Bella Porter Smith
November 7, 1953 - April 14, 2020

Morah Bella Smith a"h.
The Kehilla extends condolences to:
Rabbi Meir Smith, Rabbi Yisroel Smith, Mr. Avi Smith, Mr. Shragi Smith,
Rabbi Aryeh Smith, Mrs. Mindy Daitchman
and family on the passing of their wife and mother respectively
Mrs. Bella Smith
Baila Yenta bas Yisroel a"h.
Shiva is until Wednesday morning.
Below are cell phone numbers for each of the Aveilim.
In addition, there will be some joint Zoom sessions. Below are the dates, times and log-in
information.
Rabbi Meir Smith (Home- 952-927-9670, Cell 612-799-8529)
Rabbi Yisroel Smith (cell - 917-406-9135)
Avi Smith (cell - 612-210-4147)
Aryeh Smith (cell- 917-623-4117)
Shragi Smith (Cell- 952-807-2045)
Mindy Smith Daitchman (Cell- 952-715-2247)
_______________________________________
Friday: 10:00am - 12:00pm CST; 2:00-4:00pm CST
https://zoom.us/j/98629442856?pwd=d1hGN2RIRnV6eCt6OEcrVFV0YVNvQT09
Meeting ID: 986 2944 2856
Password: 5MLZMb

Sunday: 10:00-am -12:00pm CST; 2:00-4:00 pm CST; 7:00-9:00 pm CST
https://zoom.us/j/91389121376?pwd=b3lmUUxaWVdyK0dyeTI3bTlRQm9LUT09
Meeting ID: 913 8912 1376
Password: 010558

Monday: 10:00-am -12:00pm CST; 2:00-4:00 pm CST; 7:00-9:00 pm CST
https://zoom.us/j/93569263705?pwd=NURqcVRKRURkMyt4TmJaMStmOXdVZz09
Meeting ID: 935 6926 3705
Password: 2jJSxt
Tuesday: 10:00-am -12:00pm CST; 2:00-4:00 pm CST; 7:00-9:00 pm CST
https://zoom.us/j/98357952378?pwd=VmRBRlkrdnVIbCtDTFJ0dUNTMkw3UT09
Meeting ID: 983 5795 2378
Password: 8B6zr7
Nichum Aveilim will be by phone only.
Hamakom Yenachem eschem B'soch shaar avelei tzion v'yerushalayim

Comments

“

Diane Kaplan lit a candle in memory of Bella Porter Smith

diane Kaplan - April 21 at 02:28 AM

“

I met Bella many years ago when were on a panel to talk about our Judaism. I am a
reform Jew and Bella and I had conversations outside the panels where we came to
understand and respect each others Judaism. I was honored to be invited when her
oldest and her next son became Bar Mitzvah. At the reception for her oldest I was
introduced to Rabbi Smith and he shook my hand...I was so honored. I know if Bella
and I had run into each other recently we would have loved sharing stories about our
families. I feel blessed to have known her. May her memory be for a blessing.

diane Kaplan - April 21 at 02:28 AM

“

To the Smith family and R.Shloime and Jack Porter
With the death of Bella the glow of the sun has dimmed. We grew up in Milwaukee
with Bella zl. She was so good and so sweet. It seemed as if her smile and bright
warm eyes never left her face.May the Almighty comfort you among the Mourners of
Zion and Yerushalayim. Our hearts and thoughts are with you.
Helen and Billy Petashnick
Yerushalayim

Helen Petashnick - April 20 at 05:27 PM

“

“

Thank you Helen and Billy. Old Milwaukee friends from Jack Porter
Dr. Jack N. Porter - April 22 at 08:35 PM

Such a loss to all. I had the pleasure of being with Bella in NYC in November as was
truely delighted by her. My condolences to the entire family.
Sheri Rosenblum

Sheri Rosenblum - April 17 at 06:18 PM

“

My heart goes out to the Smith and Porter families. Bella and her family were role
models and true leaders in Milwaukee. Her kindness, wisdom, chesed and broad
smile will always be remembered.

