Anna R. Cohn
September 20, 1950 - March 24, 2019

Anna R. Cohn, age 68 of Minneapolis formerly of Washington D.C., died March 24, 2019.
She was preceded in death by parents, Angelo & Miriam R. Cohn. Survived by sister,
Charlotte Cohn; brother, Jim Cohn; nephews, Eli (Cheyenne) Cohn-Postell and Leonard
Aaron (Shannon Mullarkey) Cohn; great niece Miri; step children, LeeRaz and Elran
Strassman, and god daughter, Sahresh Wani. Anna was a human being who believed in
making a difference in people, communities, and the world. This desire knew no limits,
and she had a profound influence on many. She loved her work, but even more all those
she came in contact with along the way. She lived and exited the world with grace. Over
four decades as a museum director at both B’nai Brith and the Smithsonian (SITES) Anna
believed there were no boundaries to what could be brought to people, and took great
pride in exhibits that connected the art and energy of differing cultures and backgrounds.
She truly made a difference. Memorial service 3:00 p.m. THURSDAY March 28th at
TEMPLE ISRAEL, 2323 Fremont Ave. So., Minneapolis 55405. No flowers please.
Donations can be directed to the Anna Cohn Community Fund at the Smithsonian Inst.
Travelling Exhibition Service (SITES), or The Council of American Jewish Museums
(CAJM) Anna R. Cohn Fellowship. SHIVA 7:00 p.m. Thursday and Saturday at Temple
Israel.
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Comments

“

2 files added to the album Anna at SITES

Jeanne Jones Manzer - November 11, 2019 at 02:15 PM

“

This explains why 9 months later, I discovered why I couldn't reach Anna for shared
birthday wishes. I will carry her memory of stalwart friendship always extended when
I needed it most. I am sorry I wasn't able to reciprocate, but will cherish memories of
her sage advice, ironic humor & courage in the face of the insurmountable. I will
always LOVE you, Anna! Jeannie Jones Manzer

Jeanne Jones Manzer - November 10, 2019 at 03:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Anna at SITES

Ed Rapoport - March 27, 2019 at 12:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Anna at SITES

Ed Rapoport - March 27, 2019 at 12:13 PM

“

I was a friend of Anna in NoFTY, our regional Jewish youth group, where we both
were board members before our HS graduation in 1968. She was an important
presence in the group and her warm welcome when we met in the Twin Cities and
her sense of humor were special assets. Anna studied, as I recall, for a high school
semester in Israel on the Eisendrath International Exchange program, part of her
story of working in diverse cultural settings. She and I were also students together at
Hebrew University in Jerusalem during our junior year (1970-71). I recall her being at
my 21st birthday party in Jerusalem and her presenting me with a challah knife that
we used for many decades. She had chosen one that had a map of Israel on is
handle, but with Israel's pre-67borders -- she said the artisan preferred that and she
thought I would like it (which was correct!) This an example of her attention to detail
in art work. Anna was one of three or four friends who joined me on my last day in
Jerusalem in 1971 where we made a visit together to Hebrew University's Mt.
Scopus campus overlooking the Old City. May her memory be a blessing.
Robert Tabak
Philadelphia

Robert Tabak - March 27, 2019 at 10:13 AM

“

I too was at Hebrew University 1970-71 where I met Anna almost from day #1 as we both
were living at Rehov Guatemala in Kiryat Yovel. She is one of the few friends that I stayed
close with all these years -- almost a jubilee friendship. My sadness has no words.
Vivian Kleiman - March 31, 2019 at 04:51 AM

“

1 file added to the album Anna at SITES

Robert Tabak - March 27, 2019 at 10:00 AM

“

1 file added to the album Anna, College years

Robert Tabak - March 27, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Anna's beloved family. She was my director at SITES from
1992 until she retired. Anna was a force of nature and a wild ride. Cheryl Washer,
SITES

Cheryl Washer - March 27, 2019 at 08:24 AM

“

1 file added to the album Anna at SITES

Cheryl Washer - March 27, 2019 at 07:21 AM

“

An exceptional and talented colleague. Many happy memories of inspiring and
delightful conversations.
Mary Jo Arnoldi, Smithsonian.

Mary Jo Arnoldi - March 26, 2019 at 02:54 PM

“

Peggy Kane lit a candle in memory of Anna R. Cohn

Peggy Kane - March 25, 2019 at 09:36 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to the Cohn family. You are all in our thoughts. Tony and
Beth Gleekel .

tony gleekel - March 25, 2019 at 09:30 PM

