Darlene Helen Braufman
December 11, 1946 - January 31, 2020

Age 73, passed away peacefully surrounded by family on Friday, January 31, 2020.
Darlene is survived by her loving husband of 52 years, Larry; loyal brother, David Munic;
adoring daughter, Pam and son-in-law, Marc Kermisch; the love of her life and
granddaughter, Gracie Kermisch; brothers-in-law, Jerry Greenstein and Art Braufman;
sister-in-law, Sheila Braufman; and many amazing nieces, nephews, family and friends.
Darlene was born December 11, 1946 in Duluth, Minnesota to Gertie and Milton Munic.
She graduated from Duluth East High School and the University of Minnesota. Darlene
met Larry in 1965 and they married in 1967. Darlene was a bookkeeper for the first half of
her career, but really found her passion when she became a corporate concierge in 1992.
Darlene worked at Carlson Center as the Lead Concierge until 2017 and took great pride
in providing a personalized approach to her clients. She got them the best tickets to the
best shows in the Twin Cities, she brought holiday boutiques to the office and she solved
problems for her customers which, she loved every second of it. Darlene was a member
and past President of the National Concierge Association and was recognized as
Concierge of the Year. In 2017 Darlene went out on her own with Queen Darlene Tickets
and loved running her own show. She was energized and gratified by making people
happy. Darlene was a mah-jongg maven. She loved to play multiple times each week with
her friends and was delighted when she could come home with her big winnings of several
quarters. Recently Darlene added canasta to her repertoire of gaming. Darlene had a
competitive spirit, but more than anything she adored her mahj and canasta friends and
felt such a sense of belonging. She took care of everyone with warmth and
thoughtfulness. She lived her life to the fullest, never letting MS or Multiple Myeloma ever
hold her back. Darlene had a positive outlook on life and lived for experiences and
memories with her family and friends. While Darlene’s passing at this time wasn’t
expected, she gave a fierce fight and lived with grace all the way to the end. She will be
greatly missed, but the love and life she brought to the world and to her friends, family and
community has left a legacy that will continue. Special gratitude to Dr. Prashant Kapoor,
M.D. and the ICU Team at Mayo Clinic for their loving care. Funeral service, 11:00 am on
MONDAY, February 3rd at BETH EL SYNAGOGUE, 5225 Barry Street West, St. Louis
Park. Memorials preferred to Herzl Camp in memory of Darlene Braufman. SHIVA 7:00

pm Monday and Tuesday at Beth El Synagogue and 7:00 pm Wednesday and Thursday
at the Braufman residence.
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Comments

“

So very sorry and sad to hear of Darlene's struggles and her passing. She was
AMAZING! Always a smile, a story, kind word and best of all, she knew all there was
to know about the Cities Happenings and exactly where to sit. She was a treasure
and will be dearly missed. Cathy Foy

Cathy Foy - February 19 at 03:42 PM

“

Dear Larry and Pam, We are so sorry to hear of Darlene,s passing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this difficult time. I always enjoyed our sharing of our
memories of growing up in Duluth. Love Bonnie and Ron Striker

bonnie - February 09 at 06:26 PM

“

Larry and Pam,
we were shocked and saddened to here of Darlene's passing. May she rest in peace
and may her name always be for a blessing. Lory and Randy Herman

Lory Herman - February 06 at 10:24 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Darlene's passing. She was always so kind, welcoming and
inclusive. I feel like I've lost a dear aunt. Dick Schwartz

Richard Schwartz - February 05 at 01:31 PM

“

So sorry to hear. We are thinking of you and your family.
Eileen and Dave Roston

Eileen Roston - February 05 at 08:56 AM

“

so sorry to hear of darlene's passing. diane kplan

diane kaplan - February 03 at 11:02 PM

“

Joe Rubenstein lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Joe Rubenstein - February 03 at 02:06 PM

“

Larry, I am so sorry about Darlene's death. It was so nice to get to know both of you
during our Beth El trip to Savannah and Charleston. In addition, I played mahj with
Darlene on a number of occasions. She was a fabulous player! May you be
comforted by your wonderful memories.
With deep condolences, Reida Lazer-Chein

Reida Lazer-Chein - February 03 at 01:04 PM

“

We are so sad to hear of Darlene's passing. She was a smart and lovely lady, and I
so appreciated her thoughtfulness to my family throughout the years. May her
memory be a blessing to all those whose lives she touched.