Terry Kleinman - April 17 at 05:48 PM

“

The Rebbetzin was one of the kindest people I have ever met. Her generosity, love of
learning and Torah, and great cooking ability will be remembered for the rest of my
life. I always felt like I was treated like a guest of honor whenever I had the privilege
of entering the Rebbetzin and the Rav's home. In my opinion, no Yerushalmi Kugel
came close to that of the Rebbetzin's. Her legacy will live on forever through her
family and everyone who the Rebbetzin met. My condolences go out to Rabbi Smith
and the Rav's family. May Hashem console them among the mourners of Zion.

Lincoln Bernhard - April 17 at 01:29 AM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to Rabbi Smith, and the children, grandchildren, students,
and friends of beautiful Bella. We were first taken in by the Smiths, when my son,
Lincoln, was studying with Rabbi Smith to learn Tanach, with hopes of winning the
United States Chidon Hatanach (Bible Contest). He did just that, under Rabbi Smith's
kind and insightful tutelage, with Bella cheering him on all the way, and adding us to
her infinite list of people to share the Smith's Shabbat table and sukkah. Certain
people are gifted by G-d with an everpresent smile and an ability to make others feel
special. Bella was such a rare person. I will remember her whenever I make
Yerushalmi kugel from her handwritten recipe on the back of Shragi's bar mitzvah
invitation. But most of all, I will emulate her when I strive to be kind to a stranger. For
in each mitzvah we perform going forward, there will always be a lot of Bella.
With love,
Rebecca Bender

Rebecca Bender - April 17 at 01:13 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Bella's passing and want to extend my condolences to her
family. Bella was a kind and caring woman. May her memory always be for a
blessing.
Jeanie Bergal Folger

Former Menorah Plaza Employee
Jean Folger - April 15 at 09:06 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Bella Porter Smith

Peggy Kane - April 15 at 12:53 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Bella Porter Smith

Peggy Kane - April 15 at 12:51 PM

“

Bella was a woman of valor. Her smile was bright, her eyes twinkled, her heart was
kind, her Shabbos table welcomed all. I remember painting and pasting collages of
bird’s and trees at Bella’s table as she recovered from treatments. I remember eating
peanuts 🥜 out of the shells at a Saints baseball game. I remember feeling
welcomed and blessed to be included at her Shabbos table. Michael and I will keep
Bella’s memory tenderly in our hearts.
May she be welcomed and embraced by the souls who have passed before her and
lovingly remembered by all of us who respected and loved her. Paula & Michael
Pergament

paula pergament - April 14 at 09:03 PM

“

May her memory always be a blessing. Rabbi Smith was my son, Avi's, teacher at TA
in the late 70s or early 80s. Avi recently made Aliyah and is living in Tel Aviv-Yafo.
Lee Reinharz

Lee Reinharz - April 14 at 08:45 PM

“

Bella Porter Smith, a true Woman of Valor, who inspired everyone she met including
our family. Her kindness, wisdom, positivity, generosity, sense of caring for all, and
her open-mind about the world were only some of her honorable qualities. We
appreciated being able to spend time with Bella and her family. We personally have
never seen such a hard worker and her genuine commitment to her Jewish life was
endless. Bella was a humanitarian and she helped build the Jewish Community in
Minneapolis. We will all miss her, but she will be with us in our hearts forever.
With Our Love,
John Newkirk & Gail Dubester-Litt
Plymouth, Minnesota

Gail Litt - April 14 at 05:54 PM

“

Baruch Dayan HaEmet. I have sweet childhood memories of Bella, as we were two
of the 4 girls in our class at Hillel Academy. I remember her kindness and birthday
parties at her home. May her memory be for a blessing. Beverly (Stillerman) Gruber.

Beverly Gruber - April 14 at 04:59 PM

“

Just so sorry to hear of Bella’s passing.
She was such a big help to my family when we relocated back to St. Louis. Park,
helping us find a home which just happened to be right across the street from her
and Rabbi Smith.
Such a loving and kind woman.
I will surly miss her.

Melissa Cook Huppert - April 14 at 04:56 PM

“

I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of grief and kind words by so so many whose lives
she and Mitch touched. What a loss. She was taken too soon. From her brother Dr. Jack
Porter, Newton, Mass.
Dr. Jack N. Porter - April 19 at 03:41 AM

