Cerna M. Gendler
May 17, 1914 - January 29, 2018

Cerna Merriam Gendler, 103, beloved by the family to which she was devoted, died Jan,
29 at Sholom Home West, St. Louis Park.
Cerna was born May 17, 1914, to Romanian immigrants Arthur and Minnie Martin of
Minneapolis. After graduating at age 16 from Minneapolis’ North High in January, 1931,
into the depths of the Depression, Cerna found work for the state, then Columbia Pictures’
Minneapolis office, then as secretary and bookkeeper at Goodrich in downtown
Minneapolis, where she was denied a raise because she was the highest-paid “girl” in the
company’s region.
In 1941, she married Jay Gendler of Blue Earth, Minn. They moved to Hawarden, Iowa,
where Jay owned a Coast-to-Coast hardware store and the couple made lifelong friends.
In 1951, the family moved to Albert Lea, where Jay bought a Maid-Rite sandwich shop
and, in 1962, Cerna became secretary to the controller of National Cooperatives.
Cerna was a lifelong reader who traveled from Albert Lea to Mankato to take college
courses. A year after Jay’s death in 1972, Cerna returned to Minneapolis, eventually
becoming office manager for the Jewish Community Relations Council. Memberships
included Eastern Star, National Council of Jewish Women, Hadassah and its book group,
and Temple Israel.
In addition to remaining involved in the lives of her growing family, Cerna was very close to
her younger sisters, Sylvia Greene and Lorraine Winters, both of whom died earlier.
The family thanks the staff of 3S at Sholom for years of tender care.
She is survived by sons Neal (Marjorie Wasserman), John (Janet), Gail (Roger Bjork) and
Stacey (Gary Bush); grandsons Jacob (Koniko), Jason and Aaron Gendler;
granddaughters Elizabeth, Jennifer and Allison, great granddaughters Marie and Lily Rose
and great grandson, Raymond.

Services will be at 2:30 p.m. Thursday at Temple Israel, 2323 Fremont Av. S.,
Minneapolis. Shiva: Thursday and Saturday 7:00pm, Sholom Home West.
Memorials to Temple Israel are preferred.
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Comments

“

Neal, Stacy, John Gayle. We go back many years in Albert lea where we grew up. I
always adored both Jay & Cerna. My father Isadore Waterman would have coffee at
the Made Right every single day.
These past years I often visited her at Sholom. She loved to pet my dog, Shugie,
who is a therapy dog. In fact just before I left town for the winter, I stopped in to see
her. Neal, you were there and she knew who we were & again pet Shugie.
Several years ago when I visited her, she was always dressed beautifully with make
up & her jewelry on. She was simply delightful to visit.
Cerna raised 4 marvelous children, she was so very proud of all of you. She had a
long life. She WILL Rest In Peace. With love Cousin Gail Waterman Mirviss Berman

Gail Mirviss Berman - February 07, 2018 at 05:30 PM

“

Gail, Stacey, and Neil. I remember your mom well from JCRC days. What a
wonderful woman. Mather memory be for a blessing

andy kibort - February 03, 2018 at 08:26 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Your mom was the most wonderful woman. You are truly
blessed to have had her for a mom. She and my wonderful mother-in-law, Fritzie
GROSSMAN , were the best of friends. They are probably playing bridge with their
other friends.

Arlene Gulton - February 01, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

Neal - A truly remarkable woman - no wonder you were so devoted to her - My
sympathy to you and your family. I join with you in celebrating her life!

ruth usem - February 01, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

Neal,
My Sympathies to you and your family on the passing of your mother.
Ted Holman,
formerly of Liberty Photo

Ted Holman - January 31, 2018 at 11:53 AM

“

Cerna touched so many lives, including Merrill (deceased 4 yrs ago) and me. My
deepest sympathy to the family. She touched everyone with her lovely smile and
wonderful way about her. Love to all of you. Gracia Kuller

Gracia Kuller - January 31, 2018 at 10:09 AM

“

It's very hard to say goodbye
When someone you love has to die
Whether age or illness has wrinkled the face
And we assume they're in a better place
Warmth and Sympathies are sent today
In the hopes that thay may
Ease the pain you now bear
Knowing you have friends who care
MAY SHE REST IN the PEACE
She SO richly deserves.
I only met Cerna when I came to live at Sholom where we became FAST friends
.She had an incredible memory and sence of humor. I will miss MY SPECIAL
FRIEND.

Peggy Kane - January 30, 2018 at 06:15 PM

“

My condolences to the family. Cerna will be missed. I learned from Cerna how to
prevent lipstick from adhering to a glass or cup. She was a very neat person.

Comfort J, nurse manager - January 30, 2018 at 04:58 PM

“

Stacy, I was so sorry to hear about the loss of your dear mother. Unfortunately I am
out of the country and I will not be able to attend her funeral but I send my deepest
sympathies to you and your family. As you well know my mom and your mom were
good buddies and now maybe they can continue their friendship in their happy place.
Anne Devitt

Anne Devitt - January 30, 2018 at 02:53 PM