Cari Rosner Jelen - February 03 at 12:35 PM

“

Lin Richman lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Lin Richman - February 03 at 01:46 AM

“

Larry,
Mike and I are thinking of you and your family at this sad time. Darlene and I go back
many years to our Duluth connection and our mother's friendship. Darlene was a
beautiful and caring person. May her memory always be for a blessing.
Jeanie Bergal Folger

Jean Folger - February 03 at 01:08 AM

“

Jeff Herstein lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Jeff Herstein - February 02 at 05:36 PM

“

Larry, Pam, Marc, Gracie:
We feel awful about Auntie Darlene's death and have heavy hearts of grief
and sadness. We won't be visiting tomorrow - but will be in spirit and watching
the Live Stream and will be in touch shortly
Darlene has been and will continue to be a great inspiration to us.
God bless you.

Love, Nephews Alan and Bob
LEVINSON ROBERT - February 02 at 04:45 PM

“

“

Thank you so much, we appreciate it.
Pam Kermisch - February 08 at 07:37 PM

Pat Blumenthal lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Pat Blumenthal - February 02 at 03:11 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Rita & Sheldon Friedman - February 02 at 01:04 PM

“

Click on each picture to see the date and event.
Rita and Sheldon Friedman - February 02 at 01:11 PM

“

“

Click on each picture to see the time and date.
Rita and Sheldon Friedman - February 02 at 01:14 PM

Larry,
I extend my heartfelt condolences to you and your family on the passing of Darlene.
Tony Kantar

Tony Kantar - February 02 at 07:23 AM

“

Barb Levie lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Barb Levie - February 02 at 12:34 AM

“

Carolyn Abramson lit a candle in memory of Darlene Helen Braufman

Carolyn Abramson - February 01 at 09:38 PM

“

Sending all my love. One of my favorite memories of Aunt Darlene was how she
decorated her home! She had the neatest decorations and I was so young and
amazed. One of a wine glass that looked like it was spilled on a couch but it was
plastic. Little things like that but still memorable. She will be missed.

cassidy williams - February 01 at 06:06 PM

“

Darlene was such a nice soul . I only knew her as one of my favorite customers that
would come in to get her and Larry’s coffee at the holiday store a couple times a
week and she was always so sweet and took such concern for me when my husband
had his own health
Issues . My deepest condolences to Larry and the rest of their family.

laynie dikel - February 01 at 05:42 PM

“

Larry,
We are so shocked and saddened to read of Darlene's passing. She always brought
so much kindness to everyone she encountered. We are thinking of you and your
entire family at this very difficult time.
Her memory will certainly always be for a blessing.
With our deepest condolences.
Bonnie and Gary Goldish

Bonnie Goldish - February 01 at 04:49 PM

“

Darlene never let our family spend a holiday alone. Every year we were with Darlene
and her family to celebrate. I have so many wonderful memories of Darlene, but one
of my favorites is being at her house when a Prince concert was announced and she
was ready to get us tickets. Larry and Pam, Darlene holds a special place in my
heart. She was like a second mom to me. I love her and and am sending you much
love and blessings.

Ilissa Nelsen - February 01 at 04:29 PM

“

So sad to hear of Darlene's passing. She was fun to get to know at Canasta, and we
all enjoyed her smile and kindness. We will all miss her. Sending love and prayers to
her family. Marilyn Giffis

Marilyn Giffis - February 01 at 04:24 PM

“

Larry,
I am so sorry for your loss. I remember Darlene from several chefs dinners and
banquets. Thoughts and prayers for your entire family. God Bless

Tommy Berg - February 01 at 03:42 PM

