Charles S. Marks
March 26, 1929 - June 7, 2020

Charles S. Marks, age 91, passed away on June 7, 2020. He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife, Racha. He is survived by his children, Michael (Margie); Jeffrey (Lori);
Elly Becker; Suzanne Marks (Ed Horowitz). He is also survived by his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, Yoni Becker (Hannah Achen); Heather (James) Grams, Alli, Charlie,
Julie and Benny; Sarah (Daniel) Kaye, Maya and Sadie; Andrea (Robert) Erlich and
Jonah; Ilana Horowitz; Deena Horowitz; Elyssa Marks and Noah Sousa; Melissa (Daniel)
McClain, Emma and Olivia.
Charles was ahead of his time by living his belief that education and equality go hand in
hand. Starting in the 1960s, he would host colleagues from other countries, giving his
children the opportunity to learn more about people in our community, and of various
cultures around the world.
Charles had a strong commitment to Jewish and secular education. What defined him as
an educator was his belief that every child, regardless of physical or emotional challenges,
can succeed. He lived the educational core value that if a child does not learn the way you
teach, then you will teach the way the child learns.
Charles and Racha enjoyed traveling and enjoyed many adventures on six of the seven
continents.
Graveside service 12:30 p.m. TUESDAY June 9th at B'NAI EMET CEMETERY, 7032
Penn Ave. So., Richfield. Funeral also accessible on Zoom; SHIVA, Tuesday, 7:00pm only
on Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting - Use the link below for both the Funeral and Shiva.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83685226980
In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to the donor’s favorite charity.
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Comments

“

I was Charles' administrative assistant all the years he worked at Temple of Aaron.
Charles was the finest educator I ever worked with. Together, we established the
"Silver Kepah" program that brought 5th graders into their pre-B'nai Mitzvah training.
He was the most innovative and creative person. Charles was soft-spoken, a total
gentleman, highly educated, and the sweetest man (next to my husband, Larry) I
have ever known. It was truly my pleasure and privilege to work for and alongside
this very special man. May his wonderful memory always be for a blessing for his
entire family.

LINDA J EISENSTADT - June 12 at 06:29 PM

“
“

How wonderful, Linda. Thank you for sharing.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 13 at 04:13 PM

Thanks, Linda. You described him perfectly.
Michael E. Marks
Michael E. Marks - June 13 at 09:19 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words. He was a wonderful man.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 13 at 11:57 PM

I was privileged to be able to view the gravesite service of my good friend Charles
and to hear all the beautiful comments from members of the family. Our friendship
goes back more than 50 years to 1969, when Charles was my mentor to succeed
him as assistant principal at Sheridan School. We became colleagues and very good
friends, as we shared the opportunity to serve Jewish Education as well as public
education for many years. Marge and I remember dinner with Charles and Racha in
Mexico, and the many family simchas together. We were pleased to be able to visit
him at The Shalom Home last year. My heart goes out to his entire family, as I mourn
the loss of a very good friend.
May he rest in peace.
Paul Modell

Marge Modell - June 10 at 11:19 AM

“

Thank you, Paul. Very beautiful. You were such good friends. I always loved listening to
your bantering back and forth!
Margie Gendler Marks - June 10 at 12:15 PM

“

Michael, Margie, and Elly: Heartfelt condolences on your Dad's passing! He was a
respected and beloved presence at B'nai Emet. Clearly, his love of both secular and
Jewish education passed on to his children by his word, deed, and fine example.
May his memory be for a blessing to you and your entire family. Your friends, Barry
and Nancy

Barry Kelner - June 09 at 05:32 PM

“

Elly B: I am so very sorry to learn of the loss of your beloved father. I am sending you
all the peace and serenity I can while you are sad and mourning him. I really miss
you, you are a special person and wonderful educator. I hope you are doing okay.
Best, XX OO Gail F & Lubka

Gail Freedman - June 09 at 12:57 PM

“

Thank you Gail. What a sweet and meaningful post. I really appreciate your thoughts and
comments! Elly
elly becker - June 12 at 01:22 PM

“

Zëevi Becker lit a candle in memory of Charles S. Marks

Zëevi Becker - June 09 at 11:47 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear about Charles passing. We offer our sincere sympathy and
deep condolences to The Marks Family. We were fortunate to meet him on several
occasions at his granddaughters Ilana and Deena's Bat Mitzvahs. I remember he
was so warm and friendly towards us. He gave wonderful speeches that were so
inspiring and motivating to those that heard them. He shared valued lessons and
reflected wonderful stories for these special celebrations. Charles was called home
to reunited with his loving wife Rasha in paradise forever. Rest in Peace Mr. Marks.
Love Monte Rosenthal & Barbara Horowitz

