Betty L. Agranoff
July 8, 1927 - March 11, 2017

Betty Agranoff (Ravitzky), died March 11. Betty was involved in all activities in which her
children were involved from Little League to Talmud Torah hamantashen baking to USY;
she then became actively involved in her granddaughters’ activities from teaching Yiddish
songs to reading children’s books in the classrooms. She was also involved in many
musical endeavors including the Melody Minyan and for over 50 years, a member of the
Temple of Aaron choir. She was an active participant and volunteer at her beloved St. Paul
JCC for over 50 years. She will be missed by many! Betty was preceded in death by
husband, Harry; parents, Hymie & Selma Ravitzky and brother, Phil Ravitzky. She is
survived by her children, Debbie Vertelney, Ken & Tracey Agranoff, Mark Agranoff, and
granddaughters, Ronit Vertelney, Samantha and Jessica Agranoff. Funeral service 1:00
PM MONDAY, March 13th at TEMPLE OF AARON SYNAGOGUE, 616 S. Mississippi
River Blvd, St. Paul. In lieu of flowers, family suggests donations to Temple of Aaron or the
St. Paul JCC. SHIVA, 7:00 PM Monday and Tuesday at Sholom Home East, 740 Kay Ave.
St. Paul and Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday until noon at Debbie’s home in St. Louis
Park.
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Comments

“

Ken, Mark & Debbie Your Mother was a wonderful lady and always so nice to me.
She will be missed by everyone who knew her. My mother Bette and father and your
mom were always good friends. Your mom was a wonderful singer in the Chrior and
in shows. It was always great to see them performing together with their friends or at
the Temple throughout the years. We will miss her. David & Mindy Gottesman

David Gottesman - April 16, 2017 at 08:35 PM

“

Ken, Tracey and family,
Marcia & I send our condolences. We were all fortunate to have such wonderful
parents.
Marcia & Larry Swartz

Larry Swartz - March 14, 2017 at 01:26 PM

“

Betty was a wonderful person, and had a very beautiful singing voice. My deepest
condolences to her family. She will always be remembered because of her caring.
Harold Magy

HAROLD A. MAGY - March 14, 2017 at 11:09 AM

“

Ken, Tracy and family,
We send our deepest condolences to you on the passing of your mother. She was a
true 'pillar of our community'.
Bob and Florie Marvy

bob Marvy - March 14, 2017 at 08:39 AM

“

I always remember hearing about Betty and the choir members at Temple of Aaron my Mom was Esther Kahan, the choir organist for over 10 years at Temple - she
loved everyone and shared some wonderful memories with me - sending the family
good wishes.
Sandy (Kahan) Satz

Sandy (Kahan) Satz - March 13, 2017 at 07:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Betty's passing - my mother was Esther Kahan, the
organist/pianist at Temple of Aaron for over 20 years and always spoke so highly of
your Mom - my sincerest best wishes to all your family,
Sandy (Kahan) Satz

Sandy Satz - March 13, 2017 at 06:54 PM

“

Dear Debby, Kenny, and Mark,
My heart embraces you all, and I send warmth and love to you.
My memories of your mom are of her beautiful and strong presence, full of music.
with love,
Mindy Melemed
Florida

Mindy Melemed - March 13, 2017 at 01:21 PM

“

Dear Debbie, Ken and Mark,
Your mother was a lovely lady. I have memories of her as a neighbor, being outdoors
on Rome Ave., and of course as a pillar in our community and Temple of Aaron. My
thoughts and prays are with you at this sad time. May her memory be a blessing.
Janie Braufman

Janie Braufman - March 13, 2017 at 12:50 PM

“

Debbie, your Mom always held a special place in my heart. Kind, warm, fun,
supportive are just some words that come to mind. My sympathy to you and your
family.
Jeanie Leibman Kretchmer

Jean Kretchmer - March 13, 2017 at 11:37 AM

“

I remember Betty so well and her husband Harry. They were very loved by my
parents Ann and Archie Berde. Fond memories of both of them. Sincerely, Bobbi (
Berde) Ettinger Wilf.

Bobbi Ettinger Wilf - March 13, 2017 at 08:37 AM

“

Debbie, Kenny and Mark,
Your mom is one of the adults I remember most from my life in MN. I remember her
at the Highland Library, remember seeing her singing in the choir at the T of A and of
course greeted her many time on my frequent visits to Shalom in recent years. She
was always full of smiles and laughs, taking real authentic interest in those around
her, even random kids like me. She was so loving and larger than life. It was difficult
for me to see her suffering on my last few trips. Hopefully she and my mom are
laughing up a storm, free of frailty and suffering at this moment. Sending you a hug
from California.
Ellen (HIrschhorn) Cohen

Ellen Cohen(Hirschhorn) - March 13, 2017 at 12:59 AM

“

My girls, Eleanor and Alice, have so many fond memories of Betty. Her memory will
always bring a smile to the lips of every member of the Bartsch family. Shalom to you
and your family...... Se you on Monday.

