Dr. Arnold Elvin Aronson
August 11, 1928 - November 1, 2018

Dr. Arnold Elvin Aronson, died on November 1, 2018, surrounded by his family at home in
Minneapolis after suffering from a recent stroke and congestive heart failure. He was born
on 8/11/1928 in Milwaukee, WI. Arnie was preceded in death by his wife, Sylvia (Levine)
Aronson; and by his parents, Jack and Jean Aronson; and his sister, Muriel Pories. He is
survived by daughter, Ann Aronson (Jack El-Hai); daughter, Diane Aronson (Richard
Woldorsky); granddaughters, Natalie and Sasha; nieces, Susan, Mary Jane, Carolyn,
Kathy; and Tali and nephew, Mark; sisters-in-law, Sally Levine and Dina Levine; longtime
cherished caregiver, Bob Hinck; and his beloved companion, Madeleine Wright. Arnie
received a B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in Speech Pathology from the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, which is where he met Sylvia, with whom he was married for 56 years. He
proudly held the rank of Lt. Col. in the U.S. Army Medical Corps. Arnie became a
Professor of Speech Pathology at Mayo Medical School in Rochester, Minn., in 1962 and
became Head of the Section of Speech Pathology, Dept. of Neurology, Mayo Medical
Clinic. He was also Professor and Emeritus Consultant in the Division of Speech
Pathology at the Mayo Clinic and Mayo Medical College. He was a giant in neurology and
speech pathology who improved the lives of thousands of patients. His pioneering work in
motor speech disorders defined the field and influenced the diagnosis and care of patients
for a half century and beyond. Arnie was a lover of life and his family, aviator, reader,
violinist, artist, tap dancer, deli food epicure, and appreciator of history, animals, thunder
and lightning, and a really good (or really bad) joke. He overcame physical disability in
middle age to continue to charm his family, many friends, students, fellows, and patients.
A man of action, Arnie often said, “If not now, when?” Funeral services will be held at 2:00
PM on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2018 at TEMPLE ISRAEL, 2323 Fremont Avenue South,
Minneapolis. SHIVA will be held Sunday evening, November 4th at 6:00 p.m., at 2440
Humboldt Avenue South, Minneapolis. Memorials preferred to the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Foundation, 2200 Research Blvd., Rockville, MD 20850, www.ashfoun
dation.org; the MacPhail Center for Music; or the Animal Humane Society.

Cemetery Details
Temple Israel Memorial Park
4200 3rd Ave. So.
Minneapolis,, MN

Previous Events
Funeral Service
NOV 4. 2:00 PM (CT)
Temple Israel
2323 Fremont Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55405

Shiva
NOV 4. 6:00 PM (CT)
Aronson Residence
2440 Humboldt Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55405

Tribute Wall

DA

Diane Aronson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Arnold Elvin
Aronson

Diane Aronson - November 17, 2018 at 08:57 AM

DH

Ann, Diane and family. Please accept my sincerest condolences on the passing
of your father. As you know, Arnie was not only a mentor but a friend. I learned so
much from him during my tenure at Mayo; in many was he was responsible for
my success as a clinician. He was a master of differential diagnosis and
treatment, specifically for voice disorders. He helped an innumerable number of
patients during his career. He was also a consummate teacher and researcher.
His co-authored book on motor speech disorders, and his text concerning
disorders of voice are seminal publications and will remain as such for years. He
had an extensive list of well referenced professional publications as well, Such a
thoughtful man, he rarely if ever answered a question without pondering it
carefully. Arnie had a dry sense of humor, I can still hear his laugh particularly
when we discussed the "word of the week", a challenge we came up with on a
regular basis. Time and memories will bring you solace, but Arnie will always be
in your hearts and minds. Rest in peace my dear friend.
Shalom, David
David E. Hartman - November 07, 2018 at 07:26 AM

JS

By chance I turned to the obituary page in today's Star Tribune. There was the
face of my favorite Professor in the Speech Pathology Department at the
University of Wisconsin. I graduated in 1961 and each time I worked with a client
suffering from aphasia, or any neurological disorder affecting speech, I thought
about "Arnie," as we all referred to him outside of class. He was a great teacher, a
supportive guide as we worked with clients while taking classes, and a kind
person outside of the classroom. The irony of his suffering from a stroke, tweaked
my heart. I am happy for his long life. May he rest in peace.
Jackie Strom Sinykin
Jackie Sinykin - November 03, 2018 at 11:04 AM

CA

My favorite man....
Catherine
Catherine - November 05, 2018 at 09:22 AM

AA

Hi Jackie, I'm Arnie's daughter Ann and I was touched by your note. That was a long
time ago and he obviously had an effect on people early in his career. Thank you so
much for sharing.
Regards,
Ann Aronson
ann aronson - November 06, 2018 at 01:12 PM

CN

I am so sorry to hear of the loss of your father, grandfather and uncle Arnie . I was
fortunate to meet him just once . I found him to be a very bright, articulate and
engaging man with a good sense of humor. He seemed very kind and I can say
that I wish I would have had the opportunity to get to know him better.
I am certain he is dearly missed and my heart goes out to your family. He was an
honorable man who seems to have had a huge effect and impact on many people
with his good services. May his memory be a Blessing. Thinking of you and
sending Peace and Love
Best,
Cindy Neff
Cindy Neff - November 02, 2018 at 11:39 PM

AA

Thank you so much, Cindy!!
ann aronson - November 06, 2018 at 01:13 PM