Monte Rosenthal - June 09 at 07:06 AM

“
“

Thank you Monte and Barb. Very beautiful tribute
Margie Gendler Marks - June 09 at 11:19 AM

Thanks guys, you words are so meaningful and I appreciate your being there for me. All my
love.
Suzanne Marks - June 11 at 12:00 PM

“

Sincerest SYMPATHIES to Charles Entire Family MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

Peggy Kane - June 08 at 10:21 PM

“

So sorry to hear about the passing of Charles Marks. The world has lost a good soul.
Our hearts go out to the entire family. We have many wonderful memories with the
Marks family, dating back to Bnai Abraham synagogue, where Mr. Marks was
Director of Education. He was kind and gentle, a caring and devoted husband and
father. Our families were friends. I am sending condolences on behalf of all of the
Schoenberger and Tarshish family. We are thinking of all of you at this very sad time.

Heidi Tarshish - June 08 at 10:10 PM

“
“

Thanks for sharing your memories and your kind words.
Suzanne Marks - June 11 at 12:01 PM

Thank you Heidi for sharing such a meaningful tribute! Elly
elly becker - June 12 at 01:23 PM

“

“

Heidi, Thank you for your very lovely tribute.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 13 at 11:59 PM

I am so sorry to hear of Charles passing. He lived a long life. A brief story.... When I
started Saturday school at B'nai Emet Charles was in charge of the program. Well
notoriously one very young person was continually called into his office for one
reason or another. When you are really young people of authority are really
scary...well one day after upon threatening me to have to sit upstairs with my mom in
the sanctuary he explained to me that he is my cousin!! Oh boy, now that made me
feel so special, the guy in charge was my cousin, now wasn't I the big man on
campus. I probably bragged to all my friends. We always enjoyed the family would
get together s with him and Rasha. Rest in peace and my your memory be a
blessing.

Neil Bernstein - June 08 at 09:44 PM

“
“

“

Great story, Neil! I read it at shiva.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 10 at 12:10 AM

Thanks for sharing, love hearing these antidotes about my dad.
Suzanne Marks - June 11 at 12:03 PM

We have such good memories of Rasha and Charles....so sorry to hear of your loss.
Bev & Jerry

Bev finkelstein - June 08 at 06:51 PM

“

Mike and Ellie,
Just saw this and am sorry for your loss. I think about all the interaction I had with your dad
in the past and he was always a calm and collected gentleman. Good memories always.
Best wishes, Bob Brill
robert brill - June 09 at 05:38 PM

“

I remember Charles going back to when he was the Principal of Temple Israel
religious school. Then years later I had the pleasure of getting to know this dear
sweet man as our families because very close. He was such a treasure in every way
and his memory should be a blessing. Our thoughts are with you at this difficult time.
Sending our love. Barb and Dave Rozenberg

Barb Rozenberg - June 08 at 06:13 PM

“

“

Thank you!
Margie Gendler Marks - June 09 at 06:58 AM

Heartfelt condolences to the family. I was the lucky one who got to work under his
guidance at B'nai Emet Sunday School. He was an incredible man, as well as his
wife being an incredible woman. He was so kind and considerate of everyone. May
all your fond memories be a comfort to you all. He was so loved by all!
Harvey & Diane Levitt

Diane Levitt - June 08 at 06:06 PM

“

Saddened to hear about Charle’s passing. May his memory be a blessing.

Bonnie Shapiro - June 08 at 05:56 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Elly and her family. May his memory be a blessing.

Victoria Thor - June 08 at 02:55 PM

“

“

Thank you Vic for your post! It means a lot to me. Elly
elly becker - June 12 at 01:24 PM

My deepest sympathies to all of the family on the passing of Charles. May his
memory be for a blessing.

Wendy Kane - June 08 at 02:13 PM

“

Sending deepest condoolences from the Forstein Family. May his memory be for a
blessing.