Julia Bartsch - March 12, 2017 at 06:47 PM

“

Betty was a woman of good cheer
and a wonderful contributor to the community of St. Paul. Love to all
Of the family. Tony & Brenda Straus

Tony & Brenda Straus - March 12, 2017 at 05:31 PM

“

Betty was a wonderful kind person. She always had a smile and something kind to
say.
I think of her always when I think of Temple of Aaron. Her husband played handball
with my dad Jerry and my dad loved him. She will be missed. She will be in many
people's memories with always good thoughts. Our love to the family. Tom and Sue
Stillman

sue stillman - March 12, 2017 at 03:59 PM

“

Joann & Stu Marofsky lit a candle in memory of Betty L. Agranoff

Joann & Stu Marofsky - March 12, 2017 at 03:50 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. May her memory be for a blessing.

Merrie Forstein - March 12, 2017 at 02:58 PM

“

My best memories of Temple of Aaron all involve Betty. She was an icon with a heart
bigger than the building. Singing next to her in the choir for years, that incredible
laugh, the big warm hugs, always standing up for the little guy with such a strong
sense of duty, mishpocha (that included thankfully nearly everyone), and doing what
was right. She never minced words, and those words-you listened to, because Oy!
The wisdom. I grieve even though Betty would probably say, Ich darf es vi a loch in
kop! Betty was the best and biggest macher I ever knew and I miss her terribly. Love
and condolences to the whole family. My heart is broken. Millie Blehert Johnson

Millie Johnson - March 12, 2017 at 02:41 PM

“

What an amazing lady! A voice like an angel, always very proper, kept an eye on us
in the choir loft, set an example of quiet strength and fortitude. My condolences on
your loss. May her memory be for a blessing. Marsha

Marsha Schwartz - March 12, 2017 at 02:32 PM

“

Dear Ken, Debbie, and Mark,
Your mother was a beautiful person. When she sang in the choir at the Temple of
Aaron, you could always pick out her voice. I remember her volunteering at Sholom,
greeting visitors so warmly. May you be comforted. Surely you were of comfort to her.
Miri (Hirschhorn) Leitner

Miri Leitner - March 12, 2017 at 10:07 AM

“

Sending love to your entire family. So many memories of Betty at the T of A as well
as her beautiful voice. A huge loss to you and the community. May her memory be a
blessing to all of you. Andy Magy Kibort

andrea kibort - March 12, 2017 at 07:54 AM

“

Debbie, Ken and Mark,
I am sorry for your loss. Your Mom was an icon at The Temple of Aaron. I would see
her almost every time I was catering in the building.
Thoughts and prayers for your entire family.

Tommy Berg - March 12, 2017 at 06:23 AM

“

IT'S VERY HARD TO SAY GOODBYE
WHEN SOMEONE WE LOVE HAS TO DIE
WHETHER AGE OR ILLNESS HAS WRINKLED THE FACE
AND WE ASSUME THEY'RE IN A BETTER PLACE
WARMTH AND SYMPATHIES ARE SENT TODAY
IN THE HOPES THAT THEY MAY
EASE THE PAIN YOU NOW BEAR
KNOWING YOU HAVE FRIENDS THAT CARE
MAY SHE REST IN PEACE

PEGGY KANE - March 11, 2017 at 09:57 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. We loved hearing Betty sing and enjoyed visiting with
her at Temple all these years. We will miss her.
The Getsug Family

Elissa Getsug - March 11, 2017 at 08:46 PM

“

Ken & Family,
Betty was an amazingly strong woman. And she was such a wonderful cheerleader
for Jewish youth & teens. My friends and I were in many plays at the JCC when we
were teenagers. We always knew when Betty was in the audience; she always
laughed the loudest and hardest.
Jody Cohen Press

Jody CohenPress - March 11, 2017 at 08:45 PM

“

Ken & Family,
Betty was an amazingly strong woman. And she was such a wonderful cheerleader
for Jewish youth & teens. My friends and I were in many plays at the JCC when we
were teenagers. We always knew when Betty was in the audience; she always
laughed the loudest and hardest.

Jody Cohen Press - March 11, 2017 at 08:43 PM

