Bruce Edward Besner
April 14, 1947 - June 28, 2020

Bruce E. Besner, age 73 of Eden Prairie, died 6/28/2020. He was preceded in death by his
wife, Margaret "Peg" Besner and parents, Norma and Alvin Besner. Survived by children,
Mandy (Mike) Reeve, Max Besner, Emily (Mark) Duclous, and Daniel (Jamie) Thompson;
grandchildren, Margot, Louis, Harper, Wyatt, Noah, Cheyenne and Chandler; sister,
Barbara Price. Bruce was born and raised in North Minneapolis. He was a life-long
resident of Minnesota and a true Vikings fan. He loved running his bus dealership, Besner
Bus, playing cards, drinking coffee with friends, and most of all driving. Being on the road,
in a car, bus, semi-truck or motorcycle was where he was most happy. The best stories he
told included an adventure from a road trip with his favorite travel partner Peg. He will be
missed by all for his humor, stories, and love of friendship and family. Zoom funeral
service 10:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY, July 1, 2020. For zoom link email
zoom1@hodroffepstein.com. Memorials are preferred to the Alzheimer's Association
(https://www.alz.org/).
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Comments

“

My condolences to the Besner family. Bruce was one of my favorite people in the
world with his terrible jokes, generosity and warm personality. I would call him and
say "I'm calling about the Free Bus give away promotion"...and he would say "Oh
sorry, that ended yesterday." It was one of many running gags we had which
originated from my father's relationship with him. He will truly be missed.

Steven Miller - July 08 at 09:37 PM

“

I was away and so shocked to learn that Bruce had died. He came to my house after
Micki died to tell me that Peggy had passed away. He stayed for dinner and since
then we had dinner together once. I tried to call him for 3 weeks in a row and never
got a response. I was so shocked and sorry to learn of his passing. He and my Micki
went to school together. May his memory be for a blessing
Mort

Mort Naiman - July 06 at 10:37 AM

“

Mort Naiman lit a candle in memory of Bruce Edward Besner

Mort Naiman - July 06 at 10:35 AM

“

Jim And Susan Gay lit a candle in memory of Bruce Edward Besner

jim and susan gay - July 02 at 10:29 PM

“

We are Mandy’s in-laws. We first met Bruce & Peg when Mike & Mandy started
dating. They both had “bubbly” personalities and were a joy to be around. It became
very apparent that Bruce loved to be “on the road”. Anywhere we had been or were
planning to go, Bruce knew how to get there and recommended things to see. The
Rabbi said it best, “Bruce was a human GPS”.
He will be sorrowfully missed. RIP Bruce!
Larry & Kate

Larry & Kate Reeve - July 01 at 12:45 PM

“

I was very saddened to open up the paper yesterday and see Bruce’s obit. I talked
with him about a year ago upon seeing that his wife had passed away. Bruce and I
went all through jr. and sr. high together on the north side and hung out together in all
our A.Z.A. activities with all our mutual buddies. Unfortunately, this also included
mourning all of our mutual friends who passed away before their time. I just want to
extend my sincerest condolences to all of Bruce’s family and friends and he should
Rest In Peace. The “Bes” will remain in my thoughts and prayers forever

Steve Dobrin - July 01 at 09:15 AM

“

I was very saddened to see Bruce’s obit in the paper this morning. I went all through
Lincoln Jr. High and North High with the “Bes” and he was a gentle giant and great
storyteller. I last talked to him about a year ago when I found out his Peggy had
passed and I tried to offer some comfort and he was very appreciative that I was able
to locate him and offer my condolences.
We had a lot of good memories growing up on the north side with A.Z.A and all of our
buddies.
Rest In Peace big fella

Steve Dobrin - June 30 at 08:57 PM

“

always had a smile, a kind word and a joke for everyone.

Phillip Finkelstein - June 30 at 07:25 PM

“

My memories of Bruce go back a long way to the day he was first brought home from
the hospital over 73 years ago.
When I talked to Bruce two weeks ago he was upbeat because he felt that circulation
had returned to his foot. To have him pass away two weeks later has been a terrible
shock,
As a young kid he would find it hard to get the words out as fast as he was thinking,
but once he caught on, there was no stopping him. He was a great story teller and
everyone loved him for it.
As we all know, Bruce spent much of his life helping family-his father, his mother for
years, his wonderful wife Peggy, and his Aunt Shirley kept him very happy giving
more opportunity to drive. She even taught him that "TAXI" was a 4 letter word.
Bruce you certainly deserved more time to enjoy with your friends and growing
family.
You will surely be sincerely missed.
Cousin Marty and Ellen

MARTIN ROSS - June 30 at 10:00 AM

“

Hilary Rosenberg lit a candle in memory of Bruce Edward Besner

hilary rosenberg - June 30 at 08:14 AM

“

My condolences to his sister Barbara Price from Phyllis Smiley Brown NHS ‘61.

Phyllis Smiley Brown - June 29 at 08:16 PM

“

One of the dearest friends I have ever had. I would call him every 10th of November
to wish him a HAPPY BIRTHDAY. This date is the Anniversary/BIRTHDAY of the
United States Marine Corps, of which Bruce was a proud member. He would return
the favor and call me on the11th of November, My Birthday.
SEMPER FI my friend,
Mike, The Token Goy

Michael Ellis - June 29 at 07:03 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the entire Besner family. Bruce was truly a mensch
and everyone will cherish the many wonderful memories

Jeffrey Herstein - June 29 at 06:40 PM

“

I am shocked and saddened by this news. My heart goes out to the family. Bruce and
I go back to our Jr congregation days at Mikro Kodesh. I always enjoyed running in to
him. A very special and kind man.

Pat Aletky - June 29 at 05:20 PM

