy Cohen Lavintman - May 10 at 05:08 PM

“

Dear David, Gordon, Joel and Sara,
I am deeply saddened to learn of your Mom’s passing. Doris was my second mother
and dear friend and I will miss her terribly. The friendship between the Ginsberg and
Tesler families has spanned more than 65 years. Perhaps Doris and Ted and Rose
and Irv are now reunited and talking about a trip to Las Vegas just like in the old
days.
I will carry many good memories of both your parents in my heart forever.
Sending my most sincere condolences to your entire family.

Sandy Tesler Rosenbaum
SANDRA ROSENBAUM - May 10 at 04:17 PM

“

Doris was a remarkable fine lady who I had the privilege to get to know when I
shared a dining room table with her at Sholom Home West. MAY SHE REST IN
PEACE.

Peggy Kane - May 09 at 10:36 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Ginsberg family. I remember the wonderful days on
Minnehaha Creek, what a nice neighborhood. Doris was a special lady, she will be
missed by many. Eva Kieffer and family

eva kieffer - May 09 at 03:56 PM

“

Our condolences to Doris’s entire family. This was a moving beautiful tribute to a
exceptional woman. We will treasure our memories of both Doris and Ted.
Sandy and Sy Ginsberg

Sy Ginsberg - May 09 at 03:08 PM

“

Great memories....

Carole Garrigos - May 09 at 01:55 PM

“

“

Thanks for the photo and wonderful memories.
gordon ginsberg - May 09 at 02:34 PM

My deepest sympathy to sons David, Gordon and Joel and their families. I have
known you all, all of my life, but your mom held a special place in my heart. She was
my moms best friend since forever, and I got to be with Doris for the birthdays and
events they shared. She was my absolute rock when my mom died in 2009, and she
called me or I called her nearly daily for years thereafter. She was my family, and
though she was like a second mom, she was the dearest of friends. Her passing is
an end of an era, and losing one of the holders of the memories of my parents, and
my lovely childhood with the Ginsberg’s. Her memory and all the fun times will
remain in my heart. She was one of a kind and I will miss her dearly.
Chicki Lasky

chicki lasky - May 09 at 01:50 PM

“

Thanks for such a wonderful note. We appreciate your heartfelt words as we continue,
every day, to learn of the things Mom did to make our world a better place. We have fond
memories of you and your Mom and Dad and can’t thank you enough for sharing.
gordon ginsberg - May 09 at 02:21 PM

“

What a lovely tribute to a beautiful woman. I am honored that I had the privilege to
know Doris. May her memory be a blessing and warm your hearts during this difficult
time.

Cathi Paletz - May 09 at 01:38 PM

“

What a sad day to learn about Doris. When we were all kids, she was one of the few
cool moms. Always wanted to know how we were doing, always offering a bite to eat,
and always fun. She will be missed. Bruce Goldstein

Bruce Goldstein - May 09 at 01:25 PM

“

Bruce, thanks so much for the kind words and remembrances. We greatly appreciate it.
gordon ginsberg - May 09 at 02:23 PM

“

We are so deeply sad for the loss of wonderful Doris, just this week I found a tennis
trophy with her name and my moms name from rolling greens.
She was such a delightful positive person in our lives.
May her memory bring you all comfort. We have so many great memories of her and
Ted, now they are all together
Carole & Ignacio Garrigos

Carole Garrigos - May 09 at 01:24 PM

“

Our condolences to the entire Ginsberg family. I remember Ted and Doris as leaders
and dedicated congregants at the B'nai Abraham Synagogue as I was growing up.
Doris always had a sweet smile and she was beautiful; inside and out. She was
proud of her family and her love for them was ever present. We are so sorry for your
loss. May your loving memories of Doris be for a blessing.
Miriam Freidson and Dale Hillman

Miriam Freidson - May 09 at 01:21 PM