MERRIE FORSTEIN - June 08 at 02:07 PM

“

I didn't know Charles but I do know the Marks family. My condolences to all of you.
He sounded like a wonderful man!! I love his thoughts about his educational core
value "if a child does not learn the way you teach, then you will teach the way the
child learns." May his memory be a blessing. Jody, Paige & Haley Weinberg

Jody Weinberg - June 08 at 01:52 PM

“
“

Thank you, Jody. We appreciate your kind words.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 08 at 06:01 PM

We're thinking of you guys with love and sorrow for your grief. May his memory be a
blessing and we hope you can feel our love. Susie, Tom and Alex Mundahl
Susan Mundahl - June 09 at 11:11 AM

“

Dear Mike and Margie. I am so sorry to hear about the loss of Charles. Mike I know how
proud you were of your dad's education background. I know how much he will be missed.
Mike and Margie please accept our deepest sympathy! Barb Nevin and family.
Barb - June 09 at 12:22 PM

“

Charles was a very special man who will be missed by many. I have fond memories
of him from when I was a youngster at B'nai Abraham Synagogue.
May his memory be a blessing.
With sincere condolences,
Missy C. Lavintman

Missy Lavintman - June 08 at 01:48 PM

“

Thank you for posting Missy. Very meaningful! Elly
elly becker - June 12 at 01:26 PM

“

Charles was a very special man who touched the lives of many. I have many fond
memories of him when I was a youngster at B'nai Abraham Synagogue. He will be
very missed.
May his memory be a blessing.
Sincere condlolences,
Missy Cohen Lavintman

Missy Lavintman - June 08 at 01:45 PM

“

Jody CohenPress lit a candle in memory of Charles S. Marks

Jody CohenPress - June 08 at 01:36 PM

“

Thanks Jody and Steve. It was so kind of you to provide comfort and support.
Michael E. Marks
Michael E. Marks - June 13 at 09:22 PM

“

Charles or Mr. Marks as I always called him was a great mentor. He installed in me
the importance of education. I followed his footsteps and went into education. He
made a great impact on my life. Charles or Chuck as he always told me to call him
will be missed.

Linda Erlich - June 08 at 01:06 PM

“

I never heard him asked to be called Chuck! I know of only one person to call him that!
And, to think your son is his grandson-in-law!
Margie Gendler Marks - June 08 at 01:24 PM

“

It was with deep and profound sadness, I learned of Charles’ passing. I saw him
occasionally at the Mpls Public Schools, where I worked for 30 years. I saw him at
our former Synagogue, B’nai Emet, where he and Racha were very active members.
I always felt how lucky I was to know such a kind, gentle and brilliant person as
Charles most certainly was.

Hamakom Yeaneachen Etchem Betoch Sahar Alavey Tzion V’Yerushaim. May
Hashem comfort you among all mourners of Zion & Jerusalem. May his memory be
always for a blessing.
Larry Kelner - June 08 at 12:59 PM

“
“
“

Thank you, Larry, for such kind words.
Margie Gendler Marks - June 08 at 01:25 PM

I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. May his memory be a blessing.
alan milavetz - June 08 at 02:13 PM

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Charles was such a very special man. I remember him
so well during my childhood into my adult world. He was such a kind and gentle man who
understood people so well and gave so much of himself to so many. He will be missed and
remembered. May all your special memories of him remain in your heart as they will for me.
Lynne Lee
Lynne Lee - June 08 at 04:09 PM

“

To the entire Marks Family, Elly and I worked at MJDS together, and our family and the
Marks Family has a long connection and dedication to Jewish Education, I am sorry to hear
of Charles' passing; but I know his soul still will maintain an influence on all of us, there is a
lot of unfinished work, he would say that. Please accept our condolences and support into
the future...
Danny and the entire Ettedgui Family
Daniel - June 08 at 05:41 PM

“

Thank you, Alan. He had a good life.
Be well,
Michael
Margie Gendler Marks - June 08 at 06:19 PM

“
“

Lynne, we really appreciate your very kind words. Thank you. Margie
Margie Gendler Marks - June 14 at 12:05 AM

Danny and family,
Thank you for your kind words and remembrances of a very fine man.
The Marks family
Margie Gendler Marks - June 14 at 12:07 AM

“

Margie, Michael, and the entire Marks Family: Our thoughts and prayers are with you
during this hard time. We are so sorry for the loss of your loved one, Charles. He will be in
our hearts forever. Your memories of Charles are precious and wonderful!!! Wishing you
much strength and peace during this challenging time.

With All Our Love, Gail, John Newkirk, Becca, Shua, Davina, Yev, David, and Annel.
Gail Litt - June 17 at 02:35 PM

