Barbara Wallis Kaufman
July 4, 1933 - April 20, 2019

Age 85 of Plymouth, passed away peacefully on April 20, 2019. She was preceded in
death by her loving husband, Samuel “Bing” A. Kaufman; daughters, Judith Jackson and
Lyndia Brown; and brother, William Wallis. Survived by daughter, Donna Tingley; stepson, Terry Kaufman; nephew, William Wallis III; twenty-two grandchildren; many greatgrandchildren; and sister-in-law, Bonnie Kaufman Sussman. Barbara received the Bush
Leadership Fellowship and graduated Summa Cum Laude & Phi Beta Kappa from the
University of MN; Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs (BA, MSW). Barbara devoted her life
to improving conditions for individuals in need, especially women and children.
Throughout her career she spent 35 years in Social Work Administration; was the
Executive Director of Genesis II for Women & MN Association of Voluntary Agencies; and
served as the Assistant Commissioner of Mental Health for the State of MN. Consistent
with her dedication and commitment to the community, Barbara served in a variety of
capacities for the following organizations: National Assn of Social Workers (State
President & National Chair of Ethics committee); MN Board of Social Work (Board
Member); MN Social Service Assn (President); Twin Cities Community Voice Mail (Board
Chair); Family Alternatives (Board Member); People Inc. (Board Member); and Assn of
Social Work Boards (Chair Exam Committee). Barbara earned the NASW Lifetime
Achievement Award. Her passions included music, reading and internet. Memorial service
11:30 am, MONDAY, April 29th at Temple Israel, 2323 Fremont Ave. S., Minneapolis.
Memorials preferred to the United Way and MPR. SHIVA 7:00pm on Monday at Temple
Israel.

Cemetery

Events

Fort Snelling National

APR Memorial Service

Cemetery

29

7601 34th Ave. So.

11:30AM

Temple Israel
2323 Fremont Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN, US,

Minneapolis, MN, 55450

55405

APR Shiva
29

07:00PM

Temple Israel
2323 Fremont Ave S., Minneapolis, MN, US,
55405

Comments

“

I just learned of Barb’s passing. I had the privilege of working for Barb when she was
the Assistant Commissioner for Mental Health at the Department of Human Services
in the late 80’s, early 90’s. Barb was a warm, compassionate, and strong woman
who made major contributions to the field of social work and mental health for the
State of Minnesota. She was a joy to work for and accomplished so much during life.
She was an inspiration to all women. [Margee Holt]

Margaret (Margee) Holt - May 13 at 11:29 AM

“

Barb was at various times a colleague and a boss but she was always a dear friend
and supporter.
Jerri Sudderth

Jerrie E. Sudderth - April 24 at 05:03 PM

“

Barbara was a remarkable woman - a bright light to her extensive family, as well as
all of us who were privileged to work with her, as I did though out my 37 year career
at the National Ass'n of Social Workers here in Minnesota. She was my chapter
president and was chair of our Ethics Committee for more than a decade, always
elevating our work to her high ethical standards for social work practice. She was
one of those volunteer leaders who always said yes when we needed her.
She was a speed reader, as many of you know. I believe she was the only human
being who read every word of the 87 MN Counties' Social Service Plans.
Barbara rose from a single mother on public assistance, through college and
graduate school to run private and public agencies, as well as become a state and
national leader in social work and social work licensing. She was indeed a
remarkable woman! I was very fortunate to cross her path.
Alan Ingram (former executive director of NASW-MN)

Alan W Ingram - April 24 at 04:42 PM

“

Barbara led the way for us all in modeling compassionate, ethical, smart, and fruitful
social work at so many levels. Tony Bibus

Tony Bibus - April 24 at 03:25 PM

“

Barbara was such a gem in the social work community, she will be missed. Sending
warm thoughts from NASW- MN to her family and friends at this difficult time.

Karen Goodenough - April 24 at 11:55 AM

“

So sorry for the home going of Barb. she was truly a lovely person.
Easy to talked to. REST IN PERFECT PEACE.

NYAMAH B. FREEMAN - April 24 at 09:47 AM

“

NYAMAH B. FREEMAN lit a candle in memory of Barbara Wallis Kaufman

NYAMAH B. FREEMAN - April 24 at 09:44 AM

“

So sorry to learn of Barbara's death. My sincerest sympathies to the her entire family.
MAY SHE REST IN PEACE.

Peggy Kane - April 23 at 02:29 PM

“

It was an honor to have worked in her MDH Lic'g. Division. She had a trust that the staff
would work with ethics, professionalism and empathy. All the comments above are right on.
She was a one of a kind gem in her field.
Patti R. Hoversten - April 27 at 10:59 PM

